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PREFACE- 


AT 

■> 

TH  E  Publishing  of  this  Voy¬ 
age,  is  from  a  Suppofition 
that  it  contains  fomething 
ufeful  to  thofe  following  in  the  lame 
Track,  and  that  it  will  be  no  un¬ 
profitable  Amufement  to  others  who 
do  not.  I  Shall  therefore  wave  all 
Apology,  and  in  Head,  proceed  to  a 
Reflection  or  two,  on  the  Life  and 
.Element  we  occupy. 

And  firjl ,  The  Man  whole 
Means  of  Su'oliftence  irreverfibly  de¬ 
pends  on  the  Sea,  is  unhappy  be- 
caufe  he  forfakes  his  proper  Element, 
his  Wife,  Children,  Country,  and 
Friends,  all  that  can  be  called  plea- 
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lant  (and  of  Neceffity,  not  Choice) 
to  tempt  unknown  Dangers,  on 
that  deceitful,  tracklefs  Path ;  Lee 
Shores,  Tempefts,  Wants  of  fome 
kind  or  other,  bad  Winds,  or  the 
rougher  Pafiions  of  our  felves,  are 
continually  molefling  ;  and  if  com¬ 
mon  Danger  under  one  adopted  Pa¬ 
rent  [Neptune)  does  not  always  u- 
nite  us,  yet  we  are  dill  cooped  like 
Fowls,  to  the  fame  Diet  and  Affo- 
ciates. 

u  ’Till  chang’d  at  length  and  to  the 
Place  conform  d 

u  In  Temper  and  in  Nature  we  re¬ 
ceive 

“  Familiar  the  fierce  Heat. 

Milton.  B.  II. 


Tophet  *  with  Stink  of  Suffolk  Va¬ 
porous 


*  Put  metaphorically  fora  Ship’s  Cockpit ;  and  anfwers 
to  the  dark  Cellaring  of  a  Hcufe. 
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Qbfcures  the  Glim ;  that  vifive  and 
olfa&ive  Nerves 
In  us  feel  dreadful  Change. 

And  to  compleat  our  ill  Luck, 
while  we  are  thus  contending  with 
finifter  Fate,  the  Rogues  at  home 
perhaps  are  dealing  away  the  Hearts 
of  our  Miflreffes  and  Wives.  Are 
not  thefe  a  haplefs  Race  thus 
doomed ! 

A  Sea-Life  abfolutely  coniidered, 
had  fo  much  of  Hardfhip  and  Dan¬ 
ger,  that  in  King  Johns,  Time  a  na* 
tional  Synod  ordained,  no  married 
Perfons  foul d  go  beyond  Sea  without 
publi thing  their  mutual  Confent ; 
which,  I  apprehend,  proceeded  from 
this  Foundation:  ‘That  it  (hould  not 
be  in  the  power  of  one  to  thru  ft  hint - 
on  Difficulties  and  Hazard ,  that 
would  make  the  Giber  equally  tin- 
happy.  The  Saxons  before,  made 
a  Law,  that  if  a  Merchant  eroded 
the  wide  Sea  three  times,  he  i hould 
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be  honoured  with  the  Title  of  Thane , 
(Rap in,  p.  1 5.)  and  the  Monarchs  of 
the  Eaft  fhew  their  Approbation, 
by  ftill  leaving  the  rough  Domi¬ 
nion  of  it  to  Chriftians.  There 
are  Circumftances  notwithftanding, 
which  may  abate  the  Infelicity,  and 
give  real  Pleafure :  Such  chiefly  in 
the  Navy,  are  a  Defence  of  one’s 
Country,  a  Livelihood,  being  better 
manned  and  provided  againfl:  Dan¬ 
gers  than  Trading  Ships ;  Good-na- 
tur’d  Officers,  a  mutual  good  Treat¬ 
ment,  feeing  the  Wonders  of  the 
Deep,  and  at  laft,  maimed  or  de- 
crepid,  a  Retreat  to  Superannuation, 
or  that  noble  Foundation  of  Green¬ 
wich-  Plofpital ;  to  which  of  late 
Years  muft  be  added,  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  Officers  receive  from  that  gene¬ 
rous  Contribution  for  fupporting 
their  Widows,  and  confequently 
the  Children  they  may  leave  behind 
them. 
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This  charitable  Project  is  govern¬ 
ed  by  the  following  Articles,  efta- 
blilhed  by  His  prefent  Majefty. 


! That  Widows  of  Commiffton  and 
W arrant  Officers  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
fhall  be  reputed  proper  ObjeEls  of  the 
Charity ,  whoje  Annual  Incomes  a- 
rifing  from  their  Real  and  Perfonal 
EJlates ,  or  otherwife,  do  not  amount 
to  the  following  Sums,  viz. 

l»  St  d ■ 


! 'The  Widow  of  a  Captain 
or  Commander , 


45  o  o 


The  Widow  of  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  or  Ma  iler , 


30  o  © 


The  Widow  of  a  Boat -j 
fwain ,  Gunner ,  Car¬ 
penter,  Purfer ,  Sur- . 
geon,Second  Mafier  of  >  2000 
a  Yacht, or  Mafier  of  a 
Naval  Yeffel  war  ran-  j 
ted  bytheNavyBoard ,  j 
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And  that  where  any  fuch  Widow  is 
pojfejfed  of,  or  inter  eft  ed  in  any  Sum 
of  Money,  the  Annual  Income  and 
Produce  thereof,  jhall  be  computed 
and  deemed,  as  annually  yielding 
\ Three  Pounds  per  Centum,  and  no 
more. 


II. 

‘That  to  avoid  Partiality  and  Fa¬ 
vour  in  the  Difiribution  of  the  Cha¬ 
rity,  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  fame 
Rank  ffall  have  an  equal  Allowance , 
the  Proportion  of  which  ffall  be  fixed 
Annually  by  the  Court  of  Affflants, 
according  to  their  Difcretion ;  and 
that  in  order  thereunto ,  the  J, 'aid 
Court  may  diflribute  Annually  fuch 
Part  of  the  Monies ,  arifeng  by  the 
faid  Charity ,  among  the  Widows, 
as  they  think  proper  ;  and  to  lay  out 
fuch  other  Part  thereof  in  South- 
Sea  Annuities,  or  other  Government 
Securities,  as  to  them fijall feem  meet. 
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for  raijing  a  Capital  Stock  for  the 
general  Benefit  of  the  Charity ,  where 
the  Application  is  not  particularly 
dire  Sled,  by  the  Donors. 


III. 

That  in  the  Diflribution  of  Al¬ 
lowances  to  poor  Widows ,  the  fatne 
be  proportionate  to  one  another,  with 
refpeSl  to  the  Sum  each  is  to  receive , 
according  to  the  following  Divifon , 
viz. 

I The  Widow  of  a  Captain  or  Com¬ 
mander  fhall  receive  a  Sum  One 
\ Third  more  than  the  Widow  of  a 
Lieutenant  or  Mafl er. 

Yhe  Widow  of  a  Lieutenant  or 
Majler  fhall  receive  a  Sum  One 
\ Third  more  than  the  Widow  of  a 
Boatfwain ,  Gunner ,  Carpenter ,  Pur- 
fer ,  Surgeon ,  Second  Majler  of  a 
Yacht ,  or  Majler  of  a  Naval  V effel 
Warranted  by  the  Navy  Board. 
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IV. 

! That  Widows  admitted  to  an  An¬ 
nual  Allowance  from  the  Charity , 
(hall  begin  to  enjoy  it  from  the  Fir Jl 
Day  of  the  Month  following  the 
Deceaje  of  their  Husbands,  pro¬ 
vided  they  apply  within  ‘Twelve 
Months  for  the  fame ;  otherwife,from 
the  Time  of  their  Application- 

V.  ■ 

That  if  any  Widow ,  admitted  to 
the  Charity,  marries  again,  her  Al¬ 
lowance  from  thenceforth  jhall  ceafe . 

VI. 

That  in  order  to  prevent  Abufes, 
no  Widow  fall  be  admitted  to  the 
"Benefit  of  the  Charity,  who  has  not 
been  married  for  the  Space  of  Twelve 
Months  to  the  Officer  by  whofe  Right 

foe 


IX 


PREFACE. 

(he  claims  the  fame ,  unlefs  the  faid 
Officer  was  killed  or  drowned  in  the 
Sea  Service,  And  if  any  Officer 
marries  after  the  Age  of  Seventy 
Years ,  his  Widow  fhall  be  deemed 
unqualified  to  receive  the  Charity. 

VII. 

That  if  the  Widow  of  an  Officer 
lives  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  any 
of  His  Majefiy  s  Dock-Yards ,  the 
Commiffioner  of  the  Navy  refiding 
there ,  and  fome  of  the  Principal 
Officers  of  the  Yarcf  or  the  faid  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Yard ,  where  there  is  no 
Commiffioner ,  fhall  inform  thejnf elves 
thoroughly  of  the  Circumflances  of 
the  Deceafed ;  and  being  fatisfied 
that  the  Widow  comes  within  the 
Rules  of  the  Charity ,  fhall  fign  and 
give  her  the  following  Certificate 
gratis ,  viz. 

Thefe  are  to  certify  the  Court  of 

Af- 
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Affiftants  for  managing  the  Cha¬ 
rity  for  Relief  of  Poor  Widows 
of  Commiffion  and  Warrant  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  That 
A.  B.  died  on  the 
and  has  left  the  Bearer  C.  B.  a 
Widow ;  and  according  to  the 
beft  Information  we  can  get  from 
others,  and  do  really  believe  our- 
felves,  is  not  poffeffed  of  a  clear 
annual  Income  to  the  Value  of 

and  therefore  ffie 
appears  to  us  to  be  entituled  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  laid  Charity 
under  their  Direction. 

Eejides  which)  the  JAidow  is  to 
make  Affidavit.,  that  her  Annual 
Income  is  not  better  than  is  expreffed 
in  the  faid  Certificate,  and  that  Jhe 
was  legally  married  {naming  the 
"Time  when ,  and  the  Place  where ) 
to  the  Officer ,  in  whofie  Right  Jhe 
claims  the  Benefit  of  the  Charity . 
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! That  if  the  Widow  refides  in  any 
other  Part  of  his  Majefly  s  Domi¬ 
nions,  a  Certificate  of  the  like  Na¬ 
ture  is  to  be  figned  by  the  Minifler 
of  theParifh ,  a  "Juft ice  of  the  Peace , 
and  two  or  more  Officers  of  the  Na¬ 
vy ,  who  are  bejl  acquainted  with 
her  Circumflances ;  and  fie  is  to 
make  fuch  Affidavit  as  is  before 
mentioned. 

IX. 

'That  all  Widows  applying  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Charity ,  are  to  make 
Affidavit ,  that  they  are  unmarried . 

X. 

That  Widows  admitted  to  the 
Charity  fhall  once  in  every  Year ,  at 
the  Time  that  fhall  be  appointed , 
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bring  to  the  Court  of  Afffiants  their 
Affidavits ,  containing  a  particular 
State  of  their  Circumflances ,  and 
that  they  continue  unmarried. 

XL 

d 

'That  Widows  of  Majlers  and  Sur¬ 
geons  are  to  apply  to  the  Navy  Of¬ 
fice,  and  receive  from  thence  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  Quality  of  their  Huf- 
bands  in  the  Navy ,  which  jhall  be 
given  them  Gratis,  before  they  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  Court  of  Afftflants,  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Charity . 

XII. 

That  no  Officer  or  Servant  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Bufinefs  or  Service  of 
this  Charity,  fijall  receive  any  Sa¬ 
lary,  Reward ,  or  other  Gratuity, 
for  his  Pains  or  Service  in  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  faid  Charity,  but  that 

the 
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the  'whole  Bufinefs  thereof  pall  be 
tranfa&ed  Gratis. 

Secondly ,  Of  the  different  Seas 
we  traverfe. 

The  Mediterranean ,  from  the 
Climate,  Fertility,  and  Beauty  of 
the  Countries  bordering  on  it,  claims 
the  Preference,  I  think,  of  all  Seas ; 
and  recompenfes  more  largely  the 
Fatigues  of  a  Voyage.  What  is  pe¬ 
culiar,  and  makes  them  more  than 
others  pleafant,  is,  Firjl ,  the  Tem¬ 
perature  of  their  Air,  neither  too 
hot  nor  cold,  but  a  pleafant  Medi¬ 
ocrity,  that  is,  Spring  or  Summer 
all  the  Year.  Secondly ,  Being  of  a 
moderate  Compafs :  A  Man  by  a 
little  converfing  with  Maps,  fixes 
an  Idea  of  his  Diftances,  his  Stages 
from  Place  to  Place,  and  may  mea- 
fure  them  over  in  his  Plead  with 
the  fame  Facility  he  would  a  Jour¬ 
ney  from  London  to  York.  "Thirdly, 
Thus  acquainted  with  the  daily  Pro- 

grefs, 
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grefs,  our  Approaches  pleafe  in  a 
Proportion  to  the  Danger  and  Wants 
we  go  from,  and  the  Remedy  and 
Port  we  go  to.  Leghorn ,  Genoa , 
Naples ,  &c.  have  their  different 
Beauties.  Fourthly ,  The  confining 
Lands  on  the  European  and  Afri¬ 
can  Side  being  mountainous,  and 
the  Sea  interfperfed  with  Iflands, 
gives  thefe  Priorities  to  main  Oceans, 
viz,  that  you  cannot  be  long  out 
of  fight  of  fome  Land  or  other,  and 
thofe  flowing  with  Milk  and  Honey, 
no  ordinary  Comfort,  excepting 
when  they  are  Lee  Shores.  Se¬ 
condly,  If  the  Hills  be  to  Windward, 
they  take  off  the  Force  of  ftrong 
Winds,  and  make  a  fmooth  Sea. 
And  thirdly ,  The  fame  Hills  to  Lee¬ 
ward,  do  by  their  Height  give  a 
Check  to  Storms ;  the  Air  ftagna- 
ting  by  their  Interpolation,  I  have 
obferved  frequently  in  fhore,  to  be¬ 
come  a  gentle  Gale. 


PREFACE. 

Laftly->  The  greateft  Pleafure  of 
thofe  Seas,  is  vifiting  Towns  and 
Countrys  that  have  been  worthy 
Hiftory  ;  the  moft  famous  do  fome- 
where  or  other  border  there,  and 
have  given  birth  to  the  greateft  Men 
and  greateft  Actions.  Greece ,  that 
was  the  Mother  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
the  Oracle  of  the  World,  that 
brought  forth  a  Homer ,  Socrates , 
Alexander ,  &c.  and  was  one  of  the 
four  great  Empires,  ftands  to  thole 
Seas  (though  changed  now  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  Turky-t  by  a  Progrels  as  won¬ 
derful)  fo  does  Italy ,  the  Seat  of  the 
laft  univerfal  Empire.  That  Romef 
which  fubje<fted  almoft  all  the  Kings 
and  Kingdoms  of  the  known  World, 
gave  Britain  Laws,  and  left  every 
where  eternal  Monuments  of  their 
Power  and  Magnificence  :  Here 
lived  Virgil^  Horace)  Ccefar  -  -  - 
Hither  feme  lay  St.  Paul  made  his 
Voyage,  having  coafted  along  Crete, 
and  fullered  Shipwreck  at  Malta , 

Iflands 
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Elands  famous  here,  the  one  being 
the  Birth-place  of  yupiter ,  the  o- 
ther  for  a  renowned  Order  of 
Knights,  the  profeifed  Defenders  of 
Chriftianity  againft  the  Turk. 

Volcanos,  Catacombs,  Trium¬ 
phal  Arches,  and  Pillars,  Baths,  A- 
quedudts,  and  Amphitheatres,  are 
peculiar  Curiofities  of  Italy.  There 
is  lcarcely  a  Spot  in  that  delicious 
Country,  but  is  recorded  for  fome 
remarkable  Occurrence  ;  is  memo¬ 
rable  for  High-  ways,  Grottos,  Lakes, 
Statues,  Monuments,  fome  Vidlory 
gained,  or  Battle  loft,  the  Birth  or 
Death  of  Ccefar  or  his  Friends.  On 
the.  African  Side,  ftands  or  did  ftand, 
Carthage ,  Troy,  Tyre,  Nice,  Ephe- 
fus,  Antioch,  Smyrna ;  and  on  that 
ihore  was  once  Chriftianity  firmly 
planted  (no  lefs  than  300  Bifhops 
being  expelled  thence;)  but  alas  how 
all  things  change!  neither  Great- 
nefs  nor  Virtue  can  exempt  from 

Mor- 
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Mortality  :  Towns,  Countries,  and 
Religions,  have  their  Periods. 

'Thebes ,  Nineveh ,  &c.  are  now 
no  more. 

Oppida  poffe  snort , 
<57  quceras  Helicen  &  Burin , 
chaidas  Urbes , 

Invenies  fub  Aquis . 

They  have  a  determined  Time  to 
fiourirh,  decay,  and  die  in.  Corn 
grows  where  Troy  flood:  Carthage 
is  blotted  out.  Greece  and  her  Re- 
publicks  {Athens,  Sparta ,  Corinth, \ 
with  other  fam’d  Aftan  and  African 
Cities  the  Turkifh  Monarchy  has 
overturned.  Their  Magnificence, 
Wealth,  Learning,  and  Worfhip,  is 
changed  into  Poverty  and  Ignorance ; 
and  Rome,  the  Mother  of  all,  over¬ 
run  with  Superftition.  Who, on  the 
one  hand,  but  feels  an  inexprefiible 
Pleafure  in  treading  over  thatGround, 
he  fuppofes  fuch  Men  inhabited, 

b  wliofe 


xvii 


xvw 


PREFACE. 

whofe  Learning  and  Virtues  have 
been  the  Emulation  of  all  fucceed- 
ing  Ages  ?  And  who  again  but  muft 
mourn  fuch  a  melancholly  Tranf- 
pofltion  of  the  Scene,  and  fpend  a 
few  funeral  Reflexions  over  fuch 
extraordinary  Exequies :  Perhaps  the 
Revolution  of  as  many  Ages,  as  has 
funk  their  Glory,  may  raife  it  again, 
or  carry  it  to  the  Negroes  and  Hot¬ 
tentots,  and  the  prefent  Pofleflors 
be  debafed. 

The  next  pleafant  Sailing  to  the 
Mediterranean ,  is  that  part  of  the 
Atlantic k.  Southern,  Pacifick,  South, 
or  Indian  Seas,  that  are  within  the 
Limits  of  a  Trade-Wind ;  becaule 
fuch  Winds  are  next  to  invariable, 
of  fuch  moderate  Strength  as  not  to 
raife  heavy  Seas,  or  ftrain  a  Ship  j 
no  Storms  at  Diftance  from  Land  -3 
and  equal  Days  and  Nights. 

The  Atlantic k  and  Southern  O- 
cean,  without  the  Limits  of  this 
Trade-Wind,  that  is,  from  30  to 

60 9  * 
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60“  of  Latitude,  are  far  the  worft 
for  Navigation  ;  wide,  rough,  and 
boifterous  Seas,  more  fubject  to 
Clouds,  Storm,  and  Tempeft,  va¬ 
riable  Weather;  long,  dark,  cold 
Nights,  and  lefs  delightful  Countries 
and  Climates  out  of  Europe. 

Laftly ,  Beyond  60  Degrees  of 
Latitude  we  have  little  Commerce, 
and  the  Seas  lefs  frequented  ;  the 
Countries  growing  more  and  more 
inhofpitable,  as  Latitude  and  Cold 
increafes  towards  the  Pole ;  how- 
ever,  Men  who  have  ufed  Green¬ 
land^  tell  me,  thofe  inclement  Skies 
contain  no  other  Vapors,  than  Mift, 
Sleet,  and  Snow  ;  the  Sea  lefs  ruf¬ 
fled  with  Winds,  which  blow  for 
the  moft  part  Northerly,  towards 
the  Sun,  i.  e,  towards  a  more  rarihed 
Air,  feen  in  thofe  Drifts  of  Ice  from 
thence,  that  are  found  far  to  the 
Southward,  both  on  the  European 
and  American  lide.  Another  Ad- 
yanfage  to  cheer  the  Winter’s  Me- 

b  z  lancholy 
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lancholy  of  Northern  Regions,  is 
the  Moon’s  fhining  a  Length  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  Abfence  of  the 
Sun ;  fo  that  where  he  is  entirely 
loft,  fhe  *  never  lets,  but  with  re¬ 
flected  and  refplendent  Light  on 
Ice  and  Snow,  keeps  up  their  Con- 
folation. 

In  all  Seas  are  met  numerous  In¬ 
cidents  and  Appearances,  worthy 
our  Reflection.  I  have  therefore 
gone  on  to  Obfervations  more  in- 
ftructive  and  amuftng.  If  the  Solu¬ 
tions  are  not  every  where  Standard, 
they  may  ftrike  out  Hints  to  better 
Capacities  ;  among  thofe,  I  can 
perceive  two  more  liable  to  Obj  ec- 
tion. 

Firjl,  The  Pythagorean  Soliloqu  y 
I  let  out  with  (p.  i  8.)  which  may 


*  At  the  Changes  of  the  Moon  appears  a  Pillar  of  Fire 
in  the  North,  which  darting  its  Rays  every  way,  moves 
from  Place  to  Place,  enlightning  not  only  Greenland ,  but 
Iceland  and  Norway  ;  and  fometimes  further,  till  the  return¬ 
ing  Sun  obfcures  it.  ( Harris ,  p.  635.  Vol.  IJ.) 

be 
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be  deemed  too  foreign  for  the  Sub¬ 
ject  :  To  which  I  anfwer - A 

Voyage  to  Sea  is  a  Type  of  that  dark 
and  unknown  one  we  are  to  make  in 
Death :  Wherefore  it  is  not  unnatural 
with  a  Departure  jrom  the  Land's 
End  of  England ,  (hooting  into  an  A- 
byfs  of  Waters,  to  conftder  a  little  on 
that  Life,  which  loft  is  a  Departure 
from  the  World's  End and  to 
launch  into  a  greater  Abyfs ,  Eter¬ 
nity  ; — The  Principle,  in  what  is 
material  of  us ,  I  think,  highly  con- 
lonant  to  Reafon,  and  continues 
ftill  the  Do&rine  of  the  Eaftern 
Sages. 

Diverfce  autem  corpora  formes  non 
funt  nifi  diverfee  modificationes 
ejufdem  materice ,  &c. 

[Keil  de  legibus  nature.) 

E.  G.  Vapors  condenfed  to  Rain, 
we  fee  defcend  oh  Earth  ;  and  both 
enter  and  pafs  into  the  Seeds  and 

b  3  Forms 
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Forms  of  all  Plants.  From  them* 
either  taken  alone,  or  amafied  in 
animal  Food,  is  what  conftitutes 
and  repairs  by  a  daily  Eating,  our 
own  Bodies ;  which  if  there  be  any 
Trull:  to  Senfe  or  Reafon,  moulds, 
decays,  and  turns  again  to  Dull  and 
Air,  in  order  for  Regeneration. 

What  only  can  deftroy  this  Phi- 
lolbphy  (as  I  obferve  at  that  place) 
and  maintain  a  RefurreCtion  of  the 
fame  Body,  is  Revelation,  and  the 
Immortality  ol  the  Soul ;  for  Same- 
nefs,  or  Identity  then,  will  not  con- 
lift  in  the  fame  individual  Particles 
being  united,  that  makes  our  Bodies 
here,  (which  we  are  fure  are  con¬ 
tinually  fluctuating,  and  changing 
while  we  live ;  )  but  on  that  Con- 
lcioulnels  which  the  immaterial 
Part  will  give,  though  joined  to 
Matter,  taken  from  the  Top  of  0- 

Secondly ,  The  Denial  of  Canibals 
i  againft  the  Authority  of  grave  Au¬ 
thors, 
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thors,  has  proceeded  from  a  Per- 
fuafion,  that  the  Charge  carries  the 
higheft  Reproach  on  Humanity,  and 
the  Creator  of  it.  My  Aim,  there¬ 
fore,  was  to  fhew  in  the  bed  man¬ 
ner  I  could,  that  the  Accufation 
every  where  has  probably  proceeded 
from  Fear  in  ibme,  to  magnify  the 
Miracle  of  efcaping  an  inhofpitable 
and  ftrange  Country,  and  from  De~ 
Jign  in  others,  to  juftify  Dilpofleffion, 
and  arm  Colonies  with  Union  and 
Courage  againft  the fuppofed  Enemies 
of  Mankind.  Conqueft  and  Cruelty, 
by  that  means  go  on  with  pleafure  on 
the  People’s  fide,  who  are  perfuaded 
they  are  only  fubduing  of  brutilh 
Nature,  and  exchanging,  for  their 
mutual  Good,  Spiritual  for  Tem¬ 
poral  Inheritances.  By  particu¬ 
lar  and  private  Men,  this  may  have 
been  fixed  on  a  People,  to  allay 
fome  bafe  or  villainous  Actions  of 
their  own,  that  could  not  any  other 
way  be  excufed,  or  bear  the  Light : 

And 
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And  for  this,  I  appeal  to  the  dis¬ 
cerning  part  of  our  Traders,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Guinea ,  whether 
they  do  not  think  the  Reports  of 
Cape  St.  Marys  Inhabitants,  Cape 
Monty  Montzeradoy  Drewirt ,  and 
Callabar,  down-right  Fahities,  and 
impolitick  ones ;  for  the  multiplying 
of  Places,  like  Plots,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  deftroys  the  Ufe  of  them. 

At  the  Caribbees  again,  it  is  full 
as  prepoflerous ;  for  on  fmall  Wands, 
had  their  Women  bred  like  Rabbits, 
they  mull  have  been  defolated  Ages 
before  the  Europeans  Arrival ;  unlels 
we  can  fuppofe  human  Flefh  was  eat 
only  on  their  Feafl-Days ;  or  that 
they  juft  commenced  Monfters  upon 

our  Difcovery. - LaHontan ,  or 

fbme  other  French  Tranflation  I 
have  read,  talking  of  Ganibals  bor¬ 
dering  on  Canada,  flies  into  a  ftrange 
Gallicifm ,  and  makes  them  com¬ 
mend  the  Flefh  of  a  Frenchman 

(lad 
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(fad  Partiality)  in  Eating,  as  of  finer 
Tafte  than  that  of  an  Englijhman. 

Thefe,  with  Europeans  neglect¬ 
ing  to  charge  the  Ea/i- Indians  thus, 
who  have  more  Power  than  fimple 
Americans  or  Negroes  to  refent  the 
Indignity  and  Reproach,  makes  me 
disbelieve  the  whole  of  what  I  have 
hitherto  heard;  and  that  the  true 
Anthropophagi  are  only  the  diverle 
InfeCts  infeftingus  in  diverfe  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  the  Pediculofs  Kind  do  not  live 
in  hot  Climates ;  inftead  thereof,  they 
are  afiaulted  with  a  ravenous  Fly 
called  Muskito ;  Legions  that  live 
wild  in  the  Woods,  and  feize  with 
every  Opportunity,  human  Flefh, 
like  Lions. 

As  there  is  a  ftriCt  Regard  to 
Truth  obferved  throughout  the 
whole,  it  is  apprehended  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sheets  will  be  not  only  a- 
muling,  but  ufeful. 
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V  O  Y  A  G  E 

T  O 

Guinea ,  Brajil \  and  the  TFeJh 

Indies \ 

In  His  Majefty’s  Ships,  the  Sw allow % 
and  Weymouth ,  &c, 

E  took  in  eight  Months  Provifions 
each,  at  F  or  tf mouth  $  Stores,  Ca- 
reening-Geer,  and  Neceflaries  rc~ 
q  111  uie  to  continue  us  a  doqble  Voyage  down 
the  Goad  of  Guinea ,  for  meeting,  if  pofllble, 
with  the  Pyratcs  5  who  did  then  very  much 
infeft  thofe  Parts,  and  deftroy  our  Trade  and 
Faftories.  Accordingly  the  Company's  Go¬ 
vernors  for  Gambia  and  other  Places,  em¬ 
bark’d  under  our  Convoy,  and  were  to  haye  * 
what  Support  we  could  give  them,  in  reftor- 
ing  the  Credit  of  the  Royal  African  Com¬ 
pany  }  which  begun  now  to  take  new  life 
under  the  Influence  of  the  Duke  of  Chandois . 

For  this  Purpofe  wefet  fail  from  Spit  head 
February  5  th,  1  7  44- 

It  is  a  Pleafure  we  have  beyond  the  Mer¬ 
chant-Service  in  failing,  that  we  are  forbid 

B  Com- 
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Commerce.  When  Men  of  War  have  no 
other  Lading  than  Provifions  and  Neceffaries, 
the  Duty  of  Sailors  is  eafed,  and  their  Con- 
venicncies  better  j  whereas  Cargoes,  befides 
difhonouring  the  Commiffion,  and  unfitting 
the  King's  Ships  for  Adion,  Aide  and  ficken 
a  Ship’s  Company  in  warm  Climates,  irn- 
pofe  hard  Services,  and  fpoil  the  Trade  of  the 
Merchant  they  are  defigned  to  encourage,  and 
exped  a  Gratuity  from  5  becaufe  Labour  and 
Freight  free,  they  can  afford  to  underfcl. 

In  the  Evening  from  fix  to  nine,  we  faw 
thole  Appearances  in  the  Sky  called  Capra  fa  l - 
t antes ,  by  the  Sailors  Morrice-cDancers  •  they 
are  Streams  of  Light  that  fuddenly  fhoot  into 
one  another,  and  difappear  for  a  Minute  or 
two ,  yet  fhifting  their  Stations  within  the 
Quarter,  in  fo  quick  and  furprizing  a  manner 
as  might  eafily  deceive  fuperftitious  Times  in¬ 
to  a  belief  of  Armies  in  the  Air  j  thefe,  the 
Scintilla  volant es ,  and  fuch  like  nitrous  Ex¬ 
halations,  having  given  rife,  it's  probable,  to 
all  thofe  Prodigies  the  Air  has  heretofore  in 
impious  Times  abounded  with. 

The  IVeftern  Extremity  of  England  that  we 
are  now  palling  by,  has  been  fuppofed,  from 
the  equal  Depth  of  Water  found  there,  from 
Doors,  Windows,  and  Roots  of  Trees,  for¬ 
merly  {it's  faid)  hooked  up  by  Fifhermen, 
to  have  been  in  Ages  paft  continuous  with  the 
rocky  little  Elands  of  Scilly ,  by  a  Land  called 
Lionefs .  When  I  confider  the  Changes  Earth¬ 
quakes  and  Inundations  have  made,  and  con¬ 
tinue 
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tinue  infenfibly  to  make  on  all  the  different 
Coafts  of  the  Earth,  lofing  in  fome  places, 
and  gaining  in  others  j  and  what  new  Iflands 
have  now  and  then  been  thruft  up  on  the 
furface  of  the  W aters  by  Streams  and  Cur¬ 
rents,  fubterranean  Winds  and  Fires  5  the 
thing  does  not  appear  to  me  altogether  con¬ 
jectural  :  the  Rocks  fcem  now  with  terrible 
accent  to  lament  the  reparation-  W ho  knows 
but  we  like  wile  are  fevering  eternally  from 
our  Friends!  it  is  a  Voyage  we  fhail  at  fome 
time  or  other  make  j  and  thofe  folitary  Rocks 
that  bound  the  lad  fight  to  our  Homes  and 
Countries,  naturally  bring  to  my  mind  fome 
Reflections  on  the  fubjcCt. 

Whether  when  we  have  fhut  tip  this  Life 
we  fhail  remain  refolved  into  our  Elements; 
revive  again  in  fome  Plant  or  Animal  t  or 
thirdly,  be  reinftated  Soul  and  Body  into 
Glory,  is  an  Enquiry  worthy  our  utmoft  Con¬ 
cern  and  Diligence  ;  as  it  will  fweeten  the  irn- 
bittered  Potions  of  Life,  make  us  patient  un¬ 
der  Afflictions,  and  even  eafy  on  this  trea¬ 
cherous  Element  the  Sea;  whom  none  ought 
to  truft,  but  they  who  have  a  Faith  in  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Immortality  has  been  the  Ambition  of  the 
greateft  and  wifeft  Men  that  have  lived,  and 
indeed  who  would  not  in  the  fatietv  of  world- 

i/ 

ly  ObjeCts  feek  out  and  dcilre  fuch  a  prero¬ 
gative  to  his  Soul?  The  Philofophcrs,  rather 
than  lofe  fo  comfortable  a  pro  foe  d: ,  have 
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placed  it  in  an  Exiftence  that  can  never  con¬ 
cern  our  Happinefs  or  Mifery  as  Men  :  The 
Princes  of  them  having  made  it  to  fubfift  in 
the  univerfal  Soul  of  the  World  y  from 
whence,  fay  they,  are  {truck  out  Scintillations 
to  every  thing  that  has  Life;  and  in  Death, 
what  was  Elementary,  returned  to  its  proper 
flation,  and  what  was  Divine  in  us,  to  what 
is  Divine  in  the  Univerfe  :  a  Metempfychofis 
or  Tranfmigration  continuing  the  World  on 
in  the  order  we  fee  it. 

When  I  ponder  on  the  natural  Caufe  of  our 
Being  .  .  .  On  the  Necellity  of  that  Caufe  to 
produceus,  and  what  the  material  Agent  is  . . . 
On  our  gradual  Advances  and  Decay ;  both  in 
refped  to  Body  and  Soul  .  .  .  The  Soul’s  fym- 
pathizing  with  the  diforders  of  the  Body  .  .  . 
Our  Sleeps  and  total  Forgctfuinefs  .  .  .  Our 
Sufceptibility  of  Madnefs  or  Idiocy,  and 
hebridous  Productions,  efpecially  that  of  Man 
with  Beaft;  I  am  tempted  to  think  this  the 
mod  plaufible  of  all  Philofophical  Opinions, 
in  relation  to  our  future  Exiftence,  that  we 
are  not  Creatures  of  that  confequence  we  i- 
magine;  our  Natures  neither  defer ving,  nor 
fhould  they  expeft  in  reafon  any  other  Immor¬ 
tality  than  what  other  Creatures  enjoy  in  their 
Seed  and  Tranfmigration.  This  DoCtrine  is 
what  the  Eaftern  Sages,  reverenced  for  their 
Wifdom,  do  ft  ill  propagate,  and  teach  the 
Heterodox  a  Lefton  of  Humility,  That  Tride 
was  not  made  for  Man :  but  at  the  fame  time 

it 
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it  makes  me  fuperftitioufly  fear  and  abhor  a 
Grave  of  Waters  j  which  I  fancy  will  fubfide 
us  too  far  from  the  Sun,  whole  Power  is  the 
chief  Principle  to  revive  us  a^ain  in  fome 
Plant  or  Animal  on  our  native  Element: 
which  will  be  fuch  perhaps  as,  in  our  Life¬ 
time,  our  Senfes  were  familiar  and  delighted 
with,  and  for  which,  we  had  a  fympatheti- 
cal  Affedion  and  Tendency  to.  But  then 
granting  the  Dodrine,  I  am  confidering  what 
the  Advantage  of  fuch  a  belief  can  be  to  us 
as  Men  ?  Why  none.  Ourperfonal  Identity 
muft  be  deftroyed  in  the  firft  Tranfmigration, 
much  more  in  an  infinite  Succeffion ;  and 
we  {as  we)  can  never  after  this  Life  be  af- 
feded  with  either  Pleafure  or  Pain.  I  am 
therefore  on  the  whole  fond  of  Revelation . 
and  wifh  that  to  be  Truth  which  afcribesfuch 
Power  to  Faith,  That  it  can  remove  Moun¬ 
tains :  and  therefore,  with  its  fruits  concur¬ 
ring,  may  raile  us  into  immortal  Spirits, 
tranflatc  us  to  Blifs,  even  without  palling 
through  the  horrors  of  Death. 

That  an  Almighty  Power  can  fubfift  us  to 
Eternity,  we  are  very  fure*  and  that  he  will 
do  it,  I  fay  let  it  be  our  Happinefs,  that  we 
have  thePromifes  of  his  Gofpel;  for  here  only 
can  be  a  remedy  to  all  worldly  Cares;  and 
wherever  Death  o'er  takes  us,  whether  this 
Voyage  or  nextjo  we  be  upon  oiu  fVatch, it  will 
transport  us  to  a  Tort  and  Treafure  fixed.  It 
will  free  us  from  Rocks, Sands, and  tempejluous 
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Seas ,  and  anchor  ns  in  a  Haven  of  Fe¬ 
licity. 

The  Gale  with  which  we  left  Englandy 
carried  us  the  length  of  Cape  *Finiflerre  into 
ferener  Weather,  and  Sun-fhine ;  but  there 
we  met  with  continued  Wefterly  Winds 
(very  unufual  to  the  Coaft  of  fi Portugal ) 
which  prolonged  our  Paffage.  A  Day  or 
two’s  fail  from  Madeira ,  we  fell  in  with 
Commodore  Matthews ,  in  the  Lion ,  bound 
with  a  Squadron  of  four  Sail  to  the  E aft -In • 
dies,  on  the  like  Service  with  ours  to  Africa , 
viz.  the  Suppreffion  of  Fyrates* 

Abundance  of  Sea-weed  floated  about  us 
at  40  Leagues  diflance,  and  continued  a 
conftant  float  till  we  reached  the  ifland  ;  an 
Argument  that  the  bottom  of  the  Sea,  ef- 
pccially  where  the  Depths  are  decreafing  to^ 
wards  any  Shore,  have  a  Cloathing  of  Plants* 
which  are  probably  the  common  Nutriment 
of  large  Fifh.  This  our  ‘Divers  in  Pearl, 
and  Coral-fifhing,  have  confirmed  to  3  or  10 
Fathom  water  ,♦  and  this,  I  think,  the  prefent 
Obfervation  proves  to  be  in  greater  Depths  $ 
ifi ,  Becaufe  the  Unwieldinefs  of  fome,  and 
the  manner  of  being  provided  for  Maftication 
in  others,  declares  Ruminating,  and  not  Prey, 
to  be  the  way  of  Subfiftence  in  many.  2 dly. 
There  is  a  greater  Refort  toward  Shores,  than 

C.THH.  ■  — ■»— — — — — — — i*iiniwwn  iiiwi  mi  »■■■■»  ™ ■  ■  ’  w i  ’H"  —  i-i«  ■— w—— 

*  Finis  Terrs? ,  the  Weftermoft  Extremity  of  Europe ,  and 
formerly  thought  a  Ke  plus  ultra. 

in. 
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in  the  diftant  Ocean,  and  perhaps,  like 
many  little  Fifh  in  our  own  Channels,  they 
may  have  their  Seafons  of  Rotation,  and  their 
Grazing,  the  Caufe  of  unrooting  and  throw- 
ing  it  up  here.  3  dly^  Porpoifes  play  about 
us  daily  in  Shoals,  the  moft  familiar  great 
Fifh  in  the  Atlantick ,  and  at  ail  Parts  of  it : 
They  tumble  moft  upon  a  rough  Surface,  and 
againft  the  Wind.  Sailors  obfcrving  thefe 
Porpoifes ,  fay,  they  portend  Storms.  The 
Latins  call  them  Porci  mar  ini,  from  fome 
Refemblance  to  the  Hog,  in  it's  Entrails 
and  Bignefs,  (weighing  feveral  Hundred.) 
Thefe  Fifh,  as  they  are  very  numerous,  ne¬ 
ver  enticed  to  the  Hook,  wafting  many  of 
their  hours  in  play,  and  gradually  leflening 
from  Shore,  fhew  they  know  readily  where  to 
make  their  Meals  at  the  bottom  of  the  Sea, 
tho’  at  other  times  they  certainly  prey  on 
fmaller  and  particular  Species  of  Fifh  :  Thefe 
their  Feafts,  it's  like,  and  That  their  ordinary 
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H  I  S  Iftand,  at  the  fir  ft  Difcovery  of  it 


by  the  P ortugiiefe ,  about  the  Year 
1420,  was  over-run  with  JVoody  whence  it’s 
Name.  Divided  to  the  two  Difcoverers, 
they  fet  the  Woods  on  fire,  which  Travel¬ 
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Madeira.  iers  fay  bumt  (even  Years;  the  Afhes  giving 
a  vaft  Fertility*to  their  Sugar~Canes,at  the  firft 
Planting  5  till  a  Worm  getting  into  the 
Cane,  ipoileci  the  Increafc,  fo  that  it  is 
now  entirely  planted  with  Vines  brought  o- 
riginaliy  from  Candiay  which  yield  the  ftrong- 
eft  Wines :  That  called  Malmfey  is  a  rich 
Cordial,  the  be  ft  made  at  the  Jeiuifs  Garden 
m  FoncbiaL  Their  Vintage  is  in  September 
and  Gaoler ,  and  make  about  25000  Pipes. 

Others  fay,  one  Mecham  an  Englishman, 
in  a  Voyage  to  Spam  was  drove  on  this 
Ifland  before  the  Difcovery  above  ;  That  his 
Crew  failed  without  him  and  his  Miftrefs  ; 
whom  he  buried  here,  left  an  Infcription  on 
her  Tomb,  and  then  in  a  Canoo  of  his  own 
building  failed  to  Barb  ary  ;  the  King  prefent- 
ing  him  as  a  Prodigy  to  the  King  of  C aft  lie : 
From  whofe  Account,  the  Spaniard  foon 
after  made  conqueft  of  the  neighbouring 
Canary  Iflands.  The  Ifland  is  rocky  Mourn* 
tains,  with  an  Intermixture  of  little  fruitful 
Plains.  The  higheft  Parts,  Goat-herds  and 
Woods }  the  Middle,  Kitchen-Gardens ;  and 
the  Bottom,  Vineyards,  The  Roads  bad, 
which  makes  them  bring  their  W ines  to  town 
in  Hog-skins  upon  Aftcs  ,*  a  browniflh  and  a 
red  fort,  the  latter  called  Vino  tinto ,  being 
according  to  common  report  ftained  with 
Tint ,  thoT  they  allure  you  it  is  the  natural 
Grape.  They  are  almoft  all  limed ,  a  Pre- 
femtive  againfl  the  exceffive  H^ats  of  the 
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Weft- Indies,  where  they  arc  for  the  molt  Madeira, 
part  tranfported  by  us,  and  where  no  other 
Wine  keeps  well. 

Trade  is  carried  on  by  Bartering,  4.0  or  50 
per  Cent .  being  allowed  on  an  Invoice  of 
Provifions,  Cloaths,  or  Houlhoid-Goods  5  of 
the/ormer  fort,  Bread,  Beef,  Pork,  Pilchard, 
Herring,  Cheefe,  Butter,  Salt,  and  Oil,  are 
firft  in  demand.  The  next  are  dry  Goods, 

Hats,  Wigs,  Shirts,  Stockings,  Kerfys,  $a- 
gathys,  Crapes,  Says,  Shalloons,  and  Broad¬ 
cloths,  particularly  Black  Suits,  the  ufual  wear 
of  the  Portngueji.  The  laft  and  leaft  in  Ex¬ 
pence  are  Elcrutores,  Chairs,  Pewter,  Poll- 
Paper,  Counting- books,  &c.  For  thefeyou 
have  in  Exchange  their  Wine  at  30  Millrays 
a  Pipe;  the  Malrnfey ,  60.  each  Mi  Ur  ay  in 
prefent  Pay  6  s.  zd.  in  Bills  6s.  What 

other  little  Traffick  I  had,  hands  as  per  Mar- 
oin  * 

There  is  one  Caution  to  be  obferved  ; 

That  as  there  is  not  much  difhonour  in 
Trade  to  take  advantage  of  a  Chapman’s 
Weakncfs,  it  is  prudent  to  fee  the  Wines 
you  have  tailed  (hipped  forthwith,  or  it  i$ 


*  Sold  2  half-worn  Suits  for  a  Pipe  of  Wine. 

3  Second-hand  Wigs - -Ditto. 

Loaf-Sugar  iells  20  d.per  lib. 
Chefnire-Cheefe,-  8. 

Bisket,  2. 

Beef  per  piece  10. 

Bought  Citron  at  1  5 d. 

Lemons  fer  C.  2c., 
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Madeira,  odds  but  the  Stranger  finds  them  adulterated  : 
So  that  altho’  they  feem  to  allow  a  good  I  li¬ 
ter  eit  on  your  Goods  5  yet  the  Badnefs  of  your 
Wine,  or  (if  good)  broke  at  their  Price,  lef- 
fens  the  fuppofed  Advantage.  Some  Goods 
at  particular  times,  bear  an  extraordinary 
Price ;  not  fo  much  by  a  Call  of  the  Ifland, 
as  of  Brafily  whither  they  are  again  exported. 

Fonchial  is  the  chief  Town  of  the  Ifland, 
theRefidence  of  the  Governour  and  Rifhop  :  Is 
large  and  populous,  has  five  or  fix  Churches  ; 
three  Nunneries,  not  fo  ftrift  as  at  Lisbon ,  we 
converfing  and  trading  for  Toys  with  them 
every  day  5  and  as  many  Convents  of  Fathers. 
That  of  the  jefuits  has  at  prefent  in  it  only 
feventeen ;  a  neat  handfome  Building  and 
Chappel:  this  Order  being  in  all  Catholick 
Countries  the  moft  refpe&ed  for  their  Lear¬ 
ning  and  Riches.  Wherever  you  find  a  Col¬ 
lege  of  them,  you  may  be  lure  there  is  good 
Living.  The  other  Inhabitants  confift  of  a 
mixed  Race ;  CP ortuguefey  Blacks ,  and  Mo- 
lattoesy  who  are  civil,  courteous,  and  e- 
qually  refpefted  in  Trade ;  the  Portuguefe  no 
where  abroad  ferupling  an  Alliance  with  dark¬ 
er  Colours. 

They  keep  no  regular  Market,  but  the 
Country  brings  in  according  as  they  think 
will  be  the  Demand  at  any  time:  Kid,  Pork, 
and  now  and  then  a  lean  Heifer,  Cabbages, 
Lemons,  Oranges,  Walnuts,  Figs,  Yams, 
Bananoes,e^r.  There  is  one  Curiofity  I  found 
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in  their  Gardens  called  the  ever  la  ft  iug  Flow-  Madeira 
ery  never  fading  after  gathered,  or  indifeer- 
nibly,  in  many  Years  5  the  Herb  is  like  Sage 
growing,  and  the  Flower  like  Camomil: 

I  laid  by  feveralof  them,  and  found  at  twelve 
Months  end  they  were  juft  of  the  fame  frefh- 
nefs  as  when  gathered. 

Fonchial  Road  is  very  open  and  unfafe  a- 
gainft  Weft  and  S.  W.  Winds  5  deep  Water 
alfo,  that  there  is  no  anchoring  but  at  the  Weft 
End,  and  that  in  40  Fathom,  a  Mile  or  Mile 
and  half  off  Shore  :  So  that  when  a  Swell 
from  thofe  Quarters  gives  notice  of  a  Gale 
coming,  all  Ships  in  the  Road  flip  their 
Cables  and  to  Sea,  returning  at  a  more  fa« 
vourable  feafon  for  their  lading:  Which 
likewife,  by  an  extraordinary  Surf  on  the 
Beach,  becomes  troublefome  to  (hip  off;  com* 
rnonly  done  by  fwimming  the  Pipes  off  to 
the  Lanch,  or  lade  on  the  Beach,  and  run 
her  with  many  hands  into  the  Sea.  The 
like  trouble  Boats  have  in  Watering  (by 
a  River  at  the  W.  End  of  the  Town)  and  is 
moft  commodioufly  done  before  the  Sea- 
breeze  comes  in. 

The  Loo  makes  a  tolerable  Harbour  for 
Email  Veflcls  againft  Wefterly  Winds,  that, 
would  be  unfafe  without .  They  make  faft 
their  Cable  to  a  high  Rock  called  the  Looy 
whereon  is  a  Fort  5  but  when  the  Winds 
veer,  opening  their  Heads  to  the  Sea,  all 

Hands 
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Madeira.  Hands  go  on  Shore,  and  leave  the  Ship  and 

Storm  to  conteft  it  bv  themfelves. 

*  .  * 

Their  Lodgings  on  fhore  are  as  uneafy  to 
Strangers,  as  the  Road  to  Ships;  being  pro- 
digioufly  peftered  with  Bugs  and  Fleas.  Cotts 
upon  the  Floors,  is  the  common  way  of 
laying. 

Their  Strength  is  in  the  Militia,  computed 
at  18000  difeiplin’d  and  loyal  Fellows* 
They,  th z Azores,  and  Cape  VDe  Verd  Klands 
foon  returning  to  their  Allegiance,  after  that 
Revolution  in  Portugal ,  1640. 

Before  I  leave  Madeira ,  1  muft  relate  the 
furprizing  Account  juft  arrived  here  by  leve- 
ral  Mafters  of  Veffels,  Eye-witnefles  of  a 
new  Ifland  which  fprung  out  of  the  Sfca  the 
20th  of  November  laft,  1 7  Leagues  S.  E.  from 
Terceira ,  one  of  the  Weftern  Iflands. 

The  Mafter  who  took  a  Survey  of  it  by 
order  from  the  Governour  of  Terceira ,  lays  it 
down,  a  League  long,  a  Mile  broad,  a  little 
above  the  furface  of  the  Water,  and  fmo- 
king  like  a  Volcano .  After  the  Eruption,  the 
Sea  for  feveral  Leagues  round  was  covered 
with  Pumice-ftone,  and  half-broiled  Fifh.  I 
was  curious  to  know  What  Symptoms  (if 
any)  had  preceded  this  Prodigy  at  the  other 
Iflands  s  and  learned  that  Pico ,  one  of  them, 
a  noted  Volcano ,  had  ceafed  to  burn  for 
Tome  time,  and  that  they  had  felt  a  Shock 
or  two  of  an  Earthquake  that  had  doqe  con- 
fiderable  damage.  Corvo7  an  Ifland  in  this 

Neigh- 
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Neighbourhood  Albert  de  Mandelzo  tellsMadeira- 
us)  ftarted  up  alfo  in  fuch  manner,  June  1 6, 

1628.  And  Hiftory  relates  the  like  in  the 
Archipelago . 

That  new  Iflands  fhould  be  formed  in  Ri¬ 
vers,  as  at  the  Conflux  of  the  Save  with  the 
\ Danube ,  or  Sands  {Lifting  in  any  Channels, 
may  be  from  the  Swiftnefs  of  the  Streams, 
wafting  fome  and  railing  others  3  but  that 
this  Effect  fhould  happen  in  deep  Water,  50 
or  60  Miles  from  Shore,  is  truly  wonderful : 

The  Phenomenon  feems  belt  refolved  here, 
by  fubterranean  Fires,  which  from  a  great 
Depth  and  Extent  have  their  Vents  at  Vol¬ 
canoes  5  and  as  the  Confumption  of  their  Ma¬ 
terials  is  more,  the  nigher  they  are  fuch  Vents 
(obfervabie  in  Italy,  Icelandic.)  fo  their  Ef¬ 
fects  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Waters  (when 
by  any  Accident  the  Mouth  is  flopp'd,  and 
they  meet)  muft  beConcuftlons  of  the  Earth, 
blowing  the  Mountains  away  in  Cinders; 
and  now  and  then  in  Ages,  fuch  a  Wonder 
as  a  new  Ifland,  the  fame  as  we  fee  (if  we 
may  compare  great  things  with  fmall)  in  fe- 
veral  Chymical  Preparations.  This  iflan d has 
fettled,  and  probably  by  the  Spunginefs  of  its 
Materials,  may  fink  in  a  few  Years  out  of 
fight  again.  The  ultimate  End,  is  perhaps 
to  ftrike  Mankind  with  a  Dread  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  warn  a  finful  World  againft  the 
Confequenees  of  angry  Omnipotence  :  Men 

gene- 
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generally  taking  a  deeper  Impreffion  from 
feme  thing  new  and  wonderful  in  Nature* 
than  in  the  Creation  or  Confervation  of  the 
World  it  felf. 


CANARIES. 


FR  O  M  Madeira  we  failed  by  the  Ca¬ 
nary  liiands,  belonging  to  the  Spa - 
niardsy  and  taken  by  them  in  1418. 

Falma^  remarkable  for  rich  Wines*  mak¬ 
ing  12000  Pipes  per  Annum . 

Ferro ,  or  Ferrara *  for  our  Navigators 
taking  their  firft  Meridian  from  thence*  there 
being  none,  or  the  leaf:  Variation  5  and  for  a 
Volcano  t hat  now  and  then  breaks  out  upon 
it.  One  in  November  1677 *  feen  five  Days? 
and  in  1692  broke  out  again  with  Earth¬ 
quakes*  and  feen  ftxWeeks  together  :  There  is 
alfo,  our  Voyages  fay,  a  wonderful  Treeon 
it,  forty  Foot  high,  that  condenfes  the  Clouds 
in  fuch  quantity*  as  to  fupply  the  want  of 
Springs. 

Grand  Canary ,  the  chief  Refidence  for 
Governours  and  Confuls  5  and  Teneriff \  for 
its  noted  Fike,  thought  from  the  fhewing  it 
felf  fingly,  to  be  the  higheft  Land  in  the 
World.  It  is  a  Pyramidal  Heap  of  rough 
Rocks  piled  thus  (it's  thought  by  Naturalifts) 

from 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft- Indies.  31 

from  feme  fubterraneous  Conflagration  that  Canaries, 
burft  out  heretofore. 

The  Ancients  called  them  Infinite  fortu¬ 
nate  ;  it’s  likely  from  the  Interception  they 
may  have  given  to  the  Deftruction  of  Coaft¬ 
ers  blown  off,  before  the  ufe  of  the  Com- 
pafs:  Cape  Non  on  the  Continent  being 
the  utmoft  of  their  Navigation. 

GQQgQQ9G>Q9QQg9QQQQQQQQQQO 

Cape  de  V  E  R  D  Ijlands , 

DEnominated  from  the  Cape,  always  Cape  de 
green;  They  were  anciently  called Verd 
Hefperides  $  the  Diminutive  of  Spain ,  called  JIands' 
heretofore  Hefperia ,  propter ea  quod  hec  re- 
gio,  omnium  extrema,  fit  a  fit  ad  Occidentem  5 
Hefperus ,  the  Evening  Star,  by  a  Metaphor 
fignifying  the  Weft. 

They  are  inhabited  by  Vortuguefe ,  who 
welcome  all  fort  of  Ships  (of  good,  or  ill  De- 
fign)  bound  to  Guinea ,  India ,  Brafil,  or  the 
Weft-Indies  ;  they  frequently  putting  in 
here  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  frefh  Provi- 
iions,  exchanged  for  Trifles  5  chiefly  at  St. 

Iag°  {James)  the  principal,  which  has  three 
or  four  Forts,  and  where  refidesthe  Gover¬ 
nors.  In  feveral  of  thefe  Wands  there  are 
natural  Salt-Ponds,  kerning  great  quantities 
without  trouble.  The  moil  noted  by  the 
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Verdde  Ewgiiftis  Mazo,  orthelfleof  May ,  where 
l/ands.  niany  of  our  Ships  lade  in  Summer  5  and 
was,  with  Tangier,  and  Bombay  in  India , 
Part  of  Q.  Catherine  s  Fortune  to  England * 
Another  of  them  has  a  Volcano ,  and  called 
"Del  Fuego. 

The  Land  about  the  Cape  appears  the 
Height  of  that  at  Beal  in  Kent  ;  woody5 
a  white  even  Sand  along  Shore,  and  about 
28  Fathom  Water  a  League  off.  Juft  to  the 
Northward  are  two  or  three  great  Rocks, 
called  by  our  Sailors  Shitten  I  (lands,  being 
white  all  over  with  the  Dung  of  Sea-fowls, 
At  the  fame  diftance  Southward  of  the  Cape., 
is  an  IfSand  called  Goree ,  about  a  League 
from  the  Main,  has  a  French  Fadory  with 
two  Forts,  commanding  all  the  Trade  about 
the  River  Senega ,  from  other  Nations. 

While  our  Ships  lay  to  here,  we  had  good 
Fifhing  with  our  Lines  j  took  Breams  (or 
Bor  gas)  Skip-jacks ,  Groupes ,  a  Rock- jiff) 
(thick,  fhort,  and  of  a  deep  yellow  on  the 
Belly,  Gills,  and  Mouth)  and  the  jew-Jifh  , 
which  has  a  double  Mouth,the  uppermoft  not 
to  fwallow  Food,  but  full  of  Air-pipes,  and 
finned  like  a  Cod ,  all  well  tailed  :  and  hav¬ 
ing  wafhed  them  down  with  a  Bowl,  our 
Friends  and  we  parted,  the  IVey month  fleer¬ 
ing  in  for  Gambia  River  with  the  Gover- 
nour  Colonel  IVitney ,  and  the  Merchants  5 
We  for  Sierraleon,  anchoring  there  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  April,  1721. 


The 
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The  Winds  from  Madeira  to  Sierraleorff\'\ de 
at  firft  blew  frefh  at  S 4  and  S.  W.  and  as  we  jjan^m 
came  farther  to  the  Southward,  they  wheel'd 
gradually  on  the  Weftern  Side  of  the  Circle, 
quite  round  to  the  N.  fo  as  in  the  Latitude  of 
2  1  to  have  it  N.  E.  a  true  Trade, feven,  eight, 
or  nine  knots  Day  and  Night  3  but  whether 
it  Were  the  Badnefs  of  our  half-minute 
Glades,  the  tendency  of  the  Sea  with  the 
Wind,  or  any  Current,  I  cannot  tell  5  but 
we  always  found  our  felves  confiderably 
further  to  the  Southward,  by  Obfervation 
every  day,  than  the  Diftance  by  the  Log 
would  give. 

In  this  Pad  age,  we  took  up  a  few  Turtle 
with  our  Boat.  As  they  deep  and  bask  upon 
the  Surface,  we  deal  -upon  them  without 
noife,  and  throw  them  in  upon  their  Backs^ 

We  law  alfo  abundance  of  dying  Eifh,  and 
their  continual  Enemies,  xhzAlbicore  zw&'Dol- 
phin ;  the  latter  we  drike  now  and  then  with 
a  Fizgig,  or  Harping-irom  It  is  a  glorious- 
colour'd,  ftrait  Eifh,  four  or  five  Foot  long, 
forked  Tail,  perpendicular  to  the  Horizon  ; 
plays  familiarly  about  Ships  3  is  of  dry  Tade, 
but  makes  good  Broth.  They  are  feldom 
feen  out  of  the  Latitudes  of  a  Trade- wind  3 
and  the  dying  Fifh  never :  Thefe  are  the  big- 
nefs  of  fmall  Herrings ;  their  Wings  about 
two  thirds  its  length  3  come  narrow  from 
the  Body,  and  end  broad  3  they  dy  by  the 
help  of  them  a  Furlong  at  a  time  when 

C  pur- 


34 


Africa. 


A  Voyage  to  Guinea, 

purfucd,  taming  in  their  Flight,  fometimes 
dip  in  the  Sea,  and  fo  up  again,;  the  Wind 
making  them,  by  this  Expedient,  fleeter. 
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AFRICA  in  general 


S  there  is  nothing  more  furprizing 
and  delightful  in  Voyages  or  Travels, 
than  beholding  the  different  Habits, 
Cuftoms,  Dieting,  and  Religion  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Natives  ;  fo  there  is  none  I  believe, 
wherein  that  Difference  can  be  found, fo  much 
as  here.  A  Colour,  Language  and  Manners,  as 
wide  from  ours, as  we  may  imagine  we  fhould 
find  in  the  planetary  Subjects  above,  could 
we  get  there. 

But  before  I  proceed  on  any  Obfervations 
of  my  own,  it  may  be  proper  from  others, 
to  convey  feme  Idea  of  Guinea  in  general ; 
fo  much  as  carries  Probability,  either  from 
the  Dead  or  Living. 

Africa one  of  the  four  Quarters  of  the 
World,  next  in  bignefs  to  Europe ,  by  the 
Ancients  had  feveral  Names ;  Olympia ,  Am- 
monis  Ortygia ;  but  the  molt  noted,  A~ 
pber>  from  a  Nephew, it's  faid,  of  Abraham's . 
It  extends  from  about  36  N.  to  as  many  De¬ 
grees  of  Southern  Latitude;  and  excepting 
Egypt j  Barbary ,  Morocco ,  and  in  this  laft 
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Age  the  Coaft  of  Guineans  a  Country  as  little  Afnca- 
known  as  any  Part  of  the  Globe.  Marmol 
fays,  the  Arabians  in  the  400  of  the  Hegyra> 
palled  into  Afric  and  divided  it.  This  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  it  has  many  fine  large  Rivers,  fome 
of  them  navigable  for  Ships.  Along  the 
Banks  of  thefe  Rivers,  the  Inhabitants 
abound  with  Millet ,  Rice ,  Rulfe  or, 
Indian-Corn.  The  further  we  depart  from 
Morocco  on  this  Weft  Side,  or  Egypt  on 
the  Eaft,  there  is  always  found  lefs  Induftry 
and  more  Ignorance  :  For  Governments,  thoa 
never  fo  tyrannical,  are  better  than  none* 
extending  fome  Improvement  to  Humanity. 

The  Niger ,  which  is  one  of  the  largeft 
Rivers  in  Africa ,  is  faid  to  have  the  fame 
Property  of  overflowing  every  Year,  like 
Nile ,  remunerating  to  the  inland  parts  avaft 
Fertility  and  Increafe  5  and  this  very  pro¬ 
bably,  becaufe  it  has  been  traced  fome  hun¬ 
ted  Leagues,  and  by  the  Courfe,  defeends 
from  the  Ethiopian  Mountains,  the  common 
Fountain  of  both. 

The  Senega  and  Gambia ,  Branches  of 
this  great  River,  difgorge  here  at  the  wind¬ 
ward  Part  of  Guinea  $  they  are  large  Rivets, 
driving  cohfiderable  Trade  :  To  theformer  of 
thefe,  the  King  of  Morocco  extended  his 
Dominions,  about  1526,  by  the  Conqueft 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Tombuto ,  which  ftillf 
continues  tributary,  and  whence  that  King 
raifes  eonfiderable  Negro  Armies,  his  chief 
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Strength.  A  College  of  the  Sect  of  Halyy 
is  founded  in  Ale  Hi,  a  Kingdom  upon  this 
River.  They  have  many  Crocodiles  or  Al¬ 
ligators  ,  Sea-Horfes ,  and  Shirks  in  them. 
Senega  affords  great  quantity  of  Gum ;  and 
at  Gambia  begin  our  Factories  for  Slaves, 
Teeth,  and  Gold,  on  which  this  general  Re¬ 
mark, That  the  Slaves  there,  faring  fofter  from 
a  better  Soil,  are  not  fo  hardy  as  thofe 
lower  down.  The  Teeth  are  as  large,  and  in 
as  much  plenty,  as  at  any  one  Part  of  the 
whole  Coaft  5  thofe  taken  out  of  the  Sea - 
Horfe  are  fmall,  not  weighing  above  5  or 
6  Pounds,  but  more  folid  than  the  Elephant’s* 
And  laftly,  their  Gold  is  current  in  what  the 
Traders  call  Bars ,  little  twilled  Lengths, 
or  in  Rings  of  4,  5,  6 ,  7,  or  8  s.  Value. 

All  the  great  Rivers  flow  and  ebb  regularly, 
being  governed  by  the  Moon,  as  the  Tides 
on  our  own  Coafts  5  but  the  Sandinefs  of  the 
Soil,  and  Nearnefs  of  the  Sun,  makes  the 
Country  between,  fo  extreamly  dry,  that  they 
have  great  fcarcity  of  Water  for  an  hundred 
Miles  an  end  fometimes  j  and  this  Drought  is 
what  brings  the  Bcafts  of  ail  forts  in  Droves 
to  the  Banks,  for  fatisfying  Third,  ( Tygers , 
SPantherSy  Leopards ,  Antelopes ,  Elephants , 
Apes ;  OJlricheSySc c.)  From  which  Accident, 
fay  they,  might  probably  have  happened  the 
many  Hebridous Productions  that  have  made 
this  Country  the  Proverb  of  all  Ages  j  it; 
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continually  producing  fomething  new  or 
monftrous. 

Their  chief  Diet  is  Indian  Corn,  Rice, 
Palm-nuts,  Bananas,  Yamms,  Pine-apples, 
and  now  and  then  a  little  Fifh,  or  a  Fowl  § 
all  which  thro5  Ignorance,  and  want  of  Me- 
cefiaries,  are  very  (lovenly  cooked  by  them. 

Africa  is  almofta  Triangle  in  fhape  j  the 
Kingdoms  on  the  North  are  Mahometans  j 
and  in  the  trading  Towns  of  Barbary ,  and 
Tnrky ,  there  is  a  little  Mixture  o  ijews*  On 
the  Eaftern  Line  next  Berjia,  are  faid  to  be 
fome  of  the  Sedl  of  Gaurs ,  followers  of 'Zo- 
roajles ,  a  very  learned  Berflan  Philofopher, 
that  appeared,  according  to  Dr.  Brideaux,  a- 
bout  2300  Years  ago:  He  inftituted  Fire- 
worfhip,  and  eftablifhed  it  by  a  fuperiour 
Cunning,  through  mod  parts  of  Berfia  and 
India ,  where  there  are  ftili  fome  left,  poor 
and  defpifed, (called  Berfees)  fince  the  feventh 
Century,  when  the  Mahometans  over-run 
that  Country,  andalmoft  extinguifhed  them. 
In  eMEthiopia,  ( Brefter  Johns  Country) 
Writers  fay,  are  a  fort  of  Chriftians ,  (Fill  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  5 
meerly  nominal  I  believe,  for  the  Greeks 
themfelves,  much  nigher  his  Paftorfhip,  have 
fince  their  Conqueft  by  the  Turks,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  loft  their  Chriftianity  5  Poverty  and  Igno¬ 
rance,  the  Con  fequence  of  Captivity  having 
obliterated  the  outward  Pomp,  which,  next  to 
Power,  is  the  main  Pillar  in  all  Religions, 
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Afria.  Inland \  and  to  the  Southern  Extremity,  they 
are  Vagans,  And  on  this  Weftern  Line 
(the  Negroes )  ail  truft  to  the  Gregory  or  Fe * 
tijh  5  which  in  the  bulk  of  it  means  no 
more  than  what  we  in  Europe  call  Charms , 
which  in  many  refpedts  carries  ftrpng  Su« 
perdition,  that  is,  a  vain  Religion  in  it  5  only 
their  confecrated  Materials  having  more  Re¬ 
verence  from  their  Ignorance  and  Fear, 
work  more  ftupendous  EfFeds  $  or  are  ima¬ 
gined  to  do  fo,  which  is  the  fame  thing. 
So  much  may  ferve  for  a  general  Idea  of  A- 
frica ,  ftnee  feveral  of  the  Articles  will,  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  Voyage,  be  occafionally 
expatiated  on. 


SIERRALEON. 

Skrralcor:T3  Y  Guinea  here,  I  mean  all  Negro-land^ 
£3  from  about  the  River  Senega  North¬ 
ward,  to  within  a  few  Degrees  of  Cape  Bon 
Efperance  $  becaufe  Ships  bound  to  any  part 
of  this  Extent,  are  faid  to  be  bound  to  GuF 
nea  5  and  becaufe  the  People,  without  thefq 
Lines,  alter  to  a  dark  Colour  feen  in  the 
Moors  at  this,  and  the  Hottentots  at  the  o» 
ther  Extremity.  The  Name  (< Gordon  fays) 
imports  hot  and  dry7  and  its  Gold  gives 
Name  to  qur  Coin. 
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The  black  Colour,  and  woolly  T egu m c n tSierraleon* 
of  thefe  Guineans,  is  what  firfi  obtrudes  it 
felf  on  our  Obfervation,  and  diftinguifhes 
them  from  the  rdf  of  Mankind,  who  no 
where  elfe,  in  thewarmefl  Latitudes,  are  feen 
thus  totally  changed  5  nor  removing, will  they 
ever  alter,  without  mixing  in  Generation. 

I  have  taken  notice  in  my  Navy- Surge  on , 
how  difficultly  the  Colour  is  accounted  for ; 
and  tho'it  be  a  little  Heterodox,  lam  perfuaded 
the  black  and  white  Race  have,  ab  origine9 
fprung  from  different-coloured firfi  Parents. 

When  we  parted  with  the  Weymouth  off 
Cape  de  Eerd^  we  fleered  S.  S.  W.  to  avoid 
the  Shoals  of  Grandee ,  and  in  hawling  in 
for  the  Land  again,  waited  till  we  came  into 
the  Latitude  of  Sierraleon ,  fome  others  lay* 
in on  the  N.  Side  that  River.  The  Sound- 
ings  in  with  the  Cape  are  gradual,  from  60 
Fathoms  about  12  Leagues  off,  to  13  j  when 
we  get  in  fight  of  Cape  Sierraleon ,  known 
by  a  fingle  Tree  much  larger  than  the  reft, 
and  high  land  on  the  back  of  it.  We  run 
up  on  the  Starboard  fide  of  the  River,  an¬ 
choring  in  the  third  Bay  from  the  Cape$ 
where  is  very  commodious  watering  and 
wooding  3  and  regular  Tides,  as  in  any  part 
of  the  Channel  of  England . 

Remark  1.  The  Trade  for  our  African 
Company  here,  is  carried  on  from  Benfe  or 
Brent  Ifland ,  about  5  Leagues  diftance  from 
our  Anchorage,  by  Faftors,  of  whom  Mr. 
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-Blanket  is  chief.  The  private  Traders  arc 
about  30  in  number,  fettled  on  the  Star¬ 
board  fide  of  the  River  :  loofe  privateering 
Blades,  that  if  they  cannot  trade  fairly  with 
the  Natives,  will  rob  $  but  then  don't  do  it 
fo  much  in  purfuance  of  that  trading  Advice, 
(Amafs  Riches ,  my  Son ,)  as  to  put  themfelves 
in  a  Capacity  of  living  well,  and  treating 
their  Friends,  being  always  well  pleafed  if 
they  can  keep  their  Stock  at  Tar,  and  with 
their  Profits  purchafe  from  time  to  time, 
Strong-beer,  Wine,  Cyder,  and  fuch  Necef- 
faries,  of  Briflol  Ships,  that  more  frequently 
than  others  put  in  there  j  of  thefe,  John 
Leadftme ,  commonly  called  old  Cracker ,  is 
reckoned  the  mod  thriving, 

They  all  keep  Gromeitas  (Negro  Ser¬ 
vants)  which  they  hire  from  Sherbro  River , 
at  two  Accys  or  Bars  a  Month.  The  Women 
keep  Houle,  and  are  obedient  to  any  Profti- 
tutions  their  M afters  command.  The  Men- 
fervants  work  in  the  Boats  and  Periagoes, 
which  go  a  trading  in  turns  with  Coral,  Brafs, 
Pewter  Pans,  Pots,  Arms,  English  Spirits,  &t\ 
and  bring  back  from  the  Rio  Nunes ,  Slaves, 
and  Teeth  5  and  from  Sherbro ,  Camwood 
for  Dyers  5  a  Sloop  or  two  is  the  raoft  that 
is  loaded  from  the  latter  Place  in  a  Year,  and 
that  with  difficulty  5  being  obliged  to  go 
far  up  the  River,  narrow  and  befet  with 
Mangroves 9  which  makes  it  iickly. 
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The  Ivory  here  is  of  the  Elephant  or  Sea^ ien-aieoa. 
Horfe ,  great  and  firlali ;  the  former,  fold  at 
about  40  Accys  per  Quintal  in  Exchange ; 
the  other  at  half  Price. 

The  Slaves  when  brought  here,  have 
Chains  put  on,  three  or  four  linked  together, 
under  the  Care  of  their  Gromettas ,  till  Op. 
portunity  of  Sale  5  and  then  go  at  about 
IS  Pounds  a  good  Slave,  allowing  the  Buyer 
40  or  so  per  Ct .  Advance  on  his  Goods. 

As  thefe  Slaves  are  placed  under  Lodges 
near  the  Owner's  Houle,  for  Air,  Clean Ji- 
nefs,  and  Cuftomers  better  viewing  them, 

I  had  every  day  the  Curiofity  of  obferving 
their  Behaviour,  which  with  moft  of  them 
was  very  dejeded.  Once,  on  looking  over 
feme  of  old  Cr acker  s  Slaves,  I  could  not 
help  taking  notice  of  one  Fellow  among  the 
relh  of  a  tall,  ftrong  Make,  and  bold,  ftern 
afped.  As  he  imagined  we  were  viewing 
them  with  a  defign  to  buy,  he  feemed  to 
difdain  his  Fellow- Slaves  for  their  Readinefs 
to  be  examined*  and  as  it  werefcorned  lookr? 
mg  at  us,  refufing  to  rife  or  ftretchout  his 
Limbs,  as  the  Mafter  commanded  j  which 
got  him  an  unmerciful  Whipping  from 
Cracker  s  own  Hand*  with  a  cutting  Mana~ 
tea  Strap ,  and  had  certainly  killed  him 
hut  for  the  lofs  hehimfelf  mull  fuftain  by  it  5 
all  which  the  Negro  bore  with  Magnani¬ 
mity,  fhrinking  very  little,  and  fhedding  a 
Tear  or  two,  which  he  endeavoured  to  hide 
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Sierraleon^s  tno?  afhamcd  of.  All  the  Company  grew 
curious  at  his  Courage,  and  wanted  to  know 
of  Cr acker ,  how  he  came  by  him  5  who  told 
us,  that  this  fame  Fellow,  called  Captain 
Tomba ,  was  a  Leader  of  fome  Country  Vil¬ 
lages  that  oppofed  them,  and  their  Trade,  at 
the  River  Nunes  1  killing  our  Friends  there, 
and  firing  their  Cottages.  The  Sufferers  this 
way,  by  the  Help  of  my  Men,  (fays  Cracker ) 
furprized,  and  bound  him  in  the  Night,  about 
a  Month  ago,  he  having  killed  two  in  his 
Defence,  before  they  could  fecure  him,  and 
from  thence  he  was  brought  hither,  and 
made  my  Property. 

Remark  2.  Sierraleon  River  is  very 
broad  here,  but  in  ten  or  twelve  Miles  row¬ 
ing  upwards,  narrow  to  half  the  Breadth  of 
the  Thames  at  London ,  fpread  on  both  iides 
thick  with  Mangroves ;  Trees,  or  {lender 
woody  Shrubs,  that  fpring  from  the  low, 
watry  Banks  of  Rivers,  in  warm  Climates. 
From  the  Branches,  the  Sap  defcends  again 
and  takes  a  fecond  Root,  and  fo  on,  a  third, 
fourth,  &c.  that  the  Ground  is  all  covered; 
very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible  for  Men  to 
penetrate :  This  makes  them  fit  Haunts  for 
the  Manatea  and  Crocodile  (Sea-Cow  and 
Alligator)  which,with  the  Shirks ,  very  much 
infeft  the  River*  A  Story  or  two  of  thefe 
Creatures,  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

The  Manatea  is  about  eleven  or  twelve 
Foot  long,  and  in  girt  half  as  much  $  Teeth 

only 
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only  in  the  back  part  of  her  Mouth, which  areSierraleon-' 
like  the  Ox’s,  as  is  alfo  her  Muzzle  and  Head  5 
with  this  difference,  that  her  Eyes  are  fmali 
in  proportion,  and  Ears  you  can  fcarce 
thruft  a  Bodkin  in  5  clofe  to  her  Ears almoft, 
are  two  broad  Finns,  fixteen  or  eighteen 
Inches  long,  that  feel  at  the  Extremities 
as  tho'  jointed ;  a  broad  Tail,  Cuticle  granu¬ 
lated,  and  ofa  colour  and  touch  like  Velvet: 
the  true  Skin  an  Inch  thick,  ufed  by  the 
Weft-Indians  in  Thongs  for  punifhing  their 
Slaves  ;  weigh  to  five  or  fix  hundred  Weight  j 
of  a  firm  Flefh,  that  cuts  fat,  lean,  and  white 
like  Veal :  Boiled,  ftewed,  or  roafted  (for 
I  have  eaten  it  all  ways)  it  has  no  fifty 
Tafte,  but  is  as  acceptable  a  Treat  as  Veni- 
fon  to  Cockneighs. 

The  Negroes  way  of  taking  them,  is  in  a 
Canoo,  which  they  paddle  towards  the  Ma- 
natea  with  as  little  noife  as  pofhble,  (fhe 
being  extreamly  quick  of  hearing  :)  when 
near  enough,  a  Man  placed  ready  in  the 
Boat's  Head,  ftrikes  in  his  Harpoon  with  a 
long  Pole  into  her,  and  lets  go.  She  makes 
towards  the  Mangroves  immediately,  and 
the  Water  being  {hallow,  they  now  and 
then  get  fight  of  the  Pole,  and  fo  follow., 
renewing  the  Strokes  till  they  kill,  or  weary 
her,  and  then  drag  her  afhore. 

The  Alligator  anfwers  in  all  refpe&s, 
and  doubtlefs  is  the  Egyptian  Crocodile  5 
shaped  not  unlike  the  Li&ard \  but  of  two 
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'«,ierraleono[11Indred  Weight  perhaps,  covered  with  hard 
Scales  that  are  impenetrable  to  Shot,  unleft 
very  near,  long  Jaws  fet  with  fharp  Teethe 
two  very  large,  and  two  fmali :  Finns  like 
Hands:  A  Tail  thick  and  continuous  5  will 
live  a  longtime  out  of  the  Water,  being  fold 
frequently  alive  in  the  Weft-Indies .  They 
are  not  fhy,  but  rather  bold  5  and  tho3  ea« 
fily  waked,  will  not  make  off  prefently, 
our  Boats  falling  down  wvith  the  Stream 
within  a  few  yards  of  them,  before  they 
ilk  5  laying  basking  to  the  Sun,  in  little 
muddy  Nooks  they  form  in  their  egrefs 
from  the  Mangroves.  When  they  float 
upon  the  Water,  they  lie  very  kill  and  like 
a  Log  of  Timber,  till  the  little  Fry  under¬ 
neath  come  unwarily  {porting  about  them, 
and  tempt  their  greedy  Stomachs  5  they  diying 
very  quick  upon  their  Prey. 

One  of  thefe  fet  upon  a  Man  of  Captain 
Maftertons ,  a  Sloop  that  put  in  here  from 
Sherbro.  The  Sailor,  to  avoid  walking  round 
a  Bay,  and  being  mellow  with  drinking, 
would  needs  cut  his  way  fhort  by  wading 
over  a  weedy  part  of  it  up  to  his  Break, 
where  the  Alligator  feized  him  5  and  the 
Fellow  having  full  Courage,  ran  his  Arm 
down  his  Throat :  Notwithftanding  which, 
the  Crocodile  loofed,  and  renewed  the  Battle- 
two  or  three  times,  till  a  Canoo  that  faw  the 
Diflrefs,  paddled  to  his  Relief,  but  he  was  torn 
unmercifully  in  his  Buttocks,  Aims,  Shoul¬ 
der  s9 
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ders,  Thighs,  and  Sides  $  and  had  not  theSierra!e0Ii- 
Creature  been  young,  muft  certainly  have 
been  killed.  The  Man  recovered  of  his 
Wounds. 

Shirks  very  much  in  fed  the  Mouth  of 
this  River  5  the  moll  bold  and  ravenous  of 
the  watry  Tribe  :  He  never  forfakes  your 
Hook,  till  he  is  taken,  and  flights  the  Pro¬ 
verb, 

Occult  um  vifus  de  can  ere  pifcis  ad  hamum . 

We  have  catched  three  in  lefsthan  half  an 
hour,  each  8  or  10  Foot  long,  the  Livers  of 
them  making  above  ten  Gallons  of  Oil. 

They  have  four  or  five  Rows  of  fhort,  fharp 
Teeth,  one  within  another,  and  the  Sides 
of  them  indented  like  Saws.  Their  Swal¬ 
lows  14  and  1 6  Inches  over.  In  the  Maws, 
we  found  Beef  Bones,  and  what  other  Trafli 
had  been  thrown  over-board  in  the  Day  3 
for  they  are  like  the  FarfoiTs  Barn ,  they 
turn  on  their  backs  to  take  in  their 
Prey.  Our  Seamen  dreffed  and  eat  the  Flefli, 
tho’  very  ftrong  j  the  fault  of  all  carnivorous 
Animals. 

Thefe  Shirks  have  generally  two,  three^ 
or  more  pretty-coloured  little  Fifh,  the  big— 
nefs  of  Herrings  attending  them,  called  ‘Pi¬ 
lots  :  They  go  in  and  out  at  his  Maw,  or 
fatten  on  his  Back,  in  familiar  manner  : 

They  are  fuppofed  like  the  Jackall  to  the 
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Sierralecri. iony  to  be  inftrumental  in  procuring  him 
Prey,  and  warning  him  of  Danger  in  Shoal s, 
for  which  he  receives  Food,  and  Protec¬ 
tion  from  the  Shirk , 

I  (hail  give  an  Inftance  or  two  within  my 
own  knowledge,  to  fhew  the  Boldnefs  and 
Rapacity  of  this  Fifh. 

The  Weymouth's  Barge  rowing  up  Gam¬ 
bia  River,  a  Shirk  made  to  them,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  noife  of  fo  many  Oars, 
feized  one  of  them  in  his  Mouth,  and  fnap- 
pcd  it  in  two. 

At  Whydah,  a  very  dangerous  Coaft  to 
land  at,  having  two  Bars  before  it,  and  great 
Seas  i  a  Canoo  was  going  on  fhore  from  a 
Merchant-Ship  with  fome  Goods,  and  in 
attempting  to  land,  overfet :  A  Shirk  nigh 
hand,  feized  upon  one  of  the  Men  in  the 
Water,  and  by  the  Swell  of  the  Sea,  they 
were  both  caft  on  fhore ;  notwithstand¬ 
ing  which,  the  Shirk  never  quitted  his 
hold,  but  with  the  next  Jlfcend  of  the  Sea, 
carried  him  clear  off. 

In  fhort,  their  Voracity  refufes  nothing  j 
Canvas,  Ropeyarns,  Bones,  Blanketing,  &t\ 
I  have  feen  them  frequently  feize  a  Corpfe, 
as  foon  as  it  was  committed  to  the  Sea  5  tear¬ 
ing  and  devouring  that,  and  the  Hammock 
thatfhrouded  it,  without  Buffering  it  once  to 
link,  tho*  a  great  Weight  of  Ballaftin  it. 

There  are  in  the  Bays  of  this  River*  va<* 
riety  of  good  Fifh,  that  fupplies  the  Scarcity 


* 
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of  Flefh  5  Turtle,  Mullet,  Skate,  * **Ten-poun-Slerraie0n’ 
tiers,  Old-wives,  JCavalloes,  ||  Barricudoes, 
**Sucking-Fifh,  Oyflers,  f fCat-Fifh,  Bream, 
and  Numb-Fifh  5  the  mod  of  which  we 
catch’d  in  great  numbers  with  our  Searn  5 
two  or  three  Hours  in  a  Morning  fupplying 
a  Belly-full  to  the  whole  Ship's  Company. 

The  Oyflers  and  Numb-Fifh  have  fomc- 
thing  peculiar ;  the  former  growing,  or  rather 
flicking  in  great  Bunches  of  twenty  or  thirty, 
upon  the  Rocks  and  Mangroves,  to  which 
they  feemingly  grow,  very  ftnall  and  ill- 
tafted. 

The  latter,  which  is  the  Torpedo  of  the 
Ancients,  is  flat  as  a  Skate,  fo  very  cold 
as  to  numb  the  Hands  or  Arms  of  thofe 
who  touch  him,  but  goes  off  again  in  few 
Hours  5  and  with  a  Stick  you  may  tofs  him 
about  a  Day  together  without  any  other 
Harm  than  lofing  your  time. 


*  Ten-pounders  are  like  Mullets,  but  full  of  fmall  Bones, 
like  Herring-bones. 

f  Old*  wives;  afealy,  flat  Fifh,  half  as  thick  as  long,  called 
fo  from  fome  Refemblance  the  Face  is  fancied  to  have,  with 
that  of  a  Nun’s. 

J  Cavalloes;  a  bright,  filver- colour’d  Fifh,  with  a  prickly 
Ridge  on  each  fide,  half  its  length. 

||  Barricudoes  ;  a  well -tafted  Fifh,  one  Foot  and  an  half 
long,  not  wholefome  if  the  Roof  of  the  Mouth  be  black. 

**  Sucking-Fifh;  fomething  like  the  Dog- Fifh  ;  under¬ 
neath  he  has  an  oval  Flat,  of  three  Inches  and  an  half  over, 
granulated  like  a  Nutmeg-grater;  with  this  he  flicks  fo  fall, 
as  difficultly  to  be  torn  from  the  Deck.  He  often  infefts  the 
Shirk,  flicks  faft,  and  fucks  his  Nourifhment  from  him. 

f'f  Cat-Fiih,  fo  called  from  four  flender  Fibres  like  Whif- 
kers#  fprouting  from  the  under  part  of  his  Mouth. 

Re~ 
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Sierraleon.  Remark  3.  The  Country  about  Siet-- 
raleon  is  fo  thick  fpread  with  Wood,  that 
you  cannot  penetrate  a  Pole's  length  from  the 
Water- fide,  unlefs  between  the  Town,  and 
Fountain  whence  they  fetch  their  Water, 
without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty.  They 
have  Paths  however  through  thefe  Woods,  to 
their  *  Lollas,  and  •f  Lugars,  which  tho’  but 
a  mile  or  two  from  the  Town,  are  frequently 
the  Walks  of  wild  Beafis  3  their  Excrement 
1  have  found  up  and  down  in  Walking  here, 
white  and  mixed  with  Qfficles. 

The  Shores  hereabouts,  like  thofe  of  Swe¬ 
den,  are  rocky,  and  without  any  Cover  of 
Earth  alnioft;  yet  produce  large  Trees,  the 
Roots  fpreading  on  the  Surface  :  The  chief 
of  thefe  are  the  Palm,  the  Coco,  and  the 
Cotton-Tree,  defcribed  p.  1985  in  the  firft 
Volume  of  the  Htftory  of  'the  Ry rates. 

OtherVegetables  for  Food  are  Rice,  Yams, 
f[  Plantanes,  X  Pine-Apples,  Limes,  G- 

ranges^ 

— — — ini— 1— unrr—r- r  ~  —  ■■  ■  'i  •  r  "  '  ■'  ■  ii':TrAi  "'i  wi  lign  i  i ri  ■  i  n»  ti"’J 

*  Lollas,  are  Places  cleared  of  Wood,  but  barren ;  the 
Habitations  only  of  Bug  a  bugs,  the  Species  of  an  Ant ;  build 
not  above  a  Foot  and  half  high  ;  are  whitifh,  fmaller  than  the 
common  fort,  iting,  and  devour  Cloaths. 

■f  Lugars ;  open,  clear  Places,  Cowed  with  Rice, 
j  The  Pine- Apple  is  their  Prince  of  Fruits  ;  does  not  grow 
fo  high,  but  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pseony  5  a  beautiful  green 
and  yellow  ;  firm  and  juicy  as  a  Melon  ;  eaten  with  Wine 
and  Sugar.  Some  of  ftrong  Fancy,  imagine  all  forts  of 
P  ruit  to  be  tailed  in  it  ;  to  me,  it  always  left  a  Hinging 
abllergent  Flavour. 

||  Plant anes  and  Bananoes  area  very  common  Fruit,  fhaped 
like  Cucumbers,  but  (lender  and  longer  ;  peeled  of  their  Coata 
they  are  toafted  and  eat;  as  Bread,  fried,  or  eaten  raw.  The 
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ranges,  •f  Papais,  Palm-nuts,  wild  Roots, Sl£rralecm 
and  Berries. 

This  is  their  common  Suftenancej  the 
Gift  of  Providence,  without  their  Care ; 
they  might  abound,  but  prefer  Eafe  and  In¬ 
dolence,  he  being  greateft  among  them, 
who  can  afford  to  eat  ||  Rice  all  the  Year 
round.  Kid  and  Fowl,  they  have  a  few, 
and  were  all  the  domeftick  Animals  I  faw. 

Remark  4.  On  the  Negroes  here,  their 
Clothing,  Cuftoms  and  Religion. 

The  Men  are  well-limbed,  clean  Fellows, 
flattifh-nofed,  and  many  with  Ex  omphalos's^ 
the  Effedt  of  bad  Midwifry,  or  Braining  in 
their  Infancy  to  walk  >  for  they  are  never 
taught,  but  creep  upon  a  Matt  on  all  Fours, 

till  they  have  Strength  to  ered  themfelves  . 

^ E**—B—* aRaa*aMKIB!Ma<nlH,a,ail*nMH 

latter  is  the  juicier,  and  of  a  preferable  Take.  The  Plant 
bearing  them  grows  as  high  as  a  Cherry-tree,  with  a  Leaf 
three  Yards  long,  and  one  over  ;  -an  admirable  Detergent  in 
foul,  famous  Ulcers,  ftripped  of  the  inner  Skin,  and  applied  at 
you  do  Houfleek  in  Corns. 

*  Lime-trees,  about  as  big  as  our  Apple,  arife  by  feveral 
Roots,  and  have  an  oval  Leaf  ;  the  Fruit  fmaller,  but  of  lharper 
Scent  and  Flavour  than  Lemons.  In  the  Woods  alfo  are  many 
Se*vil- Orange  Trees,  the  Fruit  large!!  and  belt  tailed  of  any 
I  ever  met* 

4  Papais,  the  Size  of  a  moderate  Melon,  green  as  that,  and 
full  of  Seeds,  which  thrown  out,  and  the  outiide  pared,  is  ufed 
with  Meat, buttered  and  falted.  They  grow  20  or  ^oFoot  high, 

Bofman  fays,  Male  and  Female  (the  Alcoran,  that  all  Fruits 
growfo,  p.  213.)  the  Male  bloffoming,  but  bearing  no  Fruit, 

|j  Rice  is  fown  in  fwampy  Grounds ;  grows  the  height  of  our 
Wheat,  and  from  the  top  of  the  Stems  fhoot  very  Hender 
Stalks,  bearing  the  Rice  grained  one  above  another  to  a  vail 
Xncreafe  ;  a  Peck  yielding  above  40  Bulhels:  Yet  fuch  is  their 
Idlenefs,  there  is  often  a  Deficiency  fupplied  from  8herbro,& c. 

D  and 
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Sierra!eon.anc|  notwithftanding  this,  are  feldom  difior- 
ted.  Thefe  do  not  circumcife,  but  the  Slaves 
brought  from  the  Northward  are  frequently 
fo  $  perhaps  from  bordering  on  Morocco . 

The  Women  are  not  nigh  fo  well  fhaped 
as  the  Men  :  Childing,  and  their  Breafts  al¬ 
ways  pendulous,  ftrctches  them  to  fo  unfeem- 
ly  a  Length  and  Bignefs,  that  fome,  like  the 
^Egyptians,  I  believe,  could  fuckle  over 
their  Shoulders.  Their  being  impioVed  in 
all  Labour,  makes  them  rebuff;  for  fuch  as 
are  not  Gromettas ,  work  hard  in  Tillage, 
make  Palm-Oil,  or  fpin  Cotton ;  and  when 
they  arc  free  from  fuch  work,  the  idle  Huf- 
bands  put  them  upon  breading  and  fetifhing 
out  their  Wool,  they  being  prodigious  proud 
and  curious  in  this  fort  of  Ornament ;  and 
keep  them  every  day,  for  many  hours  toge¬ 
ther,  at  it. 

Their  Houfes  are  low,  little  Hutts,  not 
quite  fo  bad  as  many  in  Torkfhzre,  built  with 
wooden  Stockades  let  in  the  ground,  in  a 
round  or  fquare  form,  thatched  with  Straw  ; 
they  are  fwept  clean  every  days  and  for  Fur¬ 
niture,  have  a  Matt  or  two  to  lie  down  upon  5 
two  or  three  earthen  or  wooden  Difhes,  and 
Stools,  with  a  Spoon,  all  of  their  own 
making.  They  are  idle,  principally  from 
want  of  Arts  and  domeftick  Employments: 
for  as  I  obferved,they  are  fo  cautious  of  plant¬ 
ing  too  much,  and  wafting  their  Labour, 
that  they  are  really  improvident  5  fmoaking 

.  ail 
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all  day  in  long  Reed-Pipes  together ;  un-Siem^eon’ 
plagued  withTo-morrow,  or  the  Politicks  of 
Europe . 

Whole  Towns  fhift  their  Habitations,  ei¬ 
ther  when  they  do  not  like  their  Neighbours, 
or  have  more  Convcniency  fomewhcre  elfe  3 
foon  clearing  Ground  enough  for  what 
Building  and  Culture  they  purpofe.  Seig- 
liior  Jofephj  a  Chriftian  Negro  of  this  Place, 
has  lately  with  his  People  left  a  clean,  well- 
built  Town,  and  removed  further  up  the 
River.  Their  Huts  are  moftly  orbicular, 
forming  a  fpacious  fquare  Area  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  and  in  this ,  the  doors  paved  with 
Cockle-Shells;  two  or  three  Crofles  erefted, 
and  round  about,  Lime-trees,  Papais,  Plan- 
tanes5  Pine-apples,  and  a  few  Bee-hives  % 
the  latter  made  out  of  pieces  of  old  Trees, 
three  foot  long,  hollowed  and  raife'd  on  two 
Poles. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Area  was  a  great 
Curiofity,  a  large  Tree  with  500  hanging 
Nefts  at  lead  upon  it;  this  is  a  fmail  fami¬ 
liar  Bird,  that  builds  thus  about  their  Towns, 
upon  the  extreme  flendereft  Twigs,  hanging 
like  Fruit,  and  declares  the  Wifdom  of  In- 
ftinft,  ftnee  it's  defigned  a  Security  for  their 
Young,  againft  Monkeys,  Parrots,  Squirrels, 

&c.  Creatures  of  Prey,  whofe  Weight  can¬ 
not  there  be  fupported. 

Anointing  their  Body  and  Limbs  with 
Palm-Oil,  is  a  daily  Practice  with  both  Sexes* 

D  2  fome 
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ca  feme  life  *  Civet,  but  ail  cad:  a  Prong* 
difagreeable  Smell;  this  mending  it  much 
like  as  melted  Tallow  is  by  a  Perfumers 
Shop. 

Palaavers  are  their  Courts  of  Judicature, 
where  the  principal  or  elderly  Men  amongft 
them  meet  in  a  Ring  or  under  a  Lodgey 
to  fettle  the  Differences  that  arife  amoneft 
themfelves,  or  with  the  Factories;  the  fre¬ 
quented:  are  in  relation  to  Trade.  Each  fa- 
lutes  the  other  at  meeting,  by  a  Bend  of  the 
Elbow,  and  railing  his  Hand  to  his  Face* 
When  they  have  heard  what  each  Party  has 
to  fay,  they  determine  by  Vote,  who  has 
the  Reafon  of  the  thing  on  their  fide,  and 
lo  punifh,  or  acquit.  For  Fornication,  the 
Party  (whether  Manor  Woman)  is  fold  for 
a  Slave.  If  a  white  Man  lies  with  another^ 
Slave,  he  is  bound  to  redeem  her  at  a  cur¬ 
rent  Price.  On  a  Charge  of  Murder,  A- 
dultery,  or  if  there  can  he  any  other  more 
heinous  Crime  among  them,  the  fufpeded 
T'erfon  muft  drink  of  a  red  Water  his  judges 
prepare  >  which  is  called,  purging  the  Crimi¬ 
nal  :  that  is,  if  the  fufpedted  be  of  ill  Life, 
or  had  Envy  to  the  deceafed,  fo  that  the 
Surmizes  againP  him  are  Prong,  though  they 
want  pofitive  Evidence  \  they  will  give  him 


*  The  Civet  is  about  as  large  as  a  Ram  Cat,  comes  from 
about  Sherbro  ;  it’s  Head  like  a  Foxes.  The  Male  only  affords 
this,  at  the  rate  of  3  or  4  Grains  a  day,  gathered  with  a  Quill 
out  of  a  little  Cod  or  Hole,  near  the  Inteftiru  return. 
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fo  much  of  that  Liquor  as  fhall  kill  him  ;  butSierralcon’ 
if  inclined  to  fpare  him,  they  politickly  give 
ids,  or  make  it  weaker,  whereby  his  Inno¬ 
cence  appears  the  better  to  the  Friends  and 
Relations  of  the  deceafed. 

any  ar  ring,  is  a  Term  for  Man-dealing 
along  the  whole  Coad  :  Here  it’s  ufed  alfo, 
for  dealing  any  thing  elfc  j  and  by  Cuftora 
(their  Law)  every  Man  has  a  right  to  fcize 
of  another  at  any  Conveniency,  fo  much  as 
he  can  prove  afterwards,  at  the  *Pa!aaver- 
Court,  to  have  been  defrauded  of,  by  any 
body  in  the  fame  place  he  was  cheated. 

^Dancing  is  the  Diverfion  of  their  Even¬ 
ings:  Men  and  Women  make  a  Ring  in  an 
open  part  of  the  Town,  and  one  at  a  time 
fhews  his  Skill  in  antick  Motions  and  Gefti- 
culations,  yet  with  a  great  deal  of  Agility, 
the  Company  making  the  Mufick  by  clap¬ 
ping  their  hands  together  during  the  time, 
helped  by  the  louder  noife  of  two  or  three 
Drums  made  of  a  hollowed  piece  of  Tree, 
and  covered  with  Kid-Skin.  Sometimes 
they  are  all  round  in  a  Circle  laughing,  and 
with  uncouth  Notes,  blame  or  praife  fome- 
body  in  the  Company. 

During  our  day  at  this  Tort,  we  paid  a 
Vifit  to  Seignior  Jofeph ,  about  nine  miles 
up  the  River.  The  Reafon  of  his  leaving 
the  other  Town,  he  told  me  was,  the  fre¬ 
quent  Talaavers  he  was  engaged  in,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Differences  between  his  People  and 

D  3  the 
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Sierraleon.thc:  Grimattoes,  and  the  great  Expence  he 
was  at.  in  fo  near  a  Neighbourhood  with  the 
,  English.  He  has  been  in  England  and? or~ 
tugal ;  at  the  lad  place  he  was  baptized,  and 
took  in  that  chriftian  Erudition  that  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  propagate.  He  has  built  a  little 
Oratory  for  his  People's  Devotions ;  erefted 
a  Crofs  5  taught  ieveral  of  his  Kindred  Let-? 
ters,  difperfing  among  them  little  Romifh 
Prayer-Books,  and  many  of  them  are  known 
by  Chriftian  Names,  Thole  of  the  Country 
not  yetinidated,  never  have  but  one.  Moufi> 
or  Mofes 5  Tarratj  and  Cambar ,  are  very 
common  Names  to  the  Men  5  Baulee ,  and 

Kibullee ,  to  the  Women,  Others  take  the 

< 

Cognomen  from  their  Difpofition  j  Lion, 
Lamb,  Bear,  Hog,  &c.  like  our  cDanifh  An- 
ceftors.  Seignior  Jofepb,  who  is  very  com¬ 
municative,  tells  me,  to  the  extent  of  his 
knowledge,  the  People  are  cleanly,  of  good 
Temper,  and  docible  5  all  wishing  lome 
Miffionaries  would  think  their  Convention 
and  Wants  worth  regarding  :  But  the  Po~ 
verty  of  their  Country  will  probably  keep 
them  a  long  time  from  that  Benefit.  There 
is  no  Invitation  in  a  barren  Soil,  fcarce  of 
Provifions  and  NecefTaries,  Danger  of  wild 
Beafts  a  mile  from  Home  (efpecially  Wolves  5) 
and  about  their  Houles,  Rats,  Snakes,  Toads, 
Mufquitoes,  Centipes,  Scorpions,  Lizards^ 
and  innumerable  Swarms  of  Ants,  a  white, 
black,  and  red  fort,  that  build  to  8  or  9  Foot 

high. 
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high,  dig  up  the  Foundation  of  their  Houfess 
in  two  or  three  Years,  or  turn  a  Cheft  of 
Cloaths  to  Dull;  (if  not  watched)  in  as  many 
Weeks.  This  Chriflian  Negro ,  by  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  Trade,  has  in  feme  mcafure  re¬ 
moved  the  Wants  of  his  own  Family  (his 
Towns?)  they  arc  tolerably  flocked  withGW- 
nea  Hens,  Fifh,  andVenifon  j  while  the  Coun¬ 
try  fifty  miles  off,  he  fays,  have  little  to  feed 
on  but  Honey,  and  Manyoco  Root.  He  re¬ 
ceived  us  in  2iEurQp£anY)X£fe  (Gown, Slippers, 
Cap >&c.)  and  lent  his  Canoos  out  to  fhew  us 
the  Diverfion  of  chafing  the  Manat ea  j  they 
brought  one  afhore  in  two  hours  time,  and 
we  had  ftewed,  roaft,  and  boiled,  with  a 
clean  Table-cloth,  Knives  and  Forks,  and 
Variety  of  Wines  and  flrong  Beer,  for  our 
Entertainment.  The  Flefii  of  this  Creature 
was  white,  and  not  fifhy  ;  but  very  tough, 
and  feafoned  high  (as  are  all  their  Difhes)with 
Ochre,  Malaguetta,  and  BelKpepper. 

His  Kinfwomen  came  into  the  Room  after 
we  had  dined,  and  to  them  other  Neighbours, 
faluting  thofe  of  their  own  Colour,  one  by 
one,  by  making  a  Bend  of  their  right  Elbow, 
fo  that  the  Hand  comes  nigh  the  Mouth $  the 
other  to  whom  fhe  addreffes,  is  in  the  fame 
Pofture,  and  mixing  their  Thumbs  and  mid¬ 
dle  Fingers,  they  fnap  them  gently  off,  and 
retreat  with  a  final!  Quaker-like  Obeyfance, 
decently  and  without  Hurry  or  Laugh.  They 
ftiewed  likewife  much  sood-jnature  towards 

i — - 
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Sierraleon.Qne  another,  in  dividing  two  or  three  BiA 
kets,  and  half  a  Pint  of  Citron  Water  (we 
brought)  into  twenty  Parts,  rather  than  any 
one  fhould  mifs  a  Tafte.  In  conclufion, 
Seignior  Jofeph  faw  us  to  the  Boat,  and  took 
leave  with  the  fame  Complaifance  he  had 
treated  us. 

The  Religion  here,  if  it  may  be  called 
fuch,  is  their  Veneration  to  Gregries  :  Every 
one  keeps  in  his  Houfe,  in  his  Canoo,  or  a~ 
bout  his  Perfon,  fomething  that  he  highly 
reverences,  and  that  he  imagines  can,  and 
does  defend  him  from  Mifcarriage,  in  the 
nature  our  Country-Folks  do  Charms,  but 
with  more  Fear  :  And  thefe  things  are  very 
variousj  either  a  cleaved  piece  of  Wood,  a 
Bundle  of  peculiar  little  Sticks  or  Bones,  a 
Monkey's  Skull,  or  the  like.  To  thefe,  every 
Family  has  now  and  then  a  Feaft,  inviting 
one  another  $  but  of  this  more,  under  the 
Word  Fetijh . 


The  GRAIN  and  MALAGUETTA 


The  Grain 
»iMala- 
tfuetta 
Coops, 


WE  left  Sierraleon  and  were  joined  by 
our  Confort  the  Weymouth ,  May  i. 
from  Gambia  $  we  found  upon  Conference, 
that  both  Ships  had  like  to  have  ended  their 

Voyage 
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Voyage  atthefe  ftrfl:  Ports :  She  had  run  on^  Grain 
a  Sand  in  that  River,  wringing  three  Days  andg^ua^' 
Nights  in  a  Tide’s  way,  with  great  difficulty 
getting  off  :  We,  at  Sierralcon  letting  in 
Water  to  the  Ship  one  Evening,  had  forgot 
the  Plug,  till  we  had  5  or  6  Foot  Water  in 
the  Hold. 

The  Company’s  Prefents,  we  underftood 
by  them,  were  received  well  there  by  the 
King  of  Barra ,  and  he  has  given  the  Fa&ors 
leave  to  build  a  Fortification  at  Gillijlee ,  a 
Town  commanded  by  a  Woman,  about  15 
Miles  up  the  River  5  made  a  Duchefs  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Bajjenger,  from  whence  the  Cuftom  I 
believe  has  been  taken  up,  of  diffinguifhing 
the  moftdeferving  Fellows  at  trading  Towns 
by  the  Titles  of  Knights,  Colonels,  and  Cap¬ 
tains,  which  they  are  very  proud  of.  This 
Duchefs  of  Gillijlee  has  become  very  much 
the  Factory’s  Friend  there,  and  gives  all  pofli- 
ble  Affiftance  in  their  Settlement. 

Cape  St.  Mary's,  or  the  Starboard  En¬ 
trance  of  that  River,  they  found  no  Canni¬ 
bals,  as  commonly  reported  among  Sailors  j 
but  a  civilized  People,  with  whom  they 
wooded  thek  Ship. 

On  the  4th  we  were  off  Cape  Monte ,  and 
next  day  Mont zer ado,  both  high  Lands  5 
the  former  appearing  in  a  double,  the  latter 
with  a  Tingle  Hammock  $  the  Country  trench¬ 
ing  from  them,  low  and  woody  5  about  3  5 
Fathom  Water  3  Leagues  from  Shore.  From 

the 
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The  Gram the  latter,  came  off  a  Canoo  with  the  Ca~ 
guetta a  biceer>  Captain  John  Hee,  diftinguifhed  by 
Coajis.  an  old  Hat,  and  Sailor’s  jackett  with  a 
greater  number  of  thick  brafs  Rings  on  his 
Fingers  and  Toes,  than  his  Attendants.  He 
feemed  fhy  of  entering  the  Ship,  apprehend¬ 
ing  a  5P any arring  5  his  Town’s  People  having 
often  buffered  by  the  Treachery  of  Ships,  and 
they  as  often  returned  it,  fomc times  with 
Cruelty,  which  has  given  rife  to  the  Report 
of  their  being  Savages  and  Cannibals  at  fe- 
veral  places  $  very  unlikely  any  where,  be- 
caufethey  could  not  part  with  their  Slaves, 
which  are  but  few,  if  they  had  this  Cuftom, 
nor  could  they  have  any  Trade  or  Neigh- 
hours:  Their  Fears  would  make  them  fnun 
their  Enemies  (the  reft  of  Mankind)  and  all 
Gorrefpondence  totally  ceafe. 

The  j Fetifh  they  brought  off,  on  this  dan¬ 
gerous  Voyage,  was  a  Bundle  of  (mail,  black 
Sticks,  like  a  hundred  of  Sparrowgrafs  put 
into  a  Bag,  knit  of  Silk-grafs,  and  hanging 
over  one  of  their  Shoulders,  teeming  to 
place  a  Security  and  Confidence  in  it  5  for 
I  would  have  handled  and  tafted  it,  but  found 
it  put  them  in  a  Fright,  faying,  to  deter  me. 
Ton  didee ,  you  kicatavoo ,  (i.  e.)  if  you  eat, 
you  die  prefently. 

The  mutual  Diftruft  between  us,  made 
their  prefent  Bufinefs  only  begging  old 
Breeches,  Shirts,  Rags,  Biskett,  and  what¬ 
ever  elfe  they  faw,  parting  in  feme  hurry, 

and 
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and  calling  to  one  another  for  that  end,  in  ^he  Grain 
a  Note  like  what  Butchers  ufe  in  driving g^t^ala' 
Cattle.  They  have  plenty  of  Milhio,  Ric e,cw/fr. 
Yamms,  and  Salt  hereabouts. 

We  found  in  our  coafling  by  Bafhau,  and 
other  trading  Towns,  the  fame  Fears  fubfift- 
ing,  coming  off  every  day  in  their  Canoos, 
and  then  at  a  hand  whether  they  fhould  en¬ 
ter  :  The  boldeft  would  fometimes  come  on 
board,  bringing  Rice,  Malaguetta,  and  Teeth, 
but  Baying  under  Fear  and  Sufpicion.  Here 
we  may  take  thefe  O  bier  vat  ions. 

1.  Canoos  are  what  are  ufed  through  the 
whole  Coaft  for  tranfporting  Men  and  Goods. 

Each  is  made  of  a  itngle  Cotton- tree,  chi- 
zelled  and  hollowed  into  the  fhape  of  a  Boat ; 
lome  of  them  8  or  io  Foot  broad,  carrying 
twenty  Rowers.  The  Negroes  do  net  row 
one  way  and  look  another,  but  all  forward, 
and  Banding  at  their  Paddles,  they  dafh  to¬ 
gether  with  dexterity,  and  if  they  carry  a 
Cabiceer 3  always  ling  i  a  Mark  of  Refpedt. 

2.  Cabiceers  are  the  principal  of  the  tra¬ 
ding  Men  at  all  Towns  ;  their  Experience,  or 
Courage  having  given  them  that  Superiority  ; 

All  Ads  of  Government  in  their  ieveral  Dif- 
trids,  are  by  their  Votes. 

They  came  off  to  us  with  fome  English 
Title  and  Certificate  5  the  Favour  of  former 
Traders  to  them,  for  their  Honefly  and  good 
Service  s  and  were  they  done  with  Caution, 
might  be  of  ufe  to  Ships  as  they  fuccced  in 
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rhe  Grain  the  Trade  :  Whereas  now  they  contain  little 
and  Mala-  Truth,  being  done  out  of  Humour,  and 
learn  them  only  to  beg  or  fteal  with  more 
Impudence. 

3.  The  Negrifb  Language  alters  a  little  in 
failing,  but  as  they  are  Strangers  to  Arts, 
reftrainedto  a  few  Words,  expreffiveof  their 
Neceflities :  This  I  think,  becaufe  in  their 
Meetings  they  are  not  talkative  $  la  their 
Trading  the  fame  Sound  comes  up  often  $ 
and  their  Songs,  a  Repetition  of  fix  Words 
a  hundred  times. 

Some  Negrifb  Words. 

4 Dafhee ,  a  Prefent. 
Kickatavoo ,  Kiilc  d,. 

or  Dead. 

ToJJ'u ,  Begone. 

Yarray  Sick. 

Fabra ,  Come. 
Brinnee ,  White  Man. 
Bovinee ,  Black  Man. 
Soquebah ,  Gone,  loft. 
Tongo,  Man's  Privities, 
Bomboj  Woman's. 

Laftly,  the  Drefs  common  to  both  Sexes 
every  where,  is  the  Tomj ,  or  Arfe-clout, ' 
and  the  pleating  or  breading  of  their  Wooll. 
The  Arfe-clout  the  Women  tie  about  their 

Hips, 


cDidee,  Eat. 

Malafia,  1  , 

< j-ovma,  j  J 
Malembenda ,  Rice. 
Cockracoo,  Fowl. 
Traam ,  Good, 

Nino,  Sleep. 

«5^zzz  /izzzz,  all  one. 
Acquidera>  Agreed. 
Oz/nz,  Very  well. 
Tomy?  Arfe-clout. 
Attee.ho, How  do  you? 
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Hips,  and  falls  half  way  down  their  Thigh 
all  round  ;  but  the  Men  bring  it  under  their  g^t^ala" 
Twift,  and  fatten  jutt  upon  the  girdling  part Coaft. 
behind.  Both  take  great  delight  in  twitting 
the  Wool  of  their  Heads  into  Ringlets,  with 
Gold  or  Stones,  and  beftow  a  great  deal  of 
Time  and  Genius  in  it. 

The  Women  arefondeft  of  what  they  call 
Fetifhing ,  fetting  themfelves  out  to  attrad 
the  good  Graces  of  the  Men.  They  carry  a 
Streak  round  their  Foreheads,  of  white,  red, 
or  yellow  Walh,  which  being  thin,  falls  in 
lines  before  it  dries.  Others  make  Circles 
with  it,  round  the  Arms  and  Bodies,  and  in 
this  frightful  Figure,  pleafe.  The  Men,  on 
the  other  fide,  have  their  Ornaments  confift 
in  Bracelets  5  or  Manilla’s,  about  their  Wrifts 
and  Ancles,  of  Brafs,  Copper,  Pewter,  or  I- 
vory  ,*  the  fame  again  on  their  Fingers  and 
Toes :  a  Necklace  of  Monkey  s  Teeth,  Ivory 
Sticks  in  their  Ears,  with  a  broad  head.  Mott 
of  them  have  one,  two,  or  more  of  thefe 
Ornaments,  and  have  an  Emulation  in  the 
number  and  ufe  of  them. 

When  the  Nakednefs,  Poverty  and  Igno¬ 
rance  of  thefe  Species  of  Men  are  confidered  5 
it  would  incline  one  to  think  it  a  bettering 
their  Condition,  to  tranfport  them  to  the 
worft  of  Chrittian  Slavery ;  but  as  we  find 
them  little  mended  in  thofe  relpeds  at  the 
Weft-Indies ,  their  Patrons  refpeding  them 
only  as  Beaits  of  Burthen  $  there  is  rather 
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&  Grain  inhumanity  in  removing  them  from  their 
wMaia-  Countries  and  Families  j  here  they  get  Eafe 


guetta 

CoaJIsa 


with  their  fpare  Diet  5  the  Woods,  the  Fruits* 
the  Rivers,  and  Forefts,  with  what  they  pro¬ 
ducers  equally  the  property  of  all.  By  Tranf- 
fretation  they  get  the  brown  Bread,  without 
the  Gofpel :  together,  as  Mr.  Baxter  ob- 
ferved,  they  might  be  good  Fare,  but  hard 
Work  and  Stripes  without  it,  muft  be  allowed 
an  unpleafant  Change.  They  arc  fed,  it’s  true, 
but  with  the  fame  Diet  and  Deitgn  we  do 
Horfes  5  and  what  is  an  aggravating  Circum- 
Ranee,  they  have  a  Property  in  nothing,  not 
even  in  their  Wives  and  Children.  No 
wonder  then,  Men  under  this  View’,  or  worfe 
Apprehenfions^  fhould  be  prompted  with  Op¬ 
portunity  frequently  to  facrifke  the  Inftru- 
ments  of  it. 


Selthcs. 


W 


S  E  S  T  H  0  S. 

E  anchored  before  Sefthos ,  or  Sefthio , 
May  loth,  a  Place  where  molt  of 
our  windward  Slave-fhips  flop  to  buy  Rice, 
exchanged  at  about  2^,  per  Quintal.  The 
River  is  about  half  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  3 
a  narrow  Entrance  only  for  Boats  on  the 
{larboard  Side,  between  two  Rocks,  which, 
on  great  Swells  and  Winds,  make  the  flioot- 
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ing  of  it  dangerous ,  the  reft  of  the  bread thSefthos* 
being  choaked  with  Sands. 

The  Town  is  large,  and  built  after  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Model  from  thofe  we  have  left  5  they 
run  them  up  (fquare  or  round)  four  Foot 
from  the  Earth  j  at  that  height,  is  the  firft 
and  chief  Room,  to  fit,  talk,  or  Deep  in, 
lined  with  matted  Rinds  of  Trees,  fupported 
with  Stockades,  and  in  the  middle  of  it,  a 
Fire* place  for  Charcoal,  that  ferves  a  double 
Purpofe  ;  driving  off  Infeds  and  Vermine, 
and  drying  their  Rice  and  Indian  Corn,  Of 
the  upper  Loft  they  make  a  Store-houfe, 
that  runs  up  pyramidal  30  foot  j  making  the 
Town  at  diftance,  appear  like  a  number  of 
Spires,  each  {landing  fingly. 

This,  and  every  Town  hereabouts,  had  a 
P alaaver- Room,  a  publick  Place  of  meeting 
for  the  People  to  council,  and  tranfad  the 
Buftnefs  of  the  Society  :  They  are  large,  and 
built  fomething  like  our  Lodges  for  Carts, 
open,  4  foot  from  the  Ground  5  then  a  Stage 
to  fit,  rafted  and  well  covered  againft  Rain 
and  Sun-fhine.  Here  they  meet  without 
diftindion  King  and  Subjed,  fmoaking 
from  Morning  to  Night.  At  this  Place,  it 
Is  common  to  bring  your  Traffick  5  brafs 
Pans,  pewter  Safins,  Powder,  Shot,  old  Chefts, 

&c .  and  exchange  for  Rice,  Goats  and  Fowls. 

Two  or  three  Pipes,  a  Charge  of  Powder,  or 
fuch  a  Trifle,  buys  a  Fowl.  A  2  pound  Bafin 
buys  a  Goat  3  and  I  purchafed  two  for  an  old 

Cheft'j 
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Sefthos.  Cheft,  with  a  Lock  to  it.  Such  a  piece  of 
Mechanifm  I  found  a  Rarity,  and  brought 
all  the  Country  down  to  admire.  A  Watch 
Hill  encreafcd  their  Wonder  5  and  making 
Taper  fpeak  (as  they  call  it)  is  a  Miracle. 

They  bring  their  written  Certificates  hint¬ 
ed  above,  and  when  you  tell  them  the  Con¬ 
tents,  or  they  are  made  Meffengers  of  Notes 
between  English  Ships,  they  exprefs  the  in- 
molt  Surprize  at  fuch  fort  of  Knowledge  and 
Intercourfe;  it  infinitely  exceeds  their  Un¬ 
derhand  ing,  and  imprefles  a  fuperior  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  Idea  of  the  Europeans . 

The  King  who  commands  here  has  the 
Name  of  Tedro ;  he  lives  about  five  Miles 
up  the  River,  a  Sample  of  Negro  Majefty. 

As  there  is  a  Dafhee  exp  c£ted  before  Ships 
can  wood  and  water  here  5  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  fend  the  Royal  Perquifite  up  by 
Em  bally  (a  Lieutenant  and  Purfer)  who  be¬ 
ing  in  all  rdpefts  equal  to  the  Trull,  were 
difmified  with  proper  Inllrudions,  and  being 
arrived  at  the  King’s  Town,  they  were  ufher- 
ed  or  thruft  in  by  fome  of  the  Courtiers 
into  the  common  'Palaaver- Room  (to  wait 
the  King's  drelling,  and  coming  from  his  Pa* 
lace)  his  publick  Audience  being  ever  in  the 
Prelence  of  the  People.  After  waiting  an 
hour.  King  Tedro  came  attended  by  a  hun¬ 
dred  naked  Nobles ,  all  fmoaking,  and  a  Horn 
blowing  before  them.  The  King's  Drefs 
was  very  antick :  He  had  a  dirty,  red  Bays 

Gown 
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Gown  oh,  chequer’d  with  patch-work  of 
ther  Colours,  like  a  Jack  puddings  and  A 
Fellow  to  bear  the  Train,  which  was  a  nar¬ 
row  Slip  of  Culgee  tacked  to  the  bottom 
of  the  Gown.  He  had  an  old  black  full- 
bottom’d  Wig,  uncombed  5  ail  old  Hat  not 
half  big  enough,  and  fo  fet  confiderably  Be¬ 
hind  the  Fore-top,  that  made  his  meagre 
Face  like  a  Scare-crow  ;  coarfe  Shoes  and 


Stockings,  unbuckled  and  unty’d,  andabrafs 
Chain  of  zb  lib.  at  lead  about  his  Neck. 

To  this  Figure  of  a  Mail,  out  modem 
Embafiadors  in  their  Holiday  Suits,  fell  oil 
their  Knees,  and  might  have  continued  there 
till  this  time,  for  what  Pedro  cated  :  He 
was  fomething  furprized  indeed,  but  took 
it  for  the  Fafhion  of  their  Corintry,and  fo  kept 
making  ihftant  Motions  for  the  ‘Dafiee,  This 
brought  them  from  their  Knees,  as  the  pro¬ 
per  Attitude  for  prefenting  it;  confiding  in 
a  trading  Gun,  two  pieces  of  fait  Ship-beef? 
a  Cheefe,  a  Bottle  of  Brandy,  a  Dozen  of 
Pipes,  arid  two  Dozen  of  Congees.  But  Pe¬ 
dro,  who  iindcrftood  the  Prefent  better  than 
the  Bows,  did  nOt  feerii  pleafed  when  he 
law  it;  not  for  any  defeat  in  the  Magnifi¬ 
cence,  but  they  were  fuch  things  as  he 
had  not  prefent  Occafion  for  ;  asking  fome 
of  their  Clothes  and  to  take  thofe  back 
again,  pattictllatly  theif  Breeches,  fuliied 
a  little  with  kneeling  in  the  Spittle  ° 
But  on  a  Palaaver  with  his  Miniftersj 
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the  Prefent  was  accepted,  and  the  Officers  dii- 
miffed  back  with  a  Glafs  of  Palm-Wine 
and Attee^  ho^thc  common  way  of  Salutation 
with  Thumbs  and  Fingers  mixed,  and  flap¬ 
ping  off.) 

To  fmooth  the  King  into  a  good  Opinion 
of  our  Generofity,  we  made  it  up  to  his  Son, 
Tom  Freeman ;  who,  to  fhew  his  good-na¬ 
ture,  came  on  board  uninvited,  bringing  his 
Flagelct,  and  obliging  us  with  feme  wild 
Notes.  Him  we  drcfsM  with  an  edg'd  Hat, 
a  Wig,  and  a  Sword,  and  gave  a  Patent  up¬ 
on  a  large  Sheet  of  Parchment,  creating  him 
Duke  of  Sefihos ,  affixing  all  our  Hands,  and 
the  Imprefs  of  a  Butter  mark  on  Putty. 

This  was  taken  fo  kindly  by  the  Father, 
that  he  fent  us  a  couple  of  Goats  in  return, 
and  his  younger  Son  Jofee  for  further  Marks 
of  our  Favour  $  whom  we  dignified  alfo,  on  a 
frnall  Confideration,  with  the  Title  of  Frince 

Baxos.  Several  indeed  had  been  titled, 
but  none  fo  eminently,  as  by  Patent^  before- 
which  procured  us  the  entire  good-will  of 
the  King  *  fuffering  us  at  any  time  to  nawi 
our  Searn  in  the  River,  where  we  catched 
good  ftore  of  Mullets,  Soles,  Bump  nofes* 
and  Rock-fifh  ;  and  to  go  up  to  their  Vih 
lages  unmolefted. 

In  one  of  thefe  Towns,  fome  others  of 
us  paid  a  Vifit  to  his  Majefty,  whom  we 
found  at  a  Palace  built  as  humble  as  a  Hog- 
fty  ;  the  entrance  was  narrow  like  a  Port-hole, 

lead- 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies*  67 

leading  into  what  we  may  call  his  Court**^1105* 
Yard,  a  flovenly  little  Spot,  and  two  or 
three  Hutts  in  it,  which  I  found  to  be  the 
Apartment  of  his  Women.  From  this  We 
popped  through  another  fhort  Portico,  and 
difcovercd  him  on  the  left  hand,  upon  a 
place  without  his  Houfe,  raifed  like  a  Tay¬ 
lors  Shop-board,  and  fmoaking  with  two 
or  three  old  Women,  (the  favourite  Diverfion 
of  both  Sexes.)  His  Drefs  and  Figure,  with 
the  novelty  of  ours*  created  mutual  Smiles 
which  held  a  few  Minutes,  and  then  we  took 
leave  with  the  At  tee,  ho. 

From  Ills  Town  we  went  to  two  others 
ftill  farther  up  the  River  j  at  one  of  them 
was  a  bright  yellow-colour'd  Man,  and  be¬ 
ing  curious  to  know  his  Original, were  infor* 
med  (if  we  interpret  their  Signs  and  Lan¬ 
guage  right)  that  lie  came  from  a  good  dif- 
tance  in  the  Country,  where  were  more* 
Captain  Bullfinch  Lamb ,  and  others,  have 
fince  told  me,  he  had  feen  feveral  5  Mr* 
Thompfion >  that  he  faw  one  at  Angola , 
and  another  at  Madagafcar  5  a  great  Rarity, 
and  as  perplexing  to  account  for,  as  the  black 
Colour. 

Exomphalos* s  are  very  common  among  the 
Negroes  here.  I  faw  alfo  one  fquint-ey’d  * 
another  without  a  Nofe  5  and  another  with 
a  Hair  Lip  5  Blemifhes  rare  among  them, 
Circun^cifion  isufed  pretty  much  5  not  as  a 
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SeiUios,  religious  Symbol,  but  at  the  Humour  of  the 
Parent,  who  had  found  a  Conveniency  in  it. 

The  Diet  is  Rice,  Potatoes,  Yacoes  or  In¬ 
dian  Corn,  Partly,  and  other  Vegetables  5 
the  Cultivation  of  which,  and  their  domef- 
tick  Affairs,  are  all  impofed  on  the  Women. 

In  general  may  be  obferved,  they  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  cowardly ,  like  other  Countries  un- 
difciplined  *  a  whole  Town  running  away 
from  a  Boat  with  white  Men.  Thievijlj  on 
their  own  Dunghills  5  none  of  them  teem¬ 
ing  to  have  any  Notion  of  it  as  a  Crime, 
and  quarrel  only  about  a  Share  of  what  is 
dole.  So  la&y>  that  Scores  of  them  will  at¬ 
tend  our  Searn  for  a  Biskct,  or  the  Diftribu* 
non  of  fuch  final  1  Fith  as  are  thrown  by  ,  for 
tho5  their  Waters  afford  great  Plenty,  they 
want  the  Means  or  Inclination  to  catch  them  y 
chilling  rather  to  loiter  and  jump  about  the 
Sands,  or  play  at  round  Holes,  than  endea¬ 
vour  to  get  Food  for  themfelves. 
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Ionia. 


F^ROM  Sejlhos ,  we  reached  in  two  or 
three  Days  Cape  ‘Palma  y  weighed  An¬ 
chor  from  Jaque.a  Jaques ,  the  zSth  y  from 
BaffaUy  the  iothy  Affmeey  the  3  ift and 
anchored  here  the  6th  of  June.  In  this  part 
of  our  Sailing  may  be  obferved, 
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1.  That  the  Land  from  Sierraleon ,  except- G«£«Ap°l- 
ing  two  or  three  Capes,  and  that  about 
^Drewin*  appears  low,  and  the  firft  Land  you 

fee  (as  the  Irishman  lays)  is  Trees ;  runs  very 
(freight  without  Bays  or  Inlets,  which  makes 
it  difficult  to  diftinguifh,  and  impollible  for 
us  to  laud  fafely  at;  the  SurfF  breaking  all 
along  to  a  great  height,  by  means  of  a  con¬ 
tinued  Swell  from  a  vail  Southern  Ocean  ; 
a  Sea  which  the  Natives  only  underhand,  and 
can  pufh  their  Canoos  through.  Thisfeems 
a  natural  Prohibition  to  Strangers,  and 
whence  it  follows  in  refpeft  to  Trade,  that 
Ships  are  obliged  to  fend  their  Boats  with 
Goods  near  Shore,  where  the  Natives  meet 

them,  and  barter  for  Slaves,  Gold,  and  Ivory ; 
for  at  many  places  a  Grandee  Shippee  (as  they 
call  it)  affrights  them,  and  they  will  venture 

then,  as  I  imagine  they  can  fwi.m, 

2.  The  Ground  is  very  tough,  our  Con- 
fort  and  we  lofing  three  Anchors  in  heav¬ 
ing  a  Purchafe  $  we  flopping  at  Nights  for 
fear  of  over-ffiooting  Places  of  Trade. 

3.  We  find  pretty  equal  Soundings,  about 
14  Fathom  Water ,  a  League  from  Shore* 
unlefs  at  one  noted  place,  a  Lufus  Nature* 
called  the  bottomlefs  Fit*  7  Leagues  below 
Jaque  ajaques^hcrz  the  Depth  is  all  at  once 
unfathomable,  and  about  three  Miles  over? 

The  great  Sir  If  Newton ,  in  his  calcu¬ 
lating  the  Force  of  Gravity,  fays,  Bodies  de- 
ereafe  in  their  W  eight,  and  Force  of  their 

E  3  Fall, 


A  Voyage  to  Guinea, 


Apol- 


Fall,  in  the  Proportion  of  the  Squares  of 
Diftancefrom  the  Center  5  fo  that  a  Tun  at 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth  would  weigh  but 


.4*  of  a  Tun,  removed  one  Semi-Diameter 
of  the  Earth  higher;  and  at  three  Semi-Di¬ 
ameters,  but  the  TV  of  a  Tun.  In  like  man¬ 
ner  their  Velocities  of  Defcent  dccreafc  :  A 
Tody  at  the  Surface  which  would  fall  16 
foot  in  a  Second,  at  12000  Miles  high,  or 
three  Semi  Diameters,  would  fail  only 
or  one  Foot  in  a  Second  3  but  at  all  given 
Diftances,  fomething, 

Now,  according  to  this  Rule,  heaving  a 
Lead  in  great  depths  of  Water,  the  Ve¬ 
locity  (hould  increafe  with  the  defcent  or 
finking  of  it  5  finc-e  in  the  Progrefs  of  Gra¬ 
vity,  the  falling  Body  in  every  fpace  of  Time 
receives  a  new  Impulfe,  and  continually  a&- 
ing,  the  fame  Gravity  luper-adds  a  new  Ve* 
locity  %  fo  that  at  the  end  of  two  Seconds,  to 
be  double  what  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  firft, 
and  fo  on  ,  which  here  the  Weight  of  the 
fuper-incumbcnt  Medium  fhould  (fill  more 
accelerate.  Yet  a  Lead-line  is  drawn  out 
perceptibly  flower  at  the  fecond, than  thefirft 
hundred  Fathoms  ;  But  perhaps  this  proceeds 
from  the  increafing  quantity  of  Line  to  be 
drawn  with  it,  not  fo  equally  apt  to  demerge, 
and  a  Nifus  in  all  Bodies  of  Water,  from 
below  upwards,  contrary  to  Gravity. 

4.  The  Winds  were  more  Southerly  than 
above,  checking  the  Land-Breeze,  which 
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obtaining  brings  drong  unwholefome  Smells p/*Ap°l- 
from  the  Mangroves . 

5.  Their  Diet  being  very  (lovenly,  and 
much  of  a  piece  in  this  Track,  1  fhall  here 
entertain  you  with  two  or  three  of  theirDiffyes. 

Slabberfauce  is  made  of  Rice  and  Fifh,  a 
Fowl,  a  Kid,  or  Elephant's  Flefh,  the  better 
for  being  on  the  dink.  They  boil  this 
with  a  good  quantity  of  Ochre  and  Palm- 
Oil ,  and  is  accounted  a  royal  Fead. 

A  Dog  is  a  Rarity  with  fome  :  Our  M af¬ 
ter  had  a  little  Boy-Slave  of  eight  years  of 
Age,  in  exchange  for  one.  At  other  Places* 
Monkeys  are  a  very  common  Diet. 

Bomini  is  Fifh  dried  in  the  Sun  without 
Salt  5  (linking,  they  put  it  in  a  Frying-pan 
with  Balm-Oil,  then  mixed  with  boiled  Rice* 
fnatch  it  up  greedily  with  their  Fingers. 

Black  Soupee  is  a  favourite  Difh,  as  well 
at  our  Factories,  as  among  the  Negroes  $ 
we  make  it  of  Flefh  or  Fowl,  dew'd  fweer, 
with  fome  uncommon  taded  Herbs  j  but  the 
afeendant  Tade  is  Pepper,  Ochre,  mdPalm- 
Oil .  At  fird  I  thought  it  difagreeable,  but 
Cudom  reconciled  it  as  the  bed  in  the  Coun¬ 
try  :  Men's  way  of  Diet  being  certainly  a 
principal  Reafon  why  in  all  places  fome  of 
Land  and  Sea-animals  are  approved  or  re¬ 
jected;  liked  in  one  Country,  and  deteded  in 
another. 

To  return  to  Jaque  a  Jaques >  we  met 
there  the  Robert  of Briftol^  Captain  Harding, 
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'C*/*Apol-  who  failed  from  Sierralean  before  us,  haV* 
ing  purchafed  thirty  Slaves,  whereof  Captain 
Tomba  mentioned  there  was  one ;  he  gave 
us  the  following  melancholly  Story.  That 
this  Tomba ,  about  a  Week  before,  had  com¬ 
bined  with  three  or  four  of  the  flouted  of  his 
Country- men  to  kill  the  Ship’s  Company, and 
attempt  their  Efcapes-,  wfiile  they  had  a  Shore 
to  fly  to,and  had  near  dFeded  it  by  means  of  a 
Woman-Slave, who  being  more  at  large,  was  to 
watch  the  proper  Opportunity.  She  brought 
him  word  one  night  that  there  were  no  more 
than  five  white  Men  upon  the  Deck,  and  they 
afleep,  bringing  him  a  Hammer  at  the  fame 
time  (all  the  Weapons  that  fhe  could  find)  to 
execute  the  Treachery,  He  encouraged  the 
Accomplices  what  he  could,  with  the  Pro- 
fped  of  Liberty,  but  could  now  at  the  Pufh, 
engage  only  ope  more  and  the  Woman  to 
follow  him  upon  Deck.  £3e  found  three 
Sailors  fkeping  on  the  Fore-caflle,  two  of 
which  he  prefently  difpatched,  with  Angle 
Strokes  upon  the  Temples  5  the  other  rouzing 
with  the  Noife,  his  Companions  feized  5 
Totflba  coming  foprn  to  their  Affiftance,  and 
murdering  him  in  the  fame  manner.  Going 
after  to  finifh  the  work,  they  found  very 
luckily  for  the  reft  of  the  Company,  that 
thefe  other  two  of  the  Watch  were  with 
the  Confufion  already  made  awake,  and  upon 
their  Guard,  and  their  Defence  foon  awaked 
fhe  M  after  underneath  them,  who  running 
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op  and  finding  his  Men  contending  for  theirc*Mpo! 
Lives,  took  a  Hand-fpike,  the  firft  thing loma’ 
he  met  within  the  Surprize,  and  redoubling 
his  Strokes  home  upon  Tomba ,  laid  him  at 
length  flat  upon  the  Deck,  fecuring  them 
all  in  Irons. 

The  Reader  may  be  curious  to  know  their 
Punifhment :  Why,  Captain  Harding  weigh¬ 
ing  {he  Stoutnefs  and  Worth  of  the  two 
Slaves,  djd,  as  in  other  Countries  they  do  by 
Rogues  of  Dignity,  whip  and  fcarify  them 
only  5  while  three  others.  Abettors,  but  not 
Adors,  nor  of  Strength  for  it,  he  fentenced 
to  cruel  Deaths ;  making  them  firft  eat  the 
Heart  and  Liver  of  one  of  them  killed. 

The  Woman  he  hoifted  up  by  the  Thumbs, 
whipp'd,  and  flafhed  her  with  Knives,  before 
the  other  Slaves  till  fhe  died. 

From  this  Ship  we  learned  alfo,  that  the 
inland  Counrry  who  had  fuffyred  by  the 
Tqnyaxrs  of  the  Cobelohou  and  ‘Drewin  Peo¬ 
ple,  haye  lately  been  down,  and  deftroyedthe 
Towns,  and  the  Trade  is  now  at  a  Hand;  and 
perhaps  the  Confcioufnds  of  this  Guilt  in- 
creafes  their  Fears  of  ns.  The  Ceremony  of 
contrading  FricndPnip  and  Trade,  is  dropping 
a  little  fait*  water  into  rheEye, or  taking  it  into 
their  Mouth,  and  fpurtingout  again  5  which 
muft  be  anfvver'd,  or  no  Trade  will  follow. 

At  Cape  Apolloma>  the  Natives  are  of  a  jet 
black,  very  lively  and  bold,  accuftomed  to 
Track,  and  better  fetiihed  than  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  1 
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!on^Ap0l  b°urs  5  have  cleaner  and  larger  Tomys,  wear 

'  ma'  Amber  Beads,  Copper  Rings,  Cowrys,  and 
their  Wooll  twifted  in  numbcrlefs  little 
Rings  and  Tufts,  with  bits  of  Shell,  Straw, 
or  Gold  twifted  in  them.  They  have  all 
a  Dagger  f  cut  in  theirCheek,  and  often  in 
other  Parts  of  their  Body :  A  Cuftom  pre- 
ferved  among  a  few,  down  to  the  Gold 
Coaft.  The  Romans  and  Goths ,  when  pof- 
fefled  of  Barbary ,  exempted  the  Chriftians 
from  Tribute  j  and  to  know  them,  engraved 
a  -{-  upon  their  Cheeks ;  but  this  feems  too 
diftant  for  any  Analogy  with  theirs.  Alt 
we  learn  is,  its  being  a  very  ancient  Cuftom, 
and  diftinguifhes  them  from  the  Country, 
who  they  Panyarr  and  fell  for  Slaves,  naked 
at  4  oz.  per  Head;  allowing  too  per  Cent . 
on  Goods,  they  coft  at  a  medium  8  L  Ster¬ 
ling.  The  Cabiceers ,  out  of  this,  demand  a 
due  of  20 s.  and  the  Ralaaver-Man  iox. 
whence  I  conje&urc  they  are  more  regularly 
trained  to  Panyarring  or  thieving,  than  the 
Towns  we  have  paft. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  Ground  cleared 
about  this  Cape,  and  fown  with  Indian  Corns 
firft  brought  among  the  Negroes ,  it's  faid,  by 
the  P  or  tuguefe* 
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CaboT  RES  PUNT  A  S. 


E  flopped  a  few  Hours  at  Axim  in Ca!a  Tre£ 


vv  our  Paffage  from  Apollonian,  and  an-' 
chored  here  June  7.  moft  Ships  doing  it  for 
the  Conveniency  of  watering,  more  diffi¬ 
cultly  fupplied  at  any  parts  above.  It  is  cal¬ 
led  Three  \ Points ,  from  that  number  of  Head¬ 
lands  that  jutt  one  without  the  other;  with¬ 
in  the  innermoft  is  a  commodious  Bay,  nidi 
the  watering-place.  John  Conny  y  who  is 
the  principal  Cabiceerj  exacts  a  Duty  from 
all  Ships,  of  an  Ounce  of  Gold,  for  this 
Privilege  ;  and  fends  off  a  Servant  with  his 
Commiffion,  a  large  Gold-headed  Cane,  en¬ 
graved  John  Conny ,  to  demand  it.  Our 
Negledt  herein,  with  fome  opprobrious  Treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Agent,  occafioned  John  Conny 
next  day  to  come  down  with  a  ToJJe  and  feize 
our  Water- casks  afhore,  carrying  away  tenor  a 
dozen  of  our  Men  Prifoners  to  his  Town, 
The  Officer  among  them  endeavouring  to 
diffinguifh  to  Johnxhc  Difference  of  a  King's 
Ship  from  others,  got  his  Head  broke:  John 
(who  underftood  English  enough  to  fvvear) 
faying,  by  G- —  me  King  here,  not  only  for 
my  Water,  but  the  Trouble  has  been  given 
me  in  collecting  it.  Drink  on,  fays  he  to  the 
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Cabo  Tres  Sailors, (knocking  out  the  Head  of  a  Haif-An- 

Punub.  c|loi:  Gf  Brandy,)  and  cat  what  my  Houfe  af¬ 
fords  ;  I  know  your  part  is  to  follow  Orders, 
John,  after  fome  trouble  in  negotiating,  ac¬ 
cepted  in  recompence,  fix  Ounces  of  Gold, 
and  an  Anchor  of  Brandy. 

His  Town  Bands  about  three  Miles  Weft- 
ward  of  the  watering-place  5  large,  and  as 
neatly  raftered  and  built,  as  moft  of  our 
North  or  Weft  fmall  Country  Villages.  E- 
very  Man  his  Coco-trees  round  the  Houfe, 
and  in  the  Streets  (fuch  as  they  are)  fit  People 
to  fell  the  Nuts,  Limes,  Soap,  Indian Corn, 
and  what  is  a  great  part  of  their  Food,  Cankyy 
the  Work  of  the  Women.  It  is  made  of  In¬ 
dian  Corn,  after  this  manner  i  they  pound  it 
in  a  Mortar  for  fome  time,  then  malaxing 
it  with  Water  and  Palm-Wine,  they  grind 
it  (fill  finer  with  a  Mull  upon  a  great  Stone* 
which  every  Houfe  almoft  has  at  the  Door  for 
that  purpofe ;  baked  or  boiled  in  Cakes,  it 
makes  a  hearty  and  well-tafted  Bread. 

The  4 Danifh  (or,  as  they  fay,  the  Brandenr 
burghers)  Fort  was  on  an  adjacent  Hill,  of 
four  or  five  Baftions,  and  could  mount  fifty 
Guns.  The  Garifon,  when  in  being,  pro¬ 
bably  taught  the  Natives  the  way  of  market¬ 
ing,  obferved  only  where  the  Factories  are* 
but  being  fome  few  years  fince  relinquifhed 
by  them,  it’s  now  in  John  Conny’s  pofleflion, 
and  has  railed  up  fome  Contcfts  and  Balaa- 
Jers  with  the  T)utch :  for  they  pretending 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

a  Title  Of  Purchafe,  fent  a  Bomb-Vefl'el  and  < 
two  or  three  Frigates  laft  Year,  to  demand  a 
Surrendry  $  but  John  being  a  bold  and  fub- 
tle  Fellow,weighing  their  Strength,  anfwer’d, 
that  he  expeded  fome  Inftrument  fhould  be 
ffiewed  him  to  confirm  the  Brandenburghers 
Sale ;  and  even  with  that  (fays  he)  I  can  fee 
no  Pretence  but  to  the  Gftns,  the  Brick, 
and  Stone  of  the  Building,  for  the  Ground 
was  not  theirs  to  difpofe  of.  They  have  paid 
me  Rent  for  it,  (continues  he)  andfincethey 
have  thought  fit  to  remove,  I  do  not  defign 
to  tenant  it  out  to  any  other  white  Men 
while  1  live.  This  fort  of  cPalaaever  nettled 
the  "Dutch  ;  they  threw  in  fome  Bombs  and 
Shot  5  and  heating  more  with  Rage  and  Bran¬ 
dy,  very  rafhly  landed  forty  of  their  Men 
under  the  Command  of  a  Lieutenant  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Town :  They  fired  once  without 
any  Damage,  and  then  John  at  the  Head  of 
his  Men,  rufliing  from  under  the  Cover  of 
the  Houfes,  outnumbred  and  cut  them  in 
pieces  5  paving  the  entrance  of  his  Palace 
foon  after,  with  their  Skulls. 

This  Advantage  made  him  very  rufly,  up- 
on  what  he  called  his  Dues  from  every  body, 
tho*  juft  in  Trade  5  and  when  we  had  returned 
to  a  good  Underftanding,  my  felf,  with  fome 
other  of  our  Officers  paid  him  a  Vifit :  Our 
landing  was  dangerous,  the  Southerly  Winds 
making  fo  great  a  Surff,  nor  could  we  do 
it  by  our  own  Boats,  but  Canoos  of  his  fend- 
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Cabo  Tresjng^  paying  an  Accy  for  the  Service  %  they 
untas’  count  the  Seas,  and  know  when  to  paddle 
fafely  on  or  off.  John  himfelf  flood  on  the 
Shore  to  receive  us,  attended  with  a  Guard 
of  twenty  or  thirty  Men  under  bright  Arms, 
who  conduced  us  to  his  Houfe;  a  Building 
pretty  large,  and  railed  from  the  Materials  of 
the  Fort.  It  afcends  with  a  double  Stone 
Stair-cafe  without,  of  twelve  Steps j  on  that 
Floor  are  three  good  Rooms  $  one  his  Ar¬ 
mory,  another  his  Chamber,  with  a  handing 
Bed  in  it,  and  the  third  for  Entertainment 
of  Guefts,  furnifhed  with  Tables,  Chairs,  & c» 
We  came  to  it  thro"  two  Courtyards,  the 
outermoft  has  Houfcs  for  Officers  and  Ser¬ 
vants  belonging  to  him,  the  inner  (a  fpa- 
eious  Square)  has  a  Guard-Room  and  good 
Armory  fronting  the  Entrance,  with  Piaz¬ 
zas  to  accommodate  his  Guard,  and  imitate  in 
ibme  meafure  the  Grandeur  he  had  obferved 
in  the  ^Prujjian  Governours,  John  having 
been  fome  Years  a  Servant  with  them,  and 
thence  had  taken  his  Pun&ilio  and  Ceremony, 
and  knew  how  to  put  on  a  flgnificant  Coun¬ 
tenance,  He  is  a  ftrong-made  Man,  about 
fifty,  of  a  fullen  Look,  and  commands  the 
Refpedt  of  being  bare-headed,  from  all  the 
Negroes  about  him  that  are  worth  Caps < 
To  us  he  (hewed  very  great  Civility  5  we  had 
returned  his  Salute  of  fix  Guns  with  *  an 

equal 
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*  General  Pbips  at  Cape  Corfo,  was  io  nettled  at  this  (he 
receiving  but  19  for  21)  that  it  took  his  Stomach  off  Vi£hials 
two  or  three  Days.  For 
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equal  Number,  and  made  up  the  Breach 
Watering,  on  his  own  terms  s  things  thatPuma*‘ 
pleafed  him,  and  he  gave  us  leave  to  fifh  in 
a  River  on  the  back  of  his  Town ;  but  re¬ 
turning  with  very  little  Succefs,  which  John 
could  not  forefee,  we  were  disappointed  of 
our  Dinner,  and  had  a  hard  Look  into  the 
Bargain,  for  he  told  us,  this  ill  Luck  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  our  negleft  of  giving  the  Waters  a 
*Dafhee ,  for  it  was  a  Grandee-man ’sfFetifh? 
he  faid,  and  deferved  more  notice  $  however 
we  got  fome  C^wiy-Bread,  fait  Butter, 
Cheefe,  ^Palm- Wine*  and  Beer,  ferved  up 
with  clean  Plates,  Knives,  Napkins, 

One  of  his  Wives  (for  he  feemed  to  have 
many)  fat  all  the  time  he  entertained  us  be¬ 
hind  his  Chair,  big  with  Child,  a  clean 
Wrapper  round  her,  and  handfomly  fetifhed, 
both  together,  1  believe,  had  in  Gold  Chains 


For  as  in  Fight  the  Gun  or  Drum 
Will  make  the  Warriour’s  Stomach  come  ; 

So  eke  in  Play  ;  if  twomifs  Fire^ 

The  Stomach  palls  with  wax’ning  Ire. 

f  The  Word  Fetijb  is  ufed  in  a  double  Signification  among 
the  Negroes:  It  is  applied  to  Drefs  and  Ornament,  and  to 
fomething  reverenced  as  a  Deity  (a  Lake,  a  Stone,  a  Tree, 
&c.)  both  fo  far  agree,  as  to  be  regarded  as  a  Charm,  That 
by  a  Peculiarity,  and  this  by  fome  inherent  Eftence,  can  at- 
traSi  Goody  or  divert  Evil .  Here  they  fometimes  hide  the 
Fetijh  in  fecret  parts  of  the  Woods ;  on  urgent  Occafions  make 
a  fort  of  Appeal  to  them,  feparating  fome  the  Friday ,  fome 
the  Saturday,  and  keep  withindoors  the  whole  day, in  a  Moan¬ 
ing,  or  what  you  may  call  a  Devotion  to  it. 

about 
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Calo  Tres  about  their  Necks,  their  Wrifts,  Ancles  and 
Pumas.  Legs,  with  the  Drops  in  their  Hair,  to  8  or 
10  Lib,  Troy-  Weight. 

Finding  our  Landlord  cheerful  and  fami¬ 
liar,  I  ventured  to  ask  him  what  was  become 
of  the  'Dutchmens  Skulls  that  lately  paved 
the  entrance  of  his  Houfe.  He  told  me  very 
frankly,  that  about  a  Month  before  our  Ship’s 
Arrival,  he  had  put  them  all  into  a  Cheft 
with  fome  Brandy,  Pipes,  and  Tobacco,  and 
buried  them  5  for,  fays  he,  it  is  time  that  all 
Malice  fhould  depart,  and  the  putting  up  a 
few  Neceffaries  with  the  Corps,  fuch  as  they 
loved,  is  our  way  of  refpeding  the  deceafed. 
Among  themfelves,  I  learned  it  was  cufto- 
mary  with  the  Rich,  to  facrifiee  a  Slave  or 
two  alfo  at  their  Funerals,  The  under  Jaw¬ 
bones  of  thefe  Dutchmen  he  {hewed  me 
ftrung,  and  hanging  on  a  Tree  in  the  Court¬ 
yard. 

From  this  odd  Ceremony  in  their  Fune¬ 
rals,  and  what  is  above  noted  upon  the  Word 
Fetifhy  it  looks  as  though  there  were  fome 
dark  Notions  of  a  future  State  among  them, 
and  an  Expedance  in  it  of  Retribution* 

It  is  impoflible  to  exped  in  fuch  a  Stateof 
Nature  as  theirs,  naked  of  Education  and 
Science,  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  form  any 
refined  Notions  of  a  Deity  5  which,  we  ex¬ 
perience  among  our  felves,  receives  the  Im¬ 
provement  with  our  growing  Underfianding, 
purely  theEffed  of  Art  and  Study ;  the  Phi- 
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lofophcr  and  Countryman  being  at  as  much^^Tres 
diftance  in  their  Explanation  of  divine  Points,  umas‘ 
as  it  is  poffible  the  Chriftian  Sailor  and  the 
Negro  can  be.  Let  us  imagine  then,  apart  of 
our  Species  ftarted  up  in  the  World,  without 
knowing  how  or  why,  (the  Negroes  Cafe) 
and  examine  ftri&ly  in  our  own  Thoughts, 
what  religious  Notions  could  be  framed  by 
them  > 

To  me  it  appears,  that  their  Appetites  and 
Pallions  would  have  the  firft  Regard  ;  they 
are  gnawing  and  troublefome,  requiring  im¬ 
mediate  Care  and  Redrefs  5  and  the  Inter¬ 
vals  from  fupplying  them,  it's  very  natural  to 
fuppofe,  would  fome  of  them  be  employed 
in  ruminating  upon  their  own  Beings, in  what 
manner,  and  to  what  end  they  were  placed 
here  ;  and  on  all  thofe  other  Beings  that 
furround  them  5  the  Confcquence  of  which 
muft  be,  Amazement  and  Wonder :  And  as 
they  experienced  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  fome 
things  would  terrify,  and  fome  pleafe,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  were  perfuaded  they  pro¬ 
moted  or  averted  fuch  111  or  Good.  Now 
as  the  Underftahdings  of  Men,  fuppofed  as 
above,  would  be  mean  and  low,  not  able 
to  account  for  thefe  Effe&s  from  their  Caufcs, 
the  natural  Power  and  Tendency  in  this,  to 
promote  that ;  I  fay,  not  knowing  this  way 
of  Induction,  they  will  readily  aferibe  fome- 
thing  fupernaturai  to  any  Materials  ufed  a- 
bout  them  1  they  may  want  the  Word,  but 
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the  Meaning  would  be  confirmed  in  the 
ufe  of  a  Fetijh . 

That  this  is  not  barely  a  Supposition,  but 
an  experienc’d  Truth,  is  evident  in  the  Con¬ 
dition,  the  Aft  ions,  and  Manner  of  thefe 
poor  People.  They  are  fet  down  as  from 
the  Clouds,  without  Guide,  Letters,  or  any 
means  of  Cultivation  to  their  better  Parr* 
but  what  immediately  (trike  their  Senfes 
from  beholding  this  Univerfe,  and  the  Be¬ 
ings  contained  in  it ,  their  Deduftions  from 
whence,  as  to  a  Deity  devoid  of  Matter,  is 
next  to  impoflible,  therefore  wc  fay  mean 
and  pitiful.  They  can  go  no  further  with¬ 
out  Learning,  than  concluding  all  things  a- 
bout  them  good  or  evil,  to  have  a  God 
or  a  Devil  in  it  that  immediately  either 
benefits  or  hurts  them  5  and  thence  their 


Worfhip. 

That  thefe  People  could  arrive  to  better 
Knowledge  by  the  ufe  of  proper  Means  and 
Inftruftion,  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt. 
They  give  proof  enough  that  their  natural 
Endowments  are  capable  of  following  any 
Pattern  $  but  as  it  is,  their  Aftions  demon* 
ftra'te  that  the  Soul  wants  a  proper  Nurture 
as  well  as  the  Body,  and  will  hardly,  with¬ 
out  a  Miracle,  increafe  its  Knowledge  to  any 
degree  above  what  at  prefent  it  appears  5  but 
when  the  Seeds  and  Principles  are  laid  by 
letter’d  Nations,  it  is  not  then  nigh  fo  dif¬ 
ficult  to  improve.  They  want  all \  and  their 
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Undemanding  therefore  in  fpiritual  Matters^7  Tre? 
is  poor  and  naked,  like  their  Bodies,  which  Umas’ 
if  they  cannot  provide  of  NecelTaries  with 
the  Materials  about  them  ;  how  infuperable 
is  the  other,  where  all  is  out  of  fight  ? 

To  come  to  the  point,  the  Negroes  have 
chole  Woods ,  Lakes ,  Hills ,  or  a  part  of 
thefe,  a  bundle  of  Chips,  or  Roots ,  a  Stone , 
a  piece  of  Metaly  or  the  like,  for  their  Fe¬ 
tiches.  Now  what  is  more  likely,  or  indeed 
grateful,  than  afligning  a  fupernatural  Power, 
and  of  courfe  reverential  Refpeds,  to  thofe 
very  things  they  are  immediately  con- 
verfant  with,  and  experience  their  Effects  ? 

For  the  Hill,  the  Wood  or  the  Lake  may  af¬ 
ford  Suftenance  from  time  to  time  5  perhaps 
in  Extremity,  either  may  have  contributed  to 
their  Prefervation  or  Defence  from  wild 
Beads  i  or  Panyarring,  a  more  dreadful  Evil. 

And  others  of  them  (for  there  are  a  great 
Diverfity)  have  as  a  Charm,  cured  a  Sickncf , 
been  propitious  in  their  Journeys  by  Land 
or  Water,  in  their  Hunting,  Fifhing,  or  other 
Exercifes;  that  is,  they  have  been  lafe,  they 
have  obferved,  and  protected  from  Danger, 
Diftrefs,  or  Hurt,  while  they  bore  fuch  a  Fe - 
tifh  about  them,  or  in  the  Houfe,  or  Boat, 
they  lodged  or  travelled  in  5  which  are  the 
Reafons,  and  all  the  Reafon  they  can  give 
for  their  Choice.  And  fome  have  defcended 
from  Father  to  Son  with  great  Reputation, 

Swo,  three,  or  more  Generations,  until  the 
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rfs Proprietor  could  not  obferve  any  of  the  u* 
fual  Effects,  or  was  improfperous ;  and  thus, 
whether  he  imputes  it  to  the  Age  and  Decay 
of  the  Fetifb ,  1  cannot  tell  >  but  he  rejects 
it,  and  from  fome  lucky  Accident  to  him 
takes  a  newer,  and  confequently  a  better  :> 
Immemorial  Cuftom  giving  ftrength  to  the 
Perfuafion  and  the  Pradice. 

Nor  does  this  appear  that  unaccountable 
and  ridiculous  Folly  fome  would  have  it. 
All  material  Beings  are  equally  incomprehen¬ 
sible  as  to  their  Seed  and  real  E (fence  5  the 
Exiftence  of  a  Straw  as  myfterious  as  the  Ex¬ 
igence  of  the  Sun  :  Quodcunque  roides>  'Deus 
e/L  No  Man  can  comprehend  how  Mat¬ 
ter  came  firft  into  being,  nor,  which  is  nigher 
him,  how  the  Atoms  that  ccmpofe  a  Stick* 
Stone,  or  Metal,  are  fupportedand  hang  to¬ 
gether  in  that  Bulk  5  or  what  diverfifics  them* 
that  one  fhould  be  fufible,  another  malleable, 
lome  both :  I  fay,  to  consider  thefe,  and 
iome  ether  Attributes  of  Matter  in  the  Ef- 
Icnce,  it  will  be  impollible  to  explicate,  with- 
out  putting  the  Deity  to  it ;  and  if  infant 
Rea  (on  cannot  feach  above  a  material  God* 
what  I  think  would  firft  and  moft  naturally 
occur,  would  be  the  Objeds  about  us,  as  they 
did  us  good  or  hurt,  the  Fetifoes  of  the 
N  egroes.  The  original  Gods,  obvious  to  the 
firft  and  darker  days  of  Reafon,  were  in  my 
opinion.  Stocks  and  Sto?ies ,  SerpentsyCalves , 
Onions ,  Garlicky  &c.  Not  that  thefe  things 
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appeared  to  them  in  the  exalted  Attributes'^  res 
of  Spirit,  Creator,  Omnifcience,  &c.  then 
inconceivable  :  No  5  they  only  could  obferve 
that  all  the  parts  of  Nature  were  myfterions 
in  their  Efience  and  Operations,  and  therefore 
attracted  their  Eftcem  and  Worfhip. 

That  the  wifcr  Idolaters  (as  called)  fet  up 
the  Sun  to  worfhip,  from  the  prodigious 
Advantages  of  Light  and  Life  to  the  World, 


I  take  to  be  a  Refinement  on  this  ancienter 
Heathen  Mythology s  an  improved  Under- 
handing  that  perceived  the  Heavenly  Bodies, 
the  Sun  in  particular,  to  be  the  Source  of 
all  Benefit  and  Fertility  to  the  Earth.  That 
this  was  fo,  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
from  the  ignorant  and  contrary  Conclufions 
hill  made  by  many  People  born  in  more 
enlighten’d  Countries,  concerning  the  In¬ 
fluence  and  general  Benignity  of  them.  It 
is  hard  to  perfuade  fome  of  fuch  univerfal 
Good,  when  they  are  evidently,  they  think. 
Sufferers  in  the  failure  of  their  Crops, Plagues, 
and  Famine.  Too  much  Rain  or  Sun-fhine 
muff  ever  have  diflurb’d  fome  body,  and 
mixed  Murmur  with  Devotion,  removed 
onlv,  as  Knowledge  increafed  : 

j  7  u 


The  dripping  Sailors  cnrfe  the  Rainy 
For  which  poor  Farmers  pray  in  vain. 


Again,  if  we  can  think  they  have  con¬ 
ceived  any  Notions  of  a  future  State,  as  is 
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not  improbable;  have  a  natural  AfFedion  or 
Refpeft;  the  Cuflom  was  on  neither  account 
prepofterous  of  John  Conny ,  to  bury  Pipes, 
Tobacco,  Brandy,  or  what  elfe  the  deceafed 
loved  or  wanted.  It  anfwers  to  the  Pomp 
and  Decency  of  our  own  Funerals,  only 
more  fignificant. 

From  the  Negroes  Religion,  may  be  drawn 
thefe  Obfervations.  Firji ,  The  Foundation 
of  all  Men's  Religions  is  taken  from  this  vi- 
fible  Univerfe,  as  ancient  as  the  Creation* 
The  greater  Lights  that  have  from  time  to 
time  appeared  in  the  World,  are  only  Re¬ 
finements  and  Superftru&ures  upon  this  Prop  5 
ftrftMilk,  and  then  Meat. 

2.  The  grofleft  Idolatries  are  not  a  proper 
Subjeft  of  Laughter  :  It  is  a  cafe  all  Man¬ 
kind  feem  bewilder'd  in,  fome  more  groffly 
than  others  indeed,  and  befpeaks  the  Pity  of 
greater  Light  and  Knowledge. 

3.  The  Negroes  Ignorance  of  Good  and 
JEvil  was  equal,  before  their  Acquaintance 
with  us  i  and  as  they  are  acknowledged  to 
advance  with  greater  pace  in  the  latter,  dis¬ 
cerned  between  the  trading  and  the  country 
People  brought  down  for  Slaves;  the  quef- 
tion  might  be  ask'd,  Whether  ours  or  their 
own  Religion  contributes  mod  to  it  ? 

4.  The  effential  Point  in  all,  is  to  mend 
Men’s  Morals,  to  make  them  good  and  vir¬ 
tuous  to  their  Neighbours,  obedient  to  Su¬ 
periors,  and  where  it  fails,  the  true  Politic 
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cian  will  account  it  bad  by  whatever  Name^^Jres 
denominated.  The  Faiths  that  cannot  pro¬ 
duce  good  Works,  are  certainly  faulty,  and 
may  be  lpiritualiz’d  into  Vapour  and  Shadow, 
as  well  as  materializ’d  into  Drofs  and  Chaff. 

Lajlly ,  The  Fear  of  the  Fetifh  keeps  them 
from  injuring  one  another  a  little,  that  is, 
one  another  in  the  fame  Combination ;  but 
has  little  or  no  Influence  in  refped  to  us> 
whom  they  rob,  cheat,  or  murder,  as  beft 
anfwcrs  their  Conveniences.  They  are  like 
the  Articles  of  Pyratcs,  which  keep  up  a  fort 
of  Honcfty  among  thcmfelves,  tho'  they  de- 
fpoil  every  body  elfe.  John  Conny  is  very 
upright  and  juft  himfelf  in  all  Bargains  j  but 
then  he  does  not  want  what  the  others  are 
thieving  5  it  is  below  his  Game  :  rigorous 
alfo  in  exading  his  Dues,  orinfliding  Punifh- 
ments.  There  was  a  Murderer  a  few  Weeks 
fince,  (we  underftood)  whom  John  had  con¬ 
demned,  altho5  there  were  fome  Circum- 
ftances  of  excufe,  (a  fe  defendendo 9  which 
John  did  not  underhand)  and  made  the  Cri¬ 
minal’s  own  Brother,  one  of  his  truftieft 

Servants  to  be  the  Executioner  before  his 

* 

Face,  by  tying  a  vaft  great  Stone  like  a  Mill- 
Stone  about  his  Neck,  and  throwing  him  into 
the  Sea  from  a  Canoo. 

He  has  engrofled  by  his  Baches  and  Power, 
the  Trade  of  the  Place  ;  and  by  that  means 
has  reduced  the  Traders  Profits  to  20  pi  r  Cent, 
a  Disadvantage  they  thcmfelves  have  con- 

F  4  rrihuted 


88  A  Voyage  to  Guinea* 

p^asTrestributcd  to  in  fomemeafure,  by  underfciling 
one  another.  His  People  allow  lefs,  for  in 
the  little  Traffick  they  had  with  us,  they  paid 
all  in  Crackra  Gold,  not  a  quarter  the  value 
it  was  taken  at.  They  are  all  marked  with 
a  Crofs  in  their  Cheek,  unlefs  John  Conny 
himfelf  (who  told  me  it  was  only  Ornament) 
and  none  are  circumcifed. 

The  Women  fetifh  with  a  coarfe  Paint  of 
Earth  on  their  Faces,  Shoulders  and  Breads, 
each  the  Colour  they  like  beft.  In  Marriage 
the  Husbands  fpend  four  Ounces  of  Gold 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  their  Ability, on  her 
Friends  and  Acquaintance  ;  who  by  this  are 
brought  together  as  Witneffes,  that  he  may 
have  redrefs  in  cafe  of  Adultery  5  a  Crime 
for  which  the  Tranfgreffor  becomes  the  in¬ 
jured  Perfon’s  Slave.  A  Man  likewife  for¬ 
feits  his  Liberty  for  thievery  among  them- 
felves  5  and  Trade  has  fo  infe&ed  them  with 
Covetoufnefs  and  Fraud,  that  the  Chiefs  will^ 
put  Snares  both  for  the  one  and  the  other, 
driving  at  the  Profit,  and  not  the  Punifhment 
of  a  Crime. 
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AT  this  Cape  Corfo  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  is  ,i  .  *W  '  '  1 
the  principal  Fort  and  Fa&ory  of  our 
English  Company,  to  which  their  Ships  con- 
flanrly  refort,  and  receive  orders  either  by 
themfelves,  or  with  Supercargoes,  where  elfe 
to  proceed. 

The  Company  about  this  time  of  our 
Voyage  had  raifed  by  Subfcription  392400/. 
and  in  ‘December  1722,  made  a  Call  of  5 
per  Cent .  allowing  the  Proprietors,  as  had 
been  accuftomed,  a  Dividend  of  3  per  Cent 
In  December  1723?  they  expofed  to  Sale 
200000 1.  Stock  at  30  per  Cent,  which  fhew- 
ed  their  Affairs  had  an  ill  Afped,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  late  Flourilhes;  confirmed  next 
Winter,  when  they  petitioned  the  Govern¬ 
ment  (I  find  iri  a  Pamphlet  printed  a  few 
Years  fince)  that  they  Were  undone,  and  the 
AfricanTi^Ao  loft,  unlefs  they  \yereimpow- 
er’d  to  fcheme  it  over  again :  The  Projec¬ 
tors  for  the  Company  righteoufly  propofed, 
that  if  thcLegiflature  would  give  a  Sanction, 
they  would  engage  to  raife  the  Stock-job¬ 
bing  Humour,  and  raife  a  Million,  whereof 
they  would  be  liberal. 
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Cabo Corfo.  The  Factory  con  Ms  of  Merchants,  Fadors, 
Writers,  Miners,  Artificers  and  Soldiers  j 
and  excepting  the  firft  Rank,  who  are  the 
Council  for  managing  Affairs,  are  all  of  them 
together  a  Company  of  white  Negroes,  who 
are  entirely  refigned  to  the  Governours 
Commands,  according  to  the  ftrideft  Rules 
of  Difcipline  and  Subjection  ,•  are  punifhed 
(Garifon  fafhion)  on  feveral  Defaults,  with 
Muids,  Confinement,  the  Dungeon,  Drub¬ 
bing,  or  the  Wooden  Horfe  i  and  for  endur¬ 
ing  this,  they  have  each  of  them  a  Salary 
lufficient  to  buy  Canky,  ‘Pa/m-  Oil,  and  a 
little  Fifh  to  keep  them  from  ftarving  :  for 
tho>  the  Salaries  found  tolerably  in  Leaden- 
hall- Street  (50  to  90 1  per  Ann.  a  Fador  ; 
50  an  Artificer)  yet  in  the  Country  here, 
the  General  (for  the  Company's  good)  pays 
them  in  Crackra,  a  falfe Money  which  is  only 
current  upon  the  fpot,  and  difables  them 
from  taking  any  advantage  of  buying  Necef- 
faries  from  Ships  coafting  down.  If  the  Sub- 
jeds  fhould  have  other,  it's  againft  the  In- 
tcreftofthe  Company  to  fuffer  its  being  laid 
out  any  wherefrom  themfelves,  becaufe  their 
Stock  would  by  that  means  lie  dead.  So 
that  for  the  Support  of  Nature,  or  perhaps 
indulging  youthful  Follies,  thefe  thin  Crea¬ 
tures  are  obliged  to  take  up  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  in  effcCl  by  it  fign  over  their  Liber¬ 
ty  ;  none  being  admitted  to  depart,  'till  he 
has  adjufted  all  Accounts.  When  the  Man 
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is  too  fober  to  run  in  Debt,  there  are  Arts  of1 c^Corfe* 
Mifmanagement,  or  lofs  of  Goods  under  his 
Care,  to  be  charged  or  wanting.  Thus  they 
are  all  liable  to  be  mulded  for  Drunkennefs, 
Swearing,  Negleds,  and  lying  out  of  the 
Cattle,  even  for  not  going  to  Church,  (fuch 
is  their  Piety  :)  and  thus  by  various  arbitrary 
Methods,  their  Service  is  fecured  durante 
bene  placito . 

The  fame  Method  he  takes  with  the  Town 
Negroes ,  who,  inconfiderate  Wretches,  are 
continually  fcoring  up  for  Goods  or  Drams, 
and  thus  become  ‘Pawns  to  the  Company, 

/.  e«  liable  to  be  fold  when  the  General  thinks 
fit. 

The  Diredor-General  is  Supreme,  or  firtti 
Perfon  in  the  Fadory,  at  2000 1.  per  Ann. 

Two  other  Merchants  at  300  /.  and  a  Secre¬ 
tary  at  200/.  are  what  compofe  the  Council 
for  the  Company’s  Affairs  5  fend  Fadors  to 
their  outer  Forts,  and  Supercargoes  on  board 
Vefiels  to  colled  the  Trade,  who  are  to  trans¬ 
mit  and  make  up  their  Accounts  here.  The 
General  fupports  a  Table  for  them  5  a  *Chap~ 
lain  and  Surgeon,  who  have  orderly  Meals, 
without  any  idle  Bottles. 

Tho'  the  General  has  but  one  Vote  in  Bu- 
fmefs,  yet  it's  tacitly  confented,  from  his 
better  Allowance  and  Power  as  Governour, 
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§#h£p rfo.fhat  he  fhall  lead  the  others,  who  fign  only 
for  their  Salaries :  He  therefore  difpofes 
folely  of  Preferments  to  the  Faftors  and 
W r iters,  who,  as  they  pleafe  or  difpleafe,  may 
be  continued  at,  or  removed  to  their  advan¬ 
tage.  For,  as  on  Service  from  the  Fort  they 
are  allowed  a  Commiffionin  Trade,  addition 
ml  to  their  Pay  5  fc,  in  fome  of  the  outer 
Forts  (luch  as  Accra ,  or  in  a  Ship)  they 
make  conliderable  Increale ,  while  at  others 
again,  Anamaboo^  or  ^Dixcove^  they  find  a 
great  d  eal  of  Trouble,  wet  Lodging,  Scarcity 
of  Provifion,  and  no  Profit  \  and  as  thele  laft 
outnumber  the  good,  I  obferved  mod  of  our 
Factors  to  have  dwindled  much  from  the 

*  j  M.  I  .  M  »  ► 

genteel  Air  they  brought  5  wear  no  Cane 
nor  Snuff-box,  idle  in  Men  of  Bufinefsy  have 
lank  Bodies,  a  pale  Vifage,  their  Pockets 
town  up,  or  of  no  ufe,  and  their  Tongues 
tied.  One  Caufe  of  their  Slendernefs  indeed, 
is  a  Scarcity  of  Provifion  5  little  befides 
Plantain,  fmall  Fifh,  Indian  Corn,  and  a 
great  deal  ofCankyjo  be  bought  at  Market.# 
Poor  T - d  was  a  Youth  well  recom¬ 

mended,  and  lived  as  long  as  he  could.  I 
had  once  fomeBufinefs  in  his  Office,  when  a 


*  Boiled  by  the  Negroes  to  the  bignefs  of  half-pcmiv  Rolls, 
and  an  Accy  piirchsies  nine  a  day  o!  them  for  a  Month.  The 
E'nglijh  bake  it. 

A  lean  Goat  you  may  get  by  chance  for  five  Accys  j  a  Mvf- 
csrj  Duck,  a  Parrot,  or  couple  of  Chickens,  for  one- 
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Negro  Woman  came  bawling  about  his  Earsc^Cor&* 
for  a  Plantain  he  had  hole  from  her :  He 
would  feign  have  concealed  the  meaning  of 
herMufick,  but  at  length  I  undcrftood  it  was 
the  only  Morfel  he  had  eat  for  three  days 
pad  y  one  night's  Debauch,  and  fevcral 
Mulds  having  run  him  out  of  Pocket.  The 
next  Occafion  I  had  of  enquiring  after  him, 

I  heard,  that  being  too  narrowly  watched  in 
this  illegal  Traffick,  he  pined  with  a  Vacuum 
of  the  Guts,  and  died  5  leaving  this  Advice 
to  his  Countrymen,  rather  to  run  a  remote 
hazard  of  being  hanged  at  home,  than  ehufe 
a  Transfretation  hither. 

Another  Inftance  how  well  they  live,  was 
the  Captain  of  their  Soldiers,  in  my  time 
healing  away  from  the  Cattle  in  the  night, 
to  make  his  Efcape  on  board  a  Brigantine 
going  off  the  Coaft ;  but,  unlucky  Gentle¬ 
man,  was  chafed  and  brought  back  by  the 
Weymouth  next  day  :  The  General,  by  Ca¬ 
non  Law,  fined  the  Mailer  of  the  Vefiel,  70 
Ounces  for  this  Mifdemeanour,  befides  cor¬ 
poral  Punilhment. 

The  General  does  not  fed  this  Want,  for 
altho’  here  be  a  Scarcity  of  neat  Cattle,  Kid, 
or  Fowl,  (no  body  having  any  befides  himfelf) 
he  fupplies  this  Want  from  other  Parts,  by 
their  own  trading  Vdlels,  and  cDafhees  from 
Matters  of  Ships,  and  neighbouring  Nations  5 
and  for  Vegetables,  he  has  a  large  Garden 
without  the  Cattle,  firft  planted  by  Sir  TOalby 
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CzboQovfo.T'homaS)  a  former  Governour,  abounding 
not  only  with  their's,  but  Fruits  of  Enghfb 
Growth,  and  entirely  for  his  ■ own  ufe.  Of 
Taggys,  a  fweet  Nut,  they  make  EmulfionS, 
and  boil  to  a  Cuftard. 

Cromers  grow  in  Pods  like  Peas,  but  larger, 
rounder,  and  full  of  little  Seed;  this,  and 
Tantarraboys,  a  Fruit  red  and  yellow,  that 
grows  wild,  they  put  into  their  black  Soupee , 
made  here  in  the  beft  and  cleaned  manner* 
wafhing  the  Palm-nuts  with  warm  water* 
to  bring  away  the  Strings. 

The  General  has  taken  a  Confa ,  which  by 
the  Negroes  is  underftood  a  temporary  Wife, 
becaufe  (he  is  not  obliged  to  leave  the  Coun¬ 
try,  which  is  looked  on  as  Slavery  :  She  is 
a  Mulatto  Woman, begot  by  a  ‘Dutch  Soldier 
at  Des  Minas ,  by  whom  he  has  four  Chil¬ 
dren,  of  fair,  flaxen  Hair  and  Complexion* 
Her  Negro  Friends  and  Relations  add  In- 
tereft  and  Power  to  him,  and  he  again  can 
back  their  Injuftice  in  the  i Pawns  irregularly 
procured  to  the  Garrifon.  He  dotes  on  this 
Woman,  whom  he  perfuades  now  and  then 
to  our  Chappel-Servicej  and  {he  complies 
without  Devotion,  being  a  ftridt  Adherer  to 
the  Negrifh  Cuftoms.  I  attended  the  Illnels 
of  one  of  her  Children  ;  and  afterwards  on 
the  General  himfelf,  who  on  both  Occafions, 
1  found,  was  fo  weak  or  lb  wife,  as  to  give 
the  preference  of  Fetifhing  to  any  Phyfrcal 
Dire&ions  of  mine,  wearing  them  on  his 
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Wrifts  and  Neck.  He  was  a  Gentleman  ofCaifoCorib. 
good  Senfe,  yet  could  not  help  yielding  to 
the  filly  Cuftoms  created  by  our  Fears,  and 
fhews  the  Sway  it  bears  in  the  Choice  or  Al¬ 
teration  of  our  Religion.. 

He  cannot  perfuade  this  Woman  to  leave 
the  Country,  tho’  he  has  hole  or  forced  her 
Content  for  all  the  Children,  in  regard  to 
their  Education  5  fhe  ftill  conforming  to  the 
Drefs  of  her  Country,  being  always  barefoot 
and  fetifbed  with  Chains  and  Gobbets  of 
Gold,  at  her  Ancles,  her  Wrifts*  „  and  her 
Hair  $  to  alter  which  in  England ,  fhe  thinks 
would  fit  awkard,  and  together  with  her  Ig¬ 
norance  how  to  comport  her  felf  with  new 
and  ftrange  Convention,  would  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  alienate  her  Husband  s  Affe&ions. 

The  General,  befides  being  a  kind  Husband 
and  Father,  is  a  good  Servant  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  ailiduous  and  diligent,  maintaining 
his  Authority  againft  the  Dutch  zt  Des  Mi¬ 
nas'.  Mr.  Butler ,  the  "Dutch  Director-Ge¬ 
neral  there,  and  he,  having  frequent  Con- 
troverfies  and  Demands  upon  one  another  i 
fometimes  on  account  of  pretended  ill-ufage 
to  the  Relations  of  his  Confa ,  oftner  upon 
Trade.  Yet  the  Dignity  he  is  to  preferve  in 
this  petty  Sovereignty,  and  the  accuftomed 
fawning  Submiftion  of  the  Negroes  to  ir, 
has  made  his  Carriage  haughty  towards  all 
under  him.  He  refides  for  ever  within  his 
Battlements  5  his  Subjects  and  he  refem- 
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b.bling  the  Giant  and  enchanted  Caftle.  He 
feen  ho  oftner  than  is  neceffary  5  and  when 
he  vouchsafes  an  Invitation  to  his  Table,  you 
muft  keep  a  good  Look-out,  or  lofe  your 
Dinner  j  he  never  defcendi'ng  fo  much  from 
State  as  to  ask  after  you,  tho’  he  knows 
there  is  no  Victuals  any  where  clfe.  A  Pro¬ 
ject  indeed  is  lately  fet  on  foot,  for  the  Com¬ 
pany's  importing  Iriflo  Beef  and  Pork,  to  be 
iflued  at  1 9  and  1 2  lib .  an  Accy,  wilhed  for 
by  thofe  who  love  their  Meat  without  Sauce. 
I  was  fix  Weeks  attending  the  Trials  of  the 
Pyrates  at  this  Cattle,  and  treated  very  civilly. 

The  Factory  have  every  now  and  then  a 
large  Demand  for  Salt,  made  and  brought 
hither  from  Accra.  The  Sale  appears  like  a 
Fair  in  the  Caftle,  and  many  of  thofe  Ne~ 
groes  whofe  Ivory  or  Gold  would  not  pur- 
chafe  half  a  Bufhel,  I  was  told  had  travelled 
Some  hundred  Miles ;  they  chufing  to  go  in 
Bodies  when  Seed-time  is  over,  as  a  better 
Protection  from  wild  Bcafts,  and  their  wilder 
Countrymen,  who  frequently  make  Incur- 
fions  from  feveral  parts  of  the  Coaft,  and  fieze 
them  for  Slaves,  when  few  and  defencelefs. 

The  Caftle  is  a  large  Quadrangle,  built  by 
the  P  ortuguefe \  for  tho3  the  French  firft 
difeovered  this  Parr,  their  Civil  Wars  hun¬ 
dred  Settlements  firft  made  by  them  5  who 
ereCfed  Forts,  from  whom  the  'Dutch  feized 
their’s,  and  we  from  them  again.  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Holmes  in  1664,  after  reducing  New- 
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Te)'k  and  Long  IJIand  from  the  Dutch 
coming  here  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Torky 
then  Lord-Admiral,  and  difpoffefling  them 
of  moft  Places  y  it  certainly  being  as  rea- 
fonable  on  our  fide  as  it  was  on  their's  2 
or  more*  becaufe  they  would  have  excluded 
all  others  from  the  Trade,  making  Prize  of 
our  Ships,  and  imprifoning  the  Men.  Ad¬ 
miral  Ruyter  feized  them  from  us  again  the 
next  Year,  without  Declaration  of  War* 
which  engaged  us  to  a  Reprizal  on  their 
Bourdeaux  Fleet.  Thefe  Tranfa&ions,  and 
the  preffing  Inftances  of  the  Parliament*  who 
voted,  the  King  fhould  be  addreffed  to  re** 
drefs  the  Wrongs  and  Injuries  of  the  Dutch 
on  our  Trade  in  Africa  and  India  to  a  valt 
Value,  occafioned  a  War,  which  concluded 
with  ourRigth  of  Privilege. 

The  Heigth  of  the  Walls  is  the  Strength 
of  this  Fort  5  fufficient  againft  any  Negro 
Power,  as  they  lately  experienced  in  an  At¬ 
tack  the  Fantins  made  upon  the  Cafilc’s 
Dependants,  who  found  their  Security  under 
the  Walls ;  for  here  are  lome  potent  Neigh¬ 
bours,  fuch  as  the  Emperor  of  Fantin ,  the 
Kings  of  Santie ,  Akim ,  and  Aquemboey  be¬ 
tween  whom  and  the  Company's  Negroes , 
happen  frequent  Oecafions  of  Quarrel,  from 
unwarrantable  Practices  in  Trade.  The  com* 
mon  way  to  evade  the  Stroke,  or  pufh  it 
in  the  Company's  favour,  is  giving  a  Dajhee 
of  5  or  600  lib .  in  Goods  to  one  of  them* 
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c^oCorfo.j-Q  fall  on  the  Adverfary  5  a  Trick  ufed  al¬ 
ternately  by  the  4 Dutch ,  and  us  alfo,  to 
counterplot  one  another’s  Interefts. 

In  the  Area  of  this  Quadrangle,  are  large 
Vaults,  with  an  iron  Grate  at  the  Surface  to 
let  in  Light  and  Air  on  thofe  poor  W retches, 
the  Slaves,  who  are  chained  and  confined 
there  till  a  Demand  comes.  They  are  all 
marked  with  a  burning  Iron  upon  the  right 
Brea  ft,  CD.  T.  Duke  of  Tork. 

Tanks  (Refervatorics  of  Water)  are  in  the 
Caftle,  vaulted  and  terrafted,  capable  of  hold¬ 
ing  100  Tuns  or  more  :  The  Pavement  leans 
from  all  parts  towards  them,  to  drain  off  the 
Rain  5  Water  being  fcarce  in  dry  *  Seafons, 
and  great  quantities  wanted.  There  is  only 
one,  nafty.  muddy  Pond,  of  ill  Tafte,  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  from  whence  Ships  are  fup- 
plied,  fwum  off  to  the  Boats  with  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  by  the  Negroes . 

Within  the  Caftle  is  a  Smith's  Shop,  a 
Cooperage,  Storc-houfes,  a  Chappel,  and 
Houles  for  the  Officers  and  Servants.  The 
General's  Lodging  communicates  with  the 
Chappel  5  a  capacious  Hall,  which  ferves  to 
preach  and  dine  in,  pray  or  drink,  ferve 
God  or  debate  on  Trade >  hence  they  can 
over  look  what  the  Company's  Servants  are 


*  Mifcell.  Curiofa.  Vol.  iii.  has  a  Journal  of  the  Weather 
at  Cape  Corjo  for  i  2  Months,  from  Mr.  Wilier,  who  fays,  that 
was  a  Year  of  the  molt  Rain  that  could  be  remembred. 
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doing,  and  how  comply  with  their  refpec-c^oCorfo<i 
live  Duties.  A  Bahian  runs  out  from  it 
that  has  a  very  pleafant  Profpccl  to  the  Sea, 
difcerning  with  a  Giafs  the  Ships  coming 
down  the  Coaft,  and  very  diftindly  allthofe 
in  the  Road  at  Des  Minas . 

Having  done  with  the  Factory  and  Caftle 
at  prefent,  i  come  now  to  the  Natives,  who 
from  a  long  Acquaintance  with  Europeans , 
are  much  the  belt  Negroes  of  the  whole 
Continent. 

Their  Houfes  are  built  of  Mud,  kept  clean* 
many  of  them  with  Chairs  or  Stools,  good 
Matts  to  lie  down  upon,  earthen  Pots  and 
Pans,  and  feveral  Changes  of  Tomees  (Arfe- 
Clouts.)  They  give  Names  to  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  moftly  by  the  days  of  the  Week  bom 
on,  Quafhee,  Teday ,  Cuujo ,  that  is,  Sun¬ 
day,  Monday ,  Tuefday ,  &c.  and  at  Man¬ 
hood,  change  it  to  fomething  expreflive  of 
their  Difpofition  5  Acyuerro  Occu ,  Tocatee , 
*Tittwee ,  like  a  Earrot,  Lion ,  Wolf  &c. 

■  ■>■■■■  ■  W  I  ■  >  --  "  -I  ‘  ■  n..  ■  r  -  ,,,  M  - -•  ■  . i—i  11.11  .i  nnr^nwamwrir  m  . . . . 

*  Tfitt^wees,  like  a  large  Wolf  or  Maftive,  very  fierce,  and 
rob  their  Towns  in  the  Night,  of  what  Kid  or  Poultry  they  find. 

. Tigers ,  not  fio  adventurous,  but  are  feen  by  themfiometimes  t 
There  are  two  now  in  the  Caftle. 

Serpents .  I  have  heard  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Fa&ory  fay, 
they  have  been  feen  here  30  foot  long,  able  to  fwallow  a 
Child  whole  ;  ( Bofman  fays,  a  Man,  or  a  full-grown  Deer. ) 

Deer.  Thofe  whofe  Feet  are  tipped, and  ufed  asTobacco-Stop- 
pers,  are  the  bignefs  of  a  large  Cat.  TheGeneral  had  one  in  his 
Kitchen, the  Feet  as  thick  as  the  middle  Finger  5  whence  I  judge, 
thofe  very  (lender  ones  we  fee,  are  the  Abortives  of  this  Animal. 
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••The  fame  they  do  by  white  Men,  impofing 
a  Name  of  their  own  chufing. 

Their  Town  is  a  little  without  the  Caftle- 
Gate,  where  the  Women  keep  a  Market  with 
their  Canky ,  Papais,  Soap  and  Fifh,  fitch  as 
Cavalloes,  Bream,  Cat-fifh,  &c.  all  fmall, 
but  in  tolerable  plenty  i  there  being  out  in 
the  Road  fifhing,  from  40  and  50,  to  100 
Canoos,  when  fine  Weather. 

Thefe  Market-Women  have  Scales,  and 
weigh  every  Toccu  of  Gold-duft.  A  dozen 

^  <r 

Sticks  of  Wax,  a  couple  Pounds  of  Loaf- 
Sugar,  or  two  or  three  pieces  of  fait  Beefy 
will  be  worth  an  Accy  \  our  Crown  a nAccy 
and  a  half. 

Such  as  are  imployed  with  the  Smith ,  or 
the  Cooper ,  make  prefently  good  Workmen, 
and  the  Negro  Goldfmith,  with  very  little 
Inftruftion,  has  arrived  to  a  good  Skill  in  mak¬ 
ing  Spoons, Buckles,  Buttons,  heading  Canes, 
or  tipping  the  Deers  Feet. 

Captain  Tom ,  an  honeft  Fellow  among 
them  (our  Gold-taker)  who,  underftanding 
a  little  English  by  being  imployed  in  our 
Service,  was  a  great  Acquaintance  of  mine,, 
and  would,  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able, 
always  fatisfy  my  Curiofity  about  the  Fetich: 
He  believes  it  able  to  protect  from  Dangers, 
or  recover  from  Skknefs  j  fo  that,  in  Tra¬ 
vail,  or  any  Ailment,  they  never  are  without 
the  Fetijh  about  them,  whom  they  conftantly 
*Dafbee  for  Health  and  Safety.  Tom  wore 

his 
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his  about  the  Leg,  and  at  Sea,  as  conflantlyc^C€rf0a> 
as  he  had  a  Dram,  a  Glafs  of  Wine,  or  any 
Victuals,  he  dipped  his  Finger  and  gave  the 
Fetich  aTaftc.  Its  the  general  Belief  that  it 
Both  fpeaks  and  fees  s  wherefore  on  any  Ac¬ 
tion  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  the  Fetijh 
is  hid  within  their  Tomee ,  or  wrapped  in  a 
Rag  to  prevent  Tales,  This  Perfuafion  ob¬ 
tains  by  the  Cunning  of  the  Fetijh- Man  (or 
Pried)  who  is  confulted  with  a  Prefent  al¬ 
ways  (a  Bottle  of  Rum,  a  Goat,  a  Fowl,  a  Papa, 
according  to  the  Importance  of  the  Bud nefs, 
and  Ability  of  the  Perfon)  on  any  Sicknefs, 

Bufinefs  or  Undertaking  5  and  his  Anfwcrs 
fway  them  to  the  Purfuance  or  Omidlon  : 

0 

If  he  fays  the  thing  fhall  fuccced  fo  and  fo, 
it  commonly  does  5  their  natural  Sagacity 
meafuring  out  Confequences  $  and  in  Medi¬ 
cines  or  Charms,  Experience  pronounces  to¬ 
lerably  on  the  Operation,  The  lad  Refuge 
of  the  Fetijh-Mm  is,  to  charge  the  Perfon 
with  fome  Crime  that  diverted  the  good  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Fetijh  $  and  fo  fond  are  they 
of  thefe  Tutelar  Deities,  and  credulous  of 
the  Intercourfe  between  them  and  the  Fetijh- 
Man,  that  they  are  glad  to  accufeone  ano¬ 
ther  of  Faults  that  made  them  unlucky  5  and 
if  no  Friend  was  Witnefs,  do  it  them  [elves, 
to  prevent  the  Difpleafure  might  fall  on  them 
by  any  Contempt, 

Every  Man  has  two,  three,  or  more  Fe- 
tijh.es  to  his  fancy  ;  one  worn  about  him, or  in 
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Cabo Ccr/o.^jg  canoo.  the  reft  at  home,  bequeathing 
them,  as  they  prove  ferviceable,  from  Father 
to  Son.  There  is  alfo  at  Cabo  Corfo>  a  pub- 
lick  Fetifb ,  the  Guardian  of  them  all  5  and 
that  is  the  Rock  Tabra ,  a  bluff  peninfular 
Prominence  that  juts  out  from  the  Bottom 
of  the  Clift  the  Caftle  Bands  on,  making  a 
fort  of  Cover  for  Landing,  but  fo  unfafe, 

„  as  frequently  to  expofe  the  Boats  and  People 
to  Danger,,  the  Sea  breaking  over  with  great 
force.  This  was  mod  remarkably  felt  by 
them  about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  when 
all  their  Fifhing  Canoos,  from  fome  want  of  ' 
Devoir,  were  by  a  Southerly  Wind  fplit  a- 
gainft  Rock  Tabra ,  and  the  Misfortune  hap¬ 
pening  on  a  Tuefday ,  has  ever  fince  been  fet 
apart  forldlenefs,  Dancing,  and  Diverfion. 

To  this  Rock,  the  FetiJh~Mm  facrifices 
annually  a  Goat  and  fome  Rum,  eating  and 
drinking  a  little  himfelf,  and  throwing  the 
reft  into  the  Sea  with  odd  Gcftures  and  invo¬ 
cations,  he  tells  the  Company,  and  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  receives  a  verbal  Anfwer  from 
Tabra ,  what  Seafons  and  Times  will  be  pro¬ 
pitious;  and  for  this  Knowledge  every  Fifher- 
man  finds  it  worth  his  while  to  TJafhee  him 
with  fome  Acknowledgment, 

They  not  only  feem  to  think  there  is  an 
Intelligence  in  thofe  material  Things  that 
are  of  immediate  Good  or  Hurt  to  them* 
but  alfo  the  Fetijh-Mm  to  have  Conver- 
fation,  and  by  it  to  be  acquainted  with  their 

mod 
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moll  private  Affairs  at  any  diftance,  which  c*feCor 
prcferves  Awe  and  Regard. 

Peter  Anchicove ,  another  Gold-taker  of 
Cape  Corfoy  affured  me  that  being  once  at 
Succonda ,  a  Fetijh- Man  met  him,  and  de¬ 
manded  three  Accys ,  which  was  given  im¬ 
mediately  on  threatning  :  (the  Gift  on  ordi¬ 
nary  Occafions  is  lefs  5  a  piece  of  Pcrpet,  a 
Cap,  a  Fowl,  or  from  a  Market-Woman 
a  Loaf  of  Canky.)  And  then  he  bid  ‘ Peter 
leave  the  Voyage  he  was  upon,  and  return 
home,  for  his  Wife  had  in  this  Abfence 
kept  a  fcandalous  Correfpondence  with  fe- 
veral  Men.  Accordingly  when  he  came 
home,  he  >found  it  as  the  Fetifh- Man  had 
faid,  and  a  Palaaver  being  called,  Peter  re¬ 
covered  two  Ounces  of  Gold  Damage  (the 
Punifhment  of  Adultery)  againft  one  of  the 
Offenders ;  an  Ounce  and  a  half  of  it  to  him- 
felf,  the  other  half  Ounce  to  the  Court. 

The  Penalty  goes  no  farther,  if  the  Woman 
be  Daughter  to  a  Freeman  s  for  if  the  Cuc¬ 
kold  is  not  contented,  the  Father  takes  her 
home  on  the  acknowledgment  of  a  Goat, 
or  the  like  fmall  Prefent,  became  it  is  his 
Lofs :  But  if  a  purchafed  Slave  is  falfe,  (lie  is 
fold.  When  Proof  is  wanting,  buttheSuf- 
picion  ftrong,  he  brings  an  edible  Fetifh , 
which  if  fhe  refufe  to  eat,  flic  is  adjudged 
guilty,  and  the  dread  of  it’s  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity,  makes  them  often  confefs,  to  their 
Accufers  Satisfaction  5  the  certain  Punifhment 
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C^Corfo.{3C;ng  preferable  to  the  doubtful  Lethality 
of  the  Fetijh. 

The  Men  like  wife,  in  this  or  notorious 
Crimes,  go  thro’  fuch  aTryal,  or  compound 
rather  by  a  Mulft,  which  better  anfwers  the 
Aim,  and  fhews  he  is  not  ftubborn  and  re¬ 
fractory*. 

At  Accra  they  have  Fetifb*W omen  alfo, 
foby  Defcent,  who  pretend  Divination,  give 
Anfwers  to  all  Queftions,  and,  like  our  For- 
tuneTellers,  are  continually  bubbling  the 
weaker, 

Fetzfkes  ars  fold,  from  an  experienced 
Goodnefs  in  them,  from  two  Accys  to  two 
Sendees  a-piece,  or  as  they  are  warranted 
to  proteft  from  this  or  that  fort  of  Evil,  or 
better  than  another  can  do  it.  They  ufe 
Circumcifion,  Prayers,  and  Walkings,  and 


*  Thefe  fort  of  Tryals  have  much  the  fame  View  with  t*he 
Water  cf  Jealoujy  among  the  Jews,  or  Ordeal  with  our  Saxon 
Anceflors,  that  is,  a  Tryal  by  Fire  or  Water  :  The  former 
was  proving  their  Innpcency  by  walking  on  hot  Plough-Shears 
un-hurt:  The  latter  was  ufea  hot  or  cold.  They  run  their 
Arm  into  it  Raiding  hot;  or  the  Prieft  gave  an  Imprecation 
to  a  Draught  of  Holy-Water.  The  Perfon  fwore  to  his  Irp 
pocence,  and  being  tied  Hands  and  Feet,  was  thrown  into  a 
River  or  Pond;  if  he  funk,  he  was  adjudged  innocent,  if  he 
floated,  guilty  :  And  thefe  ways  continued  till  K.  Hen.  III. 

Another  yvay  with  the  Saxons,  was  fmgle  Combat ;  if  a 
Woman,  (he  appointed  her  Champion. 

Another,  fince  we  are  upon  Tryal,  was  by  two  Ounces  of 
Bread  and  Chcefe  taken  after  the  Communion,  the  Pried  thus 
imprecating;  May  it  flick  in  your  Throat,  turn  pale,  your 
Limbs  convulfed,  C5r.  if  guilty;  but  if  innocent,  may  you 
(wallow  it  cafdy,  Cf c.  Rapjn. 
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fcem  to  have  an  obfcure  Notion  of  Futurity  % C^sCorf©; 
for  when  1  ufed  to  charge  my  acquaintance 
with  any  thing  of  Difhonefty,  they  would 
reply?  That  after  Death  the  honcftgoodee 
Man  go  to  Godee,  livee  very  well,  have  a 
soodee  Wife,  ^oodee  Victuals,  &c.  but  if 
a  Rome  and  Cheat  ee,  he  muft  be  toffed  here 
and  there,  never  ftill.  To  this  agrees  the 
vulgar  Notion  of  feme,  returning  after  Death 
to  their  own  Country. 

At  a  Death,  the  Relations  and  Neighbours 
keep  a  noife  and  howling  till  the  day  of 
Interrment,  always  at  their  own  Houfes, 
where  the  Corpfe  being  put  in  a  Trunk,  and 
carried  a  (in all  Circuit  on  Men's  Heads,  the 
Town’s-Folks  attend  with  wild  Noife  and 
firing  of  Guns,  till  finding  the  Decealed  does 
not  wake,  they  drink  and  make  merry,  and 
bury  with  the  Corpfe  a,  Portion  of  Liquor, 

Pipes,  &Cs  This  done,  a  little  Vi&uals  is  fup- 
plied  by  the  Relations  every  day  to  the  Grave, 
for  a  confiderable  time. 

The  fuperiour  Genius  of  thefe  Gold-Coafl: 
Negroes ,  is  owing  much  to  the  Settlement 
of  Europe  art  Fa&ories  among  them  :  Their 
greater  Honefty  toward  us,  firft  from  Forts 
that  aw.cthem$  fecondly,  from  their  unwar¬ 
rantable  Fra&ices  with  their  Neighbours, 
who  by  R^nyarrs  and  cheating  for  our  good, 
are  become  perpetual  Enemies,  and  fixed 
them  by  Interefi  and  Neceflity  ours  ;  where 
the  greater  part  of  them  find  they  can  live 

better 
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CahoCotfo. better  by  Honefty  than  by  being  Thieves? 
they  are  under  lefs  Fear,  and  could  not  con¬ 
ceal  any  attempts  of  Fraud  long.  Honefty 
in  all  trading  places  is  bottom’d  upon  this 
in  the  lower,  and  upon  Intereft  in  the  higher 
Ranks  of  Men  j  if  the  former  can  provide 
themfelves  as  well,  or  better,  that  is,  with 
quieter  Sleeps  and  lefs  Anguifh  by  being  ho¬ 
ned  than  Robbers ;  it  is  egregious  Folly,  a- 
bating  the  Crime,  to  forfake  it :  and  when 
profperous  Events  give  Increafe  to  Riches,  it 
is  Intereft  to  allure  others,  a  general  Secu¬ 
rity  lying  in  it.  And  they  may,  by  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  Example,  and  an  open  Behaviour, 
make  particular  Men  fo,  that  were  not  firft 
in  the  Defign.  Few,  I  furmife,  under  the 
fame  Circumftances  with  the  Wretches  that 
at  laft  go  to  the  Gallows,  but  would  have 
been  there  too,  if  Fortune  had  reverfed  their 
Scituation  5  thole  that  can  rob  under  no  Ne- 
ceflity,  we  may  befure  would. 

Thirdly,  altho'  Ciiriftianity  is  not  cdn« 
cerned  in  the  Queftion  with  thefe  Negroes , 
I  aim  apt  to  think,  European  Converfation 
has  given  them  the  Intimation  of  the  Word 
Goalee ,  (for  fo  they  exprefs  the  tremendous 
Name)  and  another  State,  which,  if  beyond 
their  Comprrhenfion,  and  the  Inftru&ion 
hitherto  had,  may  yet  have  advantaged  the 
Reverence  to  Fetifhes ;  which,  if  it  an- 
fwers  in  the  cultivating  Virtue,  and  mending 
their  Morals,  is  no  filly  thing. 


The 
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The  Coajl  from  Cabo  C  0  R  S  0  to 

WHYDAH ; 


If  Rom  Cabo  Corfo  we  made  fhort  Stops  UeCoafl 
in  our  Paffage,  at  Anamaboe ,  Montford,fr0m  Cabo 
Bar  hi)  Shallo ,.  Accra ,  R.  Volta,  the  Bapauf 
Coaft,  and  arrived  at  Whydah  July  4  j  where 
we  made  a  (lay  of  three  Weeks. 

At  Anamaboo  our  private  Ships  finifh  their 
Slaving,  few  or  none  being  got  downward, 
till  you  reach  Whydah . 

At  Mont  ford,  Shallo ,  and  thereabouts, 
they  make  up  the  Deficiency  of  Rice  and 
Corn  for  the  Voyage,  the  Country  appear¬ 
ing  fruitful,  and  with  better  Afped  than  any 
of  thofe  we  have  pafled  to  Windward,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  Hills  and  Vales  5  at  every  League 
almoft,  a  Town  5  many  Corn-fields,  Salt  pans 
and  other  Marks  of  Induftry,  particularly  a- 
bout  Accra ,  which  fhews  they  are  extricated 
out  of  thofe  Difficulties  with  their  Neigh- 
bours  behind  them,  that  the  manner  of  per- 
fuing  the  Slave-Trade  cxpofes  others  too. 

At  Accra ,  we,  the  French,  zrvX'Dutch, 
have  each  a  Faftory  and  Fort,  andmakethere 
great  quantities  of  Salt,  fupplied  to  Wind-  .. 
ward,  and  to  the  inland  Provinces,  where  it 
is  always  a  precious  Commodity. 


Pefore 
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^fromc^b  ^e^ore  we  reach  hither,  we  pafs  by  a 

SU"  confiderable  high  Mount,  which  Anchecove 

Whydah.  fays,  he  has  feen  fmoke  like  a  Volcanos  from 
whence,  and  being  the  Haunt  of  rapacious 
wild  Beads,  they  have  borrowed  the  Name, 
and  call  it  ‘Devils  Hill ;  but  the  mod 
danger  to  Travellers,  is  from  a  prodigious 
number  of  Apes  (fome  5  foot  long)  and 
Monkeys  that  inhabit  it,  who  will  attack 
fingle  PafTengers,  and  drive  them  for  Refuge 
into  the  Water,  of  which  thefe  Creatures 
are  very  fearful.  At  fome  Places  the  i\Te- 
groes  have  been  fufpeded  of  Befliality  with 
them,  and  by  the  Boldnefs  and  Affedion 
they  are  known  under  fome  Cireumdances 
to  exprefs  to  our  Females ;  the  Ignorance 
and  Stupidity  on  the  other  fide,  to  guide  or 
contr.oul  Lud  j  but  more  from  the  near  re¬ 
semblances  are  fometimes  met  to  the  Hu¬ 
man  Species,  would  tempt  one  to  fufped 
the  Fad:  Altho’ by  the  way,  this,  iikaother 
Hebridons  Productions,  could  never  go  no 
farther  5  and  as  fuch  a  mqnftrous  Generation 
would  be  more  cafual  and  fubjed  to  Fa^ 
talky,  the  Cafe  mud  be  uncommon  and 
rare.  Our  Carpenter  got  one  on  board  from 
thefe  parts,  as  near  the  likenefs  of  a  Child* 
without  being  one,  as  perhaps  was  ever  feen  5 
a  flat  and  fmooth  Vifage,  little  Hair,  no 
Tail,  would  tade  nothing  but  Milk,  or  Gruel 
fweetned,  and  that  with  difficulty  j  moan¬ 
ing  continually  in  a  tone  like  an  Infant;  in 
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fhort,  the  Moans  and  Afped  were  fo  fhock-7^  Co# 
ing  and  melancholly,  that  after  two  or  threccoTftf/^ 
Months  keeping,  it  was  ftunn’d  and  thrownWhydah* 
over- board. 

The  Ourang  Out  mg ,  taken  now  and 
then  at  fome  parts  of  Guinea ,  and  at  the 
Ifland  of  Borneo  in  Eajllndiay  has  been 
thought  a  human  Savage.  Captain  Flower 
brought  home  one  from  Angola ,  in  1733, 
difembowelled  and  preferved  in  Rum  :  It 
lived  a  few  months  with  him,  had  afmootix 
Vifage,  little  Hair,  Genitals  like  the  Human, 
with  Tefttcles  outfide  *  would  frequently 
walk  on  it’s  hind  Legs  voluntarily ;  would 
fit  down  in  a  Chair  to  lip  or  drink,  in  the 
fame  manner  they  did ;  always  flept  fitting, 
with  his  Hands  upon  his  Shoulders ;  not 
mifehievous  like  others,  and  had  his  Hinds* 

Feet,  and  Nails,  more  refembling  ours. 

The  River  Volta  is  remarkable  for  the 
Rapidity  of  its  Stream,  making  a  very  great 
Sea  upon  the  Bar,  and  carrying  it  fclf  off 
for  fome  way  unmixed;  at  two  Leagues, 
it's  only  brackifh.  From  hence  begins  the 
Rapau  Coaft,  low  and  woody. 

The  whole  Track  from  Sierraleon ,  is  with¬ 
out  Gulphs  or  Bays,  of  near  an  equal  depth 
of  Water  at  the  fame  diftances  ;  little  Ele¬ 
vation,  except  at  great  Rivers  where  the 
Tides  are  regular,  as  with  us  at  home  ;  fel- 
dom  without  Breezes ;  when  a  Storm  or 
Tornado  happens,  they  arc  always  off  Shore. 

No 
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<TheCoaji  No  Dews  perceptible  on  board  Ships  in  the 
"Corib  Cto°  Nights,  tho'  large  at  Shore,  and  a  conftant 
whydah.  mifty  Horizon.  Captain  Dumpier  obferves 
the  fame  near  Shores,  on  the  Weftern  fide 
of  America :  It  is  always  hazy ,  fays  he, 
nigh  Land ,  to  20  degr.  of  Latitude. 


set 


WHYDAH. 


Whydah.  rip^HIS  Country  is  governed  by  an  abfo- 
j[  lute  King,  who  lives  in  Negrifh  Ma- 
jefty  at  a  Town  called  Sabbee ,  fix  Miles 
from  the  Sea,  His  Palace  is  a  dirty,  large 
Bamboo  Building,  of  a  Mile  or  two  round, 
wherein  he  keeps  near  a  thoufand  Women, 
and  divides  his  time  in  an  indolent  manner, 
between  Eating  and  Luft;  he  is  fatned  to  a 
monftrous  Bulk  j  never  has  been  out  fince 
he  became  King  (nigh  twelve  years)  which 
fome  fay,  is  becaufe  a  large  Dole  being  due 
to  the  People  on  the  Demife  of  one,  and 
the  Acceffion  and  firft  Appearance  of  ano¬ 
ther  new  Prince ,  his  Covetoufnefs  keeps 
him  within  doors  :  Others,  that  -  there  is 
a  Sword  wanted  (the  Emblem  of  his  Power) 
which  fhould,  but  is  not  yet  delivered  him, 
by  fome  grand  Fetifh- Man  beyond  Jaqueen * 
If  any  Subjeds  want  Audience,  they  ring  a 
Bell  to  give  notice  5  and  if  admitted,  mud 
2  prof- 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies.  hi 

profir  ate  before  him,  as  likewife  to  his  grandwhydah 
Fetifh- Man,  or  HigivPrieft,  ifprefent.  The 
fame  Humility  and  Subjedion  is  required  of 
Inferiours  to  rich  and  powerful  Men,  with¬ 
out  doors:  They  proftrate  to  as  many  as 
they  meet  of  thefe  in  the  Street,  and  ftir  not 
till  a  Sign  is  given  to  get  up  5  fo  that  the 
meaneft  may  fometimes  be  two  or  three 
hours  walking  the  length  of  the  Town. 

White  People  are  feldom  or  never  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Prefence,  but  at  the  times  they 
pay  their  Cuftoms  5  very  confiderable  from 
Europeans  ^  who  drive  here  the  great  eft  Slave- 
Trade  of  any  on  the  whole  Continent :  Be- 
fides  thefe  Dues,  the  King  augments  his  Re¬ 
venue  by  a  Duty  on  every  thing  bought  or 
fold  by  his  People.  To  his  Women,  he 
gives  entirely  the  Privilege  of  making  and 
felling  a  Beer  brewed  from  Indian  Corn* 
pretty  much  in  ufe  here,  called  "Pntto . 

The  King  of  Ardra  is  his  potent  and  war¬ 
like  Neighbour  5  a  populous  Country,  full 
of  large  Crooms  or  Towns,  and  all  of  them 
obfequious  Slaves,  who  dare  not  fell  or  buy 
any  thing  without  Licence,  and  both  ways 
he  exads  a  Cuftom.  It  is  by  means  of  this 
Country  that  fo  great  a  number  of  Slaves 
are  brought  down  to  Why  dab  and  fold  to 
the  Europeans  naked  ;  the  Arfe-clouts  they 
had,  I  fancy,  having  been  the  Plunder  of  the 
Populace  :  for  altho*  they  are  kept  fiddly 
under,  in  refped  to  the  Great-ones  among 

them- 
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Whydah.  themfelves,  they  have  in  recompence?  i 
thievifh,  unlicensed  Behaviour  to  others. 

Both  Sexes  fquat  when  they  make  water, 
and  the  Women  may  obtain  a  Balaaver  and 
line  againft  any  Man,  who  at  fuch  time 
fliould  indecently  difcover  his  Privities. 

Travelling  is  in  *  Hammocks,  called  here 
Serpentines  ;  they  are  with  Curtains  to  draw 
round,  againft  Heat  or  Plies,  flung  crofs  a 
Pole  and  bore  up  at  each  end  by  a  NegrOj 
two  others  attending  in  the  Journey,  to  re¬ 
lieve  alternately :  The  Heat  makes  it  dan¬ 
gerous  for  Englishmen  to  travel  without 
them,  and  they  are  hired  at  fix  Shillings  a  day. 

Provifions  are  plentifulabovc  any  place  on 
the  whole  Coaft,  but  neither  very  cheap  nor 
large.  A  Cow  of  300  lib.  weight  is  reckoned 
a  fine  Beaft,  and  will  fell  for  two  grand Qtti- 
beffes  s  a  Calf  of  So  lib .  weight  for  on  z  grand 
§puibefs\  a  Sheep  of  12  lib .  for  eight  Gal 
Imas ;  Fowls,  five  for  a  Crown ,  a  Dozen 
Wild-fowl,  or  a  Hog,  for  the  fame  Money  : 
but  its  convenient  on  this  Voyage  always 
to  provide  Cowry s  or  Booges  (little  Indian 
Shells,  called  in  England  Blackamoors  Teeth, 
bought  at  1  J*.  and  fold  here  at  2  s.  6  d, . 
per  lib.)  as  the  readied  for  this  fort  of  Traf- 
lick.  Coin  is  the  deareft  way  of  buying,  at 
diftance  from  Europe . 


*  Hsetnac  is  a  Brafil  word,  and  fgnifies  a  Net  flung  to  red 
in;  made  there  from  the  Rind  of  a  Tree. 
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40  Cowry s  make  a  Toccy . 

5  Toccy  s  - -  a  Gal  tin  a. 

zo  Gallmas  — —  a  Grand  Quibeps,  which 

anfwcrs  to  25  Shillings. 

Horfes,  are  what  I  never  faw  any  where 
eife  on  the  Continent. 

The  mod  curious  of  their  Cufloms,  and 
peculiar  to  this  Parr,  is  their  Snake- JVorfhip, 
which,  according  to  my  Intelligence,  is  as 
follows.  This  Snake ,  the  Object  of  their 
YVorfhip,  is  common  in  the  Fields,  and  che- 
rifhedas  a  familiar  Domedick  in  their  Houfcs, 
called  CDeyboys  $  they  are  yellow,  and  mar¬ 
bled  here  and  there,  have  a  narrow  Swallow, 
but  dilatable  ( as  all  of  the  Serpent  Kind  are  ) 
to  the  thicknefsof  your  Arm  on  feeding.  It 
is  the  principal  Deity  or  Fetifh  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  and  brought  into  more  Regularity 
than  others,  by  the  fuperiour  Cunning  of 
their  Fetifhers ,  who  have  one  prefiding  o- 
ver  them,  called  the  grand  Fetifoer,  or 
High-Pried,  who  is  held  in  equal  Reverence 
with  the  King  himfelf  5  nay,  fometimes  more, 
through  grols  Superdition  and  Fear :  for  they 
believe  an  Intercourfe  with  the  Snake,  to 
whom  they  have  dedicated  their  Service,  ca¬ 
pacitates  them  to  dop  or  promote  the  Plagues 
that  infed  them.  He  hath  the  craft  by  this 

*  H  means, 
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Whydah.  means,  ro  humble  the  King  himfelf  on  all 
occafions  for  their  Service,  and  to  drain 
both  him  and  the  People,  in  fupplying  their 
Wants.  It  is  Death  for  a  Native  to  kili  one 
of  thefe  Snakes,  and  fevere  Punifhments  to 
Europeans.  When  Rains  arc  wanted  at  Seed¬ 
time,  or  dry  Weather  in  Harveft,  the  Peo¬ 
ple  do  not  ftir  out  after  it  is  night,  for  fear 
of  the  angry  Snake,  which,  provoked  with 
their  Difobediencc,  they  are  taughr,  will 
certainly  kill  them  at  thofc  times,  if  abroad, 
or  render  them  Ideots. 

They  have Fetifh- Women,  or  Pricftdfes, 
that  live  feparated  with  a  number  of  Virgins 
under  their  Care,  devoted  to  the  Snake's  Ser¬ 
vice  :  I  have  heard,  the  rich  Cahiceers  do 
often  buy  the  Confent  of  thefe  Women  to 
debauch  their  Pupils  $  they  pretend  to  the 
Girls,  they  have  had  feme  late  Correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Snake,  who  intimates  the 
agreeablenefs  of  her  favouring  fuch  or  fuch 
a  Man's  Addreffes;  teach  her  to  aft  Fits  and 
Diflortions  at  the  fight  of  him,  to  enhance 
the  Price,  and  that  for  this  Compliance, 
Hie  fhall  be  amply  rewarded  in  the  Snakes 
Country,  far  pleafanter  than  this  fhe  breaths 
in,  and  he  then  more  amiable,  having  here 
pm  on  his  worft  Shape,  that  Obedience  might 
have  the  more  Merit.  A  Difcovery  in  the 
Girl  would  be  certain  Death,  and  none 
would  believes  or  if  they  did,  would  dare 
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openly  to  aftert  fuch  Murder  againft  the  A f-whxdah^ 
fertion  of  the  Fetifb- Men  or  Women. 

It  is  probable  that  King  Solomons  Navy  of 
Tharfhifb  (1  Kings  i.  10.)  did  coaft  from  E- 
z,iom  Geber(xhz  bottom  of  the  red  Sea)  round 
Cape  Bon  Efperance  a  *  to  Sofalu ,  by  fame 
thought  Ophir  5  and  iffo,why  not  to  the  Gold- 
Coaft  ?  or  that  King  Hir arris  Navy  from  Tyre , 
might  on  the  North  and  Weftern  fide  to* 
gether  have  encompafled  this  Continent; 
tho*  afterwards,  on  the  deftruftion  of  each 
State,  the  Navigation  might  be  loft  with  the 
Trade.  This  is  probable,  I  fay,  from  the 
length  of  the  Voyage  (three  years)  no  unrea; 
fonable  time  in  the  infancy  of  Sailing,  Igno¬ 
rance  of  the  Compafs,  and  dilatory  Methods 
of  Trading  in  Fleets,  and  in  their  Returns, 

Gold,  Ivory,  and  Apes.  The  Peacocks  men- 
tioned  in  this  Text,  might  poflibly  be  the 
Crown-Birds  $  beautiful,  of  the  fame  bignefs, 
and  a  greater  Rarity.  One  of  them  we  had 
from  Gambia  (a  Prefent  to  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dots )  had  a  fine  Tuft  of  ftiff  fpeckled  Fea¬ 
thers  on  the  Head  ;  the  Wings,  red,  yellow, 
white  and  black,  with  a  black  Down  on  the 
fore-part  of  it's  Head. 

Granting  this,  whether  or  no  its  too  fo¬ 
reign  to  imagine,  fome  traditional  Story 
might  be  derived  from  them  concerning  the 
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Whydah.  old  Serpent,  the  Deceiver  of  Mankind  i  or 
that  fiery  one  lifted  up  by  Mcfes  in  the 
Wildernefs?  Gordon  in  his  Geography  ^  p .327? 
fays,  the  Mofakal  Law  was  once  introduced 
into  fome  parts  of  Negro-\md>  ftrengthned 
by  the  Affinity  of  fome  Names  and  Cuftoms 
they  retain  with  the  Jews ,  particularly  Cir- 
cumcifion,  pradifed  at  moff,  if  not  all  parts  of 
the  Coaft.  Bofman  on  this,  fays  even  Girls 
have  their  Clitoris  ftripp’d.  The  0/ Egyptians 
(on  this  their  own  Continent,)  were  thefirft 
we  read  of  that  circumcifed,  from  whom 
Abraham  borrowed  it,  and  the  Patriarchs 
Pofterity  might  as  well  have  tranfmitted  the 
ufe  of  it  with  their  Trade,  to  this  oppofite 
lide  of  Africa  5  the  only  Objedions  arc* 
the  eafier  Method  of  borrowing  it  from  the 
MallaySy  black  Turks  that  inhabit  about  the 
middle  of  Africa,  with  whom  they  com¬ 
municate  by  Trade ;  and  bccaufe  the  Prac¬ 
tice  here,  like  as  with  the  Mahometans ,  is 
not  taken  up  of  Precept,  but  Tradition.  Be 
it  how  it  will,  they  are  found  tenacious  of 
their  Cuftoms  and  Opinions :  A  Woman, 
from  whofe  greater  Flexibility  and  Subjedion 
as  a  Confa  to  any  Europeaii,  might  be  ex- 
peded  a  Change,  never  relinquifhing  her 
Country-Gods,  tho'  fhe  had  cohabited  for 
years,  as  has  been  frequently  tried  at  our 
Fadories. 

Others  think  this  Snake- Worfhip  might 
be  taken  up  as  of  old  the  O' Egyptians  did 
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their  Ox  and  Cow,  their  Crocodile  and  Cat,Whydah> 
&c.  They  had  fome  moral  Reafon,  tho’ 
overwhelmed  in  Fable  and  ridiculous  Super- 
Itition.  The  Ox  and  Cow  were  Emblems 
of  Tillage,  taught  to  them  by  G fir  is  and  1- 
fis,  whom  they  feigned  changed  into  thole 
Creatures,  and  in  that  form  worfhipped 
them. 

The  Crocodile  and  Cat  preyed  upon  thofe 
Reptiles  that  devoured  the  Fruits  of  their 
Husbandry,  like  as  thefe  very  Snakes  are  laid 
to  kill  the  black  and  poilbnous  fort,  and 
to  deftroy  various  Species  of  Vermin,  inju¬ 
rious  to  their  Fields  and  Grain. 

We  bear  (far  from  Egypt)  a  Reverence 
to  many  Creatures,  Beads  and  Birds  5  eat 
fome,  and  cherifh  others  ;  I  believe,  often 
on  no  other  Foundation  than  Heathen  Fable. 

Thz  Fetifh  is  this  Reverence  improved,  and 
if  we  laugh  at  *  Sambo  for  inflicting  Fine  or 
Death  on  whoever  hurts  or  kills  the  Snake, 
may  not  he  in  his  turn,  as  juftly  laugh  to 
hear  that  in  fome  Countries  it  is  Death  to 
fteal  a  Sheep,  a  Horfe,  &c.  or  Penalties  to 
kill  Pidgeons,  Wild-fowl,  &c.  tho'  never 
fo  much  in  want  of  them  :  For  it  is  all  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Fafhion  of  the  Country,  and 
doubtlefs  proceeds  from  a  profound  Venera - 
tion  to  thofe  Creatures. 
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Whydah.  Many  and  ridiculous  are  the  Stories  for¬ 
med  upon  the  Foundation  of  the  Snake, 
over-afted  to  the  Prejudice  of  Beliefs,  which 
in  unletter’d  Countries  fhould  be  fhort,  and 
have  the  Defign  and  Import  of  Laws  5  fuch 
Laws  as  in  their  nature  are  heft  fitted  to  awe 
or  perfuade  Men  into  the  Practice  of  what 
is  good  :  but  here  they  are  multiplied  with 
filly  Circumftances,  or  ftretch  beyond  Me¬ 
mory,  and  fpoil  their  Ufe  5  for  which  rea- 
fon,  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  the  Snake- 
Worfhip  will  never  endanger  our  Factories, 
or  propagate  far,  it  has  made  inch  Rogues  of 
them. 

Befides  the  Snake,  they  have  two  other 
principal  Deities,  and  other  fmall  Fettfhes* 
The  former  are  their  Groves ,  and  the  high 
Sea ;  addrefling  either  upon  the  Peculiarity, 
I  fuppofe,  of  their  Affairs,  or  rather,  thefe 
Groves  are  confecrated  to  the  Snake,  moil 
of  them  having  a  fquare  Tower  built  in  a 
retired  part  of  it,  to  which  they  carry  F)a^ 
flees,  and  Frefents.  There  is  one  in  this 
Neighbourhood  pre-eminent  to  all  in  the 
Country,  and  to  which  the  Prince  and  Peo¬ 
ple  annually  make  rich  Offerings. 

Their  fmalier  Fetifhes ,  like  as  at  other 
parts,  are  numberlefs,  and  for  fmalier  Con¬ 
cerns  made  of  Stone,  Bone,  Wood,  or 
Earth  5  but  herein  they  differ  from  others, 
that  this  fmall  Fetifb  is  the  firft  thing  they 
fee 5  after  they  are  determined  upon  fame 
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Affair  or  Bujinefs ,  and  fometimcs  detcr~^vV]iyciah 
mines  them  to  that  Affair,  whence  it  is 
taken  up  and  invoked:  If  the  Bufinefs  ends 
luckily,  it  is  lain  bv  in  honour  to  the  chief 
Idol,  and  dafheed  now  and  then  j  but  if  not, 
they  throw  it  away. 

I  fhouid  have  done  now  with  Why  dab , 
but  the  furprizing  Revolution  brought  about 
here  in  1727,  by  the  victorious  King  of 
<Dauhomayy  turning  things-topfy  turvy,  and 
entirely  deftroying  our  Slave-Trade,  defervcs 
fome  Remarks. 

This  Prince  was  probably  incited  to  the 
Conqueft  from  the  generous  Motive  of  re¬ 
deeming  his  own,  and  the  neighbouring 
Country  People  from  thofe  cruel  Wars,  and 
Slavery  that  was  continually  impofcd  on 
them  by  thefe  Snakes  and  the  King  of  Ar - 
dr  a  5  each  helped  the  other  to  propagate  the 
Mifchief  far  and  wide,  and  differ’d  between 
themfelves,  only  in  (haying  the  Booty.  That 
this  fpurred  on  their  Cat  a  drop  he,  1  think, 

Firft ,  Becaufe  it  is  agreeable  to  Capt.  Snel- 
grave* s  Character  of  that  King,  a  Gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  Guinea,  and 
who  has  given  the  lateft  Account  of  thofe  Peo¬ 
ple  :  He  fays  in  that  Trad,  he  made  a  Journey 
in  company  with  fome  of  the  English  Factory 
to  the  Camp  of  the  King  of  CD auhomay  (40 
or  50  miles  up  the  Country,)  and  informs  us, 
u  that  in  the  Converfation  and  Bufinefs 
“  he  had  to  tranfaCt,  he  had  experienced 
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<e  him  juft  and  generous  5  in  his  Manners, 
nothing  barbarous,  but  contrarily,  the 
u  moft  extraordinary  Man  of  his  Colour/' 
The  natural  Confcquence  from  fuchQualities 
in  a  Prince,  being,  I  think,  to  extend  them 
towards  all  that  arc  opprefted,  and  againft 
thojfe  in  particular,  his  Refentments  were 
tired :  Firji ,  on  account  of  their  pubiick 
Robberies,  and  Man-healing,  even  to  his 
Dominions  5  and  Secondly ,  That  Contempt 
the  King  of  JVhydah  had  exprefled  towards 
him,  faying  publickly,  <£  that  if  the  King  of 
cc  Dauhomay  fhou/d  invade  him ,  he  would 
(c  not  cut  off  his  Head  (the  Cuftom  of 
Conquerors)  but  keep  him  alive ,  to  fevve 
u  in  the  vileft  Offices  a  Specimen  both 
of  his  Vanity  and  Courage,  which  he  had 
foon  after  Occafion  to  try ;  and  then  in- 
ftead  of  the  haughty  Revenge  he  purpofed, 
daftardly  deferred  his  Kingdom,  he  and  the 
Subjects  of  Ardra  becoming  in  a  few  days 
rniferable  Fugitives. 

2.  The  King  of  TOauhomay  at  this  Inter¬ 
view  with  Captain  Snelgravey  which  was 
after  the  Conqueft  of  Ardra  and  JVhydah % 
agrees  with  him  in  the  Ch arable r  of  thefe 
Enemies  :  u  That  they  were  Villains  to  both 
white  and  blackV  eopley  and  therefore  had 
been  punifhed  by  his  hands  f  a  Text  that 
ought  to  have  been  regarded  more  heedfully 
by  the Fablory  than  it  was:  For  what  were 
they  Villains  more  than  others  of  the  Co- 
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lour,  unlefs  for  this  illegal  and  unjuft  Trade  rWhydah 
And  if  he  himfelf  declared  his  Vidories  in 
minifhment  of  their  Crimes,  what  might 

A  O 

not  they  exped  in  their  turn,  who  differed 
only  as  the  Pawnbroker  and  the  Thief  ?  Mr. 
Teftefole ,  the  Company's  Governour,  we  find 
when  Opportunity  prefented,  was  feized  by 
them,  and  cruelly  lacrificed  :  £cThe  Crime 
u  alledged  being,  that  he  had  ufed  the  Da- 
cc  homes  on  all  Occafions  in  his  power,  very 
u  ill,  on  account  of  the  bad  Trade  they  had 
<c  occafioned  and  afterwards  they  went  on* 
furprized  and  plundered  all  the  European 
Merchants  at  Jaqueen ,  finifhing  in  that,  the 
Deftrudion  of  the  Slave-trade,  the  little  re¬ 
maining  being  now  at  Appah>  a  place  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  of  his  Conqueft.  Yet  in  all 
this,  could  we  feparate  our  Idea  of  the  Suf¬ 
ferers,  and  the  temporary  Views  of  Traders ; 
the  King's  Adions  carry  great  Reputation, 
for  by  the  deftrudion  of  this  Trade,  he  re- 
linquifhed  his  own  private  Interefts  for  the 
fake  of  publick  Juftice  and  Humanity. 

Lafily ,  that  this  deftrudion  of  the  Trade 
was  defigned  in  the  King  of  Dauhomay  s 
Conqueft,  feems  confirmed  by  Captain  Bui - 
finch  Lamb's  Propofal  from  him  to  our 
Court. 

This  Gentleman,  on  feme  Buflnefs  of  the 
Fadory,  was  at  Ardra  when  the  Dahomes 
came  down  upon  them,  was  made  a  Prifoner? 
detained  near  four  years  with  the  Emperor, 

and 
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Whydah.  and  came  to  England  at  laft  by  his  Per- 
million  or  rather  Direction,  having  given 
him  320  Ounces  of  Gold,  and  80  Slaves  to 
bear  his  Charges,  In  his  Scheme  of  Trade, 
laid  to  be  propofed  from  that  Emperor  and 
laid  before  our  Comrnillloners  of  Trade, 
fome  of  the  Articles  run  thus  \ \ — -That  the 
Natives  would  fell  themfelves  to  us,  on 
condition  of  not  being  carried  off.— -That 
we  might  fettle  Plantations ,  &c.  a  Foun¬ 
dation  quite  foreign  to  the  former  Slave-trade, 
and  carried  no  Temptation  but  the  empty 
one  of  Inftrudion  and  Converfion,  which 
he  himfelf  might  have  laid  down  there,  and 
had  given  fome  room  to  exped,  agreeably  to 
the  judgment  he  made  of  the  King’s  Senti¬ 
ments,  and  his  own  view  of  getting  away  ^ 
an  additional  Honour  to  the  King  in  this 
way  of  thinking  indeed  5  a  but  the  Incon- 
fiftency  made  it  unfuccefsful,”  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Lamb,  thos  under  a  foiemn  Promife  to 
return,  never  gave  any  Account  of  his  Em- 
bally  to  that  Prince, 

Captain  Snelgraves  Account  leads  me 
ftill  a  little  farther,  on  his  fuggefting  thefc 
conquering  Dahomes  to  be  Men-eatersj  I 
beg  an  Animadverfion  or  two  on  that  Head.- 
Common  Report  has  fettled  Cannibals  at  fe~ 
veral  parts  of  Africa .  Dapper  in  the  Geo¬ 
graphical  Atlas  fays,  the  Auficans  or  Gales 
in  Ethiopia ,  and  7nany  of  the  Natives  of 
§1 uiloa ,  Melinda ,  and  Mombaza ,  on  the 
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Eaft  fide  of  Africa  are  fuch,  and  that  hu-Whydak 
man  Fiefh  is  fold  in  the  Shambles.  Gor- 
doriy  in  his  Geographical  Grammar ,  con¬ 
veys  it  modeftly  as  a  Report ,  that  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Loango  in  South  -Africa  has  many 
Cannibals,  and  that  human  Flefh  in  feveral 
places  is  fold  publickly  in  the  Shambles,  as 
we  do  Beef  and  Mutton.  That  the  Cajfres 5 
(tho’  abounding  with  Provifions)  alfo  are 
fuch,  and  will  eat  even  nafty  Hottentots 
their  Neighbours  ;  who  tho’  accounted  the 
mod  brutilh  People  upon  the  Globe  in  their 
Manners  and  Feeding,  are  at  the  fame  time 
excufed  by  all  Travellers  fo  inhuman  a  Cuf- 
tom.  Bofman  reports  the  fame  of  ^Drewin • 

The  Obfervation  I  fhall  make  on  thefe  and 
the  like  Stories  I  have  heard  from  other 
parts  of  the  World,  is  their  being  reported 
of  Countries  remote  from  our  Correfpon- 
dence,  abounding  with  Provifions,  by  Per-* 
ions  who  never  were  in  the  Places  they"  re¬ 
late  their  Wonders ;  or  where  they  have^ 
their  Teftimony  is  on  hear- fay,  or  their  Rea- 
fens  inconclufive,  and  again  ft  later  Experi¬ 
ence.  I  am  prejudiced  indeed  againft  the 
Opinion  of  Cannibals,  and  very  much  doubt 
whether  there  be  any  fuch  Men  on  the  face 
of  the  Earth,  unlefs  when  provoked  by  Fa¬ 
mine,  as  has  unfortunately  happened  in 
Voyages:  Or  polfibly  with  Savages,  fingle 
Inftances  may  have  been,  as  their  way  to 
exprefs  an  intenfe  Malice  againft  a  particular 
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Whydah.  Enemy,  and  in  terrorem  j  or  to  cement  with 
a  Bond  of  Secrecy  fome  very  wicked  So¬ 
cieties  of  Men  :  but  that  there  fhould  be  a 
common  Pra&ice  of  it,  Nations  of  Men- 
eaters,  to  me  looks  at  prefent  impoflible. 
Captain  Snelgrave s  being  the  neweft  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  Affair,  and  on  his  own  perfo- 
nal  Knowledge,  I  fhall  amufe  the  Reader 
with  a  fhort  Extract  from  him,  and  then  my 
Objections. 

lc  This  Gentleman,  by  an  Invitation  from 
„  the  King  of  cDahome  oiTO  auhomay ,  went 
in  company  with  fome  other  of  the  Tac~ 
€c  tory  from  Jaqueen,  to  pay  him  a  Vifit  at 
££  his  Camp,  40  miles  inland  5  there  he  was 
<c  an  Eye-witnefs  of  their  human  Sacrifices, 
Captives  from  the  Kingdoms  of  Ardra , 
Whydahy  Tuffoe ,  and  other  Conquefts: 
the  King  chofe  them  out  himfelf  The 
firft  Viftim  1  faw,  fays  he,  was  a  well - 
€C  looking  Many  of  50  or  60,  his  Hands  tied, 
€£  he  flood  upright  by  a  Stage  five  foot  from 
C£  the  Ground.  The  Fetifher  or  Prieft  lay- 
cc  ing  his  Hand  on  the  Head,  faid  fome 
Words  of  Confecration  for  about  two 
Minutes;  then  giving  the  Sign,  one  be- 
££  hind  with  a  broad  Sword  hit  on  the  Nape 
u  of  his  Neck,  and  carried  off  the  Head  at 
one  Blow,  the  Rabble  giving  a  Shout. 
“  Others  of  thefe  Captives  he  made  his  Ser - 
u  vantsy  or  fold  for  Slaves 
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The  Story  thus  far  is  not  over-marvellous  ; Whydah* 
whether  the  Sacrifices  be  confidered  as  a 
Thankfgiving  to  their  Fetifh ,  or  God  (as 
an  Acknowledgment ,  he  was  told)  or  an  Ho* 
nour  to  the  Manes  of  his  decealed  Heroes, 
becaufe  fuch  Praftice  is  fupported  both  by 
Scripture  and  Hiftory.  The  Captives  in  War 
under  the  Jewish  Law,  which  fell  to  the 
Lord’s  Share,  were  to  be  {lain  (Lev it.  xxvii. 
v.  28,29.)  and  the  Cuftom  of  many  Fagan 
Countries  has  been,  and  ftiil  continues  in 
many  parts  of  the  World  to  this  day  (if 
we  may  credit  Hiftory  or  Travellers)  to  at* 
tend  the  Obfequies  of  their  Princes  and  great 
Men  with  human  Sacrifices,  particularly  at 
fome  parts  of  Guinea.  The  Emperor  of 
Fetons  Funeral  (Mifcell.  Curiofay  Vol.  3. 
p,  3  56.)  was  accompanied  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber,  and  remarkably  barbarous.  Montezu¬ 
ma,  {Antonio  Solis  fays,)  facrificed  20000  E~ 
nemies  a  year.  The  prefent  cDahomes  fol¬ 
low  it  from  political  Principles,  to  awe  the 
Conquered,  and  fecure  the  Gonqueft  5  for 
the  captive  King  was  always  one7  and 
next  him  the  Men  of  Experience  and  Influ¬ 
ence,  fuch  as  already  had,  or  were  moft 
likely  to  difturb  his  future  Peace  $  anfwer- 
ing  more  juftly  than  that  Argument  a  pof~ 
teriori7  of  the  Bow-ftring  or  Halter,  when 
Men  rife  for  the  Recovery  of  a  loft  Coun¬ 
try,  &c. 


Con- 
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Whydah.  Contending  Princes  do  to  this  day  fre¬ 
quently  facrifice  with  lefs  honourable  Views, 
if  we  may  credit  Captain  Gulliver ,  who 
fays,  one  King  has  loft  his  Life,  another  the 
Crown,  only  in  a  Conteft  about  the  primi¬ 
tive  way  of  breaking  Eggs. 

I  fay  this  is  not  fo  over-marvellous  5  but 
when  we  come  to  the  Carcafes  of  thefe 
Men,  how  the  ^Dahomes  had  made  a  Fef- 
rival  of  their  Flefh  in  the  night,  it  fwells  to 
Incredibility.  Captain  Snelgrave  was  not 
cc  an  Eye-witnefs  of  this  indeed;  he  fays,  the 
a  Bodies  lay  a  little  while  on  the  ground  to 
drain  the  Blood,  and  then  were  carried  by 
u  Slaves  to  a  place  nigh  the  Camp, and  laid  in 
a  a  Heap  5  hefaw  two  of  thefe  Heaps  over 
night,  containing  he  judged  about  400, 
„  u  who  had  been  chofe  out  by  the  King  that 
<c  Morning,  for  Sacrifice.  On  the  next  Mor- 
ic  ning  they  were  gone,  and  asking  the  Lin- 
guift  what  had  become  of  them,  he  an- 
ic  fwered,  the  Vulturs  (ravenous  Birds  very 
u  plentiful  in  the  Country)  had  eaten  them* 
£e  Not  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer,  (feeing 
u  nothing  remain  but  Blood)  we  asked  for 
u  the  Bones,  and  then  he  confefled,  the 
ic  Prieft  had  divided  the  Carcafes  among  the 
u  People  in  the  night,  who  had  boiled  and 
fealted  on  them,  as  holy  Food  >  the  Head 
c  is  for  the  King,  (continues  the  Linguift) 
^  the  Blood  for  the  Fetifb ,  and  the  Body  for 
4C  the  common  People/' 
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I  make  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  thisWJlydah, 
Relation,  and  yet  think  the  Circumftances 
not  conclufive  enough,  to  charge  the  ‘ Da- 
homes  as  Anthropophagites . 

1 .  Becaufe  the  truth  depends  too  much  on 
the  Linguift,(jB^/f*w,  a  Negro  of  Mx.Lamb’s* 
brought  up  at  the  Factory)  how  well  he  knew 
to  render  the  Language  to  our  Ideas:  and  to 
hisVeracity  and  his  Courage.  He  might  think 
with  his  Country-men  that  it  was  their  belt 
Excufe  to  the  white  People,  for  that  cowardly 
and  ignominious  Flight  of  Thoufands  from 
200  of  the  ^Dahomes  at  Sabbee  (the  Whydah’s 
head  City)  where,  inftead  of  eating  them* 
they  pretended  a  Fright  of  being  eat,  and 
with  the  King,  took  precipitately  to  their 
heels,  deferting  in  a  ffiameful  manner  their 
Country :  and  makes  fomething  like  the 
Story  of  our  Saracens  Heads  of  old  j  when 
the  Englijh  had  been  threfhed  heartily  for 
their  filly  Croifade,  they  reprefented  their 
Adverfaries  thus  large,  to  infinuate  none  but 
Monfters  or  Devils  could  have  done  it.  How¬ 
ever  the  Linguift  tells  his  Mailers  firft,  that 
the  Vulturs  had  eaten  thofe  Bodies,  but 
perceiving  them  diffident  of  this,  and  prone 
to  another  Perfuafion  (which,  by  the  way,  is 
fome  cxcufe  for  him)  he  tells  them  frankly, 
that  the  People  had  eaten  them  in  the  ntghl\ 

&c.  The  Bones  which  were  wanting,  and 
that  had  drawn  this  Secret  from  him,  are  to 
me  a  Confirmation  that  they  were  buried. 

Other- 
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Whydah.  Otherways,  as  thefe  Cormorants  could  not 
chew  or  digeft  them,  they  fhouid  have  been 
found  ftrewed  fomewhere,  as  the  Roads  were 
in  his  Journey  :  The  Fellow  might  alfo  in 
his  turn  propofe  fome  advantage  in  this  Be¬ 
lief  5  for  Captain  Snelgrave  tells  us,  he  met 
with  great  Impofitions  and  Cheats  at  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Jaqueen ,  by  the  Lord  there,  and 
others  in  Trade,  notwithftanding  the  kind 
Reception  he  had  met  with  at  Camp,  and 
that  King's  Charge  to  the  contrary. 

2.  A  Portuguefe  who  refided  there,  that 
fpoke  their  Language,  and  which  is  very 
remarkable,  had  married  a  woolly  white  Wo¬ 
man  born  of  black  'Parents,  who  had  never 
feen  any  other  Colour :  this  Gentleman  talked 
highly  of  the  Kings  Policy  and  Generojity , 
that  his  Sacrifices  were  a  Proof  of  it  j  that 
he  was  juft,  ftridly  obeyed,  and  never  eat  any 
human  Flcfh.  If  fo,  according  to  my  way 
of  thinking,  he  would  hinder  fo  barbarous 
a  Cuftom  in  others  his  Subjeds ;  or  it  would 
be  a  Contradidion  to  his  Charader,  a  Suf¬ 
ferance  being  the  fame,  as  doing  it  himfelf. 

3.  If  the  Sacrifices  were  defigned  for  eat¬ 
ing,  one  would  think  they  fhouid  have  been 
all  young  People,  not  thrown  in  a  Heap, 
which  is  an  Objedion  to  their  fpending  well  $ 
and  now  and  then  I  fhouid  have  expeded 
they  would  have  been  prompted  by  No¬ 
velty  to  have  tafted  a  white  Man:  but  it  is 
the  King's  Charader  of  being  far  from  bar¬ 
barous, 
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barous,  and  of  delicate  Wit  and  Policy  :Whydail* 
Lamb\  ived  three  years  and  a  half  with  them, 
and  never  was  eat. 

4.  If  Men  were  thus  eat,  and  liked  by  a 
Nation,  there  would  be  lefs  occafion  and 
Inclination  to  fell  them  us  for  Slaves  5  they 
at  lead:  muft  lofe  a  Breakfad  by  it  now  and 
then  $  and  it  wopld  fall  heavier  on  fuch 
Captives  they  had  made  their  Servants,  (for 
fome  were  made  fo  at  the  fame  time  the 
others  were  facrificed)  who  I  am  in  fome 
doubt  whether  they  would  wait  tamely  for 
the  turn  of  having  their  Throats  cur.  This 
Man-Eating  therefore  probably  might  be  an 
Impofition  on  the  Credulity  of  the  Whites  5 
as  the  Perfuafion  amongft  fome  of  them  is, 
that  they  are  bought  by  us  to  fat  and  eat  :  the' 

Belief  in  my  opinion  is  equally  grounded. 

Theirs  (if  any)  is  better  $  for  the  next  CrueL 
ty  to  buying  human  Flcfh,  one  would  natu- 

.  rally  think,  fhould  be  to  eat  it  5  efpecially 
with  Negroes,  who  cannot  conceive  how 
their  Labour  can  be  ufed,  that  want  fo  little 
for  their  own  fupport. 

5.  Some  Places  reported  on  the  Coaft  to 
be  Mcn-Eaters  are  by  lated  Accounts  much 
doubted,  if  not  contradi&ed.  At  Loango 
they  are  found  with  better  Manners,  and 
mixed  with  P  ortuguefe .  At  Cape  St.  Ma* 
r/s,  the  Starboard  Entrance  of  the  River 
Gambia ,  generally  faid  to  be  Mcn-Eaters, 
were  found  by  our  Boat’s  Crew  as  civilized 
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Whydah.  as  any  People  on  the  whole  Coaft,  tho’  their 
Number  expofed  them  an  cafy  Prey.  To 
this  we  may  add,  that  all  Negro  land,  by  the 
Obfervations  I  could  make,  are  very  abfto 
rnious  of  FleCh  in  comparifon  of  as  5  they 
have  very  few  tame  Creatures  (Kid,  Sheep, 
Kine,  &c)  among  them  5  their  Country  is 
moftly  Woods  cleared  away  a  lit  tie  at  their 
Cooms,  to  fow  as  much  Indian  Corn  and 
Rice  as  they  imagine  will  ferve  them ;  which, 
with  Banana's,  Plantanes,  Palm-Nuts,  Pine- 
Apples,  and  now  and  then  a  little  {linking 
Fifh,  or  a  Fowl,  is  the  chief  of  their  Diet. 

6.  As  Slave-Cargoes  are  a  Compound  of 
different  Nations,  it  is  more  than  probable 
they  are  mixed  from  thefe  Men- eating  Coun¬ 
tries  5  and  therefore  on  their  rifing  and  mur¬ 
dering  a  Ship's  Company,  they  would  have 
(hewn  us  e'er  now  a  Precedent,  efpecially 
thofe  who  believed  we  were  to  eat  them. 

7.  Men  in  this  horrid  Praftice  would,  with 
the  diftinguifhing  Charafteriftick  of  Reafon 
about  them,  be  more  brutifh  than  any  part 
of  the  Creation  5  no  Creatures  of  thegreateft 
Ferocity  preying  upon  their  own  Species. 

8.  If  fuch  Cuftom  were  taken  up  to  in¬ 
timidate  their  Neighbours,  and  facilitate 
Conquefts,  the  Practice  fhould  be  more  pub- 
lick  5  not  in  the  Night,  but  Day,  and  openly  ; 
Cuftom  in  any  People  familiarizing  ail  Bar- 
barities,  and  more  fo,  when  an  Intereft  is 
propofed. 


There- 
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Therfore,  laftly,  the  ftrongeft  Proof  prO“Vv 
duced  for  it  is,  that  one  Mr.  More  faw  hu¬ 
man  Fiefh  fold  at  Dahome’s  Market-place. 

If  the  Perfen  mentioned  does  not  mean 
human  Fiefh  alive,  and  in  way  of  Trade, 
yet  without  a  good  interior  Sight,  he  might 
miftake  it  for  that  of  Monkevs,  there  being 
an  awkard  Refemblance  to  the  Moorifh  Race, 
in  the  Hands  and  Phiz ;  and  I  have  given 
one  Example  purpofely,  among  many  (at  the 
beginning  of  this  Chapter)  to  (hew  they  are 
a  common  Diet  at  feme  places;  our  Sailors 
frequently  eat  them.  What  inclines  me  more 
to  this  Opinion  is,  Fir  ft,  the  Force  of  Pre- 
poffdlion  and  Fear,  which  many  Readers 
may  experience  in  their  own  Conftitution. 
Second ,  That  I  never  faw  a  Fiefh- Market  of 
any  fort,  tho*  I  have  been  on  fhore  at  many 
places  on  the  Coafi  of  Guinea ,  not  even  a~ 
mong  the  Engh/h,  the  moil  carnivorous  in 
the  World i  but  when  they  do  kill,  lend 
ir  out.  Thirdly ,  What  is  my  g reared  Ob¬ 
jection,  is,  that  the  Captain  feould  bring 
another  to  aflert  what  he  might  have  done 
himfdf,  fince  he  was  at  T)ahomeF  Camp* 
(the  fame  place,)  and  more  inquifitive  and 
difeerning $  unlds  this  Market  was  kept 
one  Voyage,  and  not  another. 

I  have  bellowed  thefe  Objections,  purely 
in  refpeCt  to  the  King  oMDahomay ,  whom* 
tho’  I  never  faw,  nor  expect  to  be  advanced 
in  his  Court,  I  have  a  natural  Propenf.ty  to 
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wifh  well,  Jince  he  has  redeemed  his  Courf 
try* Men  from  being  fold  as  Slaves.  I  would 
feign,  after  fuch  an  A&ion,  excufethem  from 
being  Men-eaters  5  a  Change  full  as  bad  for 
the  People,  a  jumping  out  of  the  Frying-pan 
into  the  Fire.  Their  Guilt  herein  is  lefs  likely, 
becaufe  it  happens  that  this  conquered  Coun¬ 
try  abounds  more  with  Neat  Cattle,  than  all 
other  parts  of  the  Coaft. 


Currents  on  the  Coajl  of  GUINEA. 

THE  incomparable  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
folvesaii  the  Phenomena  of  the  Tides 
upon  the  foie  Principle  of  Gravity.  The 
Earth,  Sum  Moon,  and  all  the  ccleftiai  Bodies, 
fays  he,  have  a  Gravitation  towards  their 
Centers,  in  proportion  to  the  quantitys  of 
Matter  in  each  of  them.  Our  Earth  being 
within  the  A&ivity  of  the  Sun  and  Moon’s 
Attra&ions  ;  the  fluid  part  of  this  Globe,  the 
Ocean,  feels  it,  and  necdfarily  fw ells  :  and 
this,  by  taking  off  or  abating  the  force  of 
Gravity,  wherever  the  Moon  is  perpendicular 
in  the  Ecliptick *  whereby  the  greater  Pref- 
fure  of  Gravity  without,  carries  the  Wa¬ 
ter  thitherward,  &c.  (See  the  Theory  of  the 
Tides,  jP hi lof.  Tranfahl.)  Currents  feem  to 
be  the  fame  thing  (at  leaft  on  this  Coaft)  and 

on 
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on  the  fame  Principle  I  fhall  lay  down  theCurrentr 
F  ads,  and  then  draw  the  Conclusions, 

The  Rivers  of  Gambia ,  Sierraleon ,  Gabon , 
the  Straits  and  Channels  of  Benin ,  and  thro" 
the  whole  Coaft,  the  flowings  are  regular 
on  the  Shores,  with  this  difference,  that  in 
Rivers  or  Channels  where  two  Shores  con- 
trad:  the  Waters  into  a  narrow  Compafs,  the 
Tides  are  ftrong  and  high,  as  well  as  regular  3 
blit  on  the  dead  Coaft,  flow  and  low,  not 
to  above  two  or  three  foot,  increafing  as 
you  advance  towards  the  Bay  and  Channels 
of  Benin  j  and  this  is  farther  evident  at  Cape 
Corfoy  SucconddyCommenda^wdi  other  places : 
for  wherever  the  Land  rounds  and  cheques, 
the  Flowings  there  will  be  a  Foot  or  two 
more  than  on  an  evencr  Coaft,  tho*  next  ad¬ 
join  imr. 

The  Currents  here  fet  fometimes  two  knots 
an  hour  along  Shore,  fometimes  with,  fome-  v 
times  againft  theWind  3  tho3  generally  to  Lee¬ 
ward  3  fometimes  off,  fometimes  on,  ripling 
like  a  Tide,  at  other  times  a  fmooth  unmoved 
Surface  for  days  together,  and  never  felt,  or 
imperceptible  at  8  or  10  Leagues  Offing. 

The  Currents  fet  in  on  both  Shores,  to  the 
Bay  of  Benin  3  from  the  Southward/about  and 
beyond  Cape  Lopez ;  an  A  from  the  Weft  ward 
along  the  Bap  an  Coaft,  that  is,  to  Leeward  3 
for  the  Winds  are  as  commonly  deflefted  a- 
long  Shore,  as  the  Currents.  This  all  Ships 
experience  in  their  Paflage  to  Angola ,  if  they 
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Currents,  fo0]d  the  Land  on  board,  or  if  they  endea¬ 
vour  getting  Wefiward  on  the  Tapau  or 
Gold  Goad. 

The  reafon  of  this  Diverfity,  I  imagine, 
proceeds  from  the  Formation  of  the  Land, 
together  with  the  Weather,  and  the  Winds, 
The  Land  being  on  a  ftrait  Line,  with¬ 
out  Gulphs  or  Bays,  unlefs  that  remarka¬ 
bly  large  one  of  Benin  and  Callabar,  the 
Flux  of  the  Sea,  when  it  comes  to  be  bounded 
by  the  Shores,  have  a  natural  Tendency  there, 
Been  in  growing  (Longer  as  they  advance  to¬ 
wards  it  on  both  ildes  j  becaufe  fuch  Gulphs, 
in  a  Contraction  of  the  W aters,  bear  fome 
Refemblanceto  Channels,  which  every  where 
in  proportion  to  their  Breadth  and  Depth, 
and  the  Sea  they  (land  open  with,  have  more 
or  lefs  Current  or  Tide  along  their  Shores 
inward  ;  affifted  partly  by  the  Winds,  which, 
os  I  have  obferved,  are  deflected,  and  tend 
alio  on  both  Tides  towards  the  Bay  5  and 
partly,  by  the  Weather  5  clear  and  hot  Sun- 
fh ibis’  drawing  more  Vapours  from  the  Seas 
fleet  Shores  in  all  places,  (and  cfpecially  in 
Bays  with  Shoals)  to  be  expended  in  Exha¬ 
lations,  Mifts,  Fogs,  and  Rains;  the  Rains 
again  may,  by  being  inccfiant  for  a  Month  or 
fix  Weeks,  and  in  a  Rotation  upon  different 
parts  of  the  Goaft,  contribute  to  fome  little 
diverfity  of  Strength. 

Another  reafon  of  Currents  tending  moftly 
to  Leeward  here,  is  the  Flood  being  propa¬ 
gated 
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gated  from  a  vaft  Southern  Ocean,  takes  it>sCurrent3, 
Courfe  along  Shore  5  but  the  Ebbs  revert ea- 
Ely  and  equally  from  all  parts  to  the  Ocean, 
and  therefore  make  fo  little  an  Alteration 
of  the  Stream,  as  is  feldom  and  fcarcely 
felt  at  a  very  little  diftance  from  it.  The  moft 
that  we  found  was  open  with  this  Bite  of  Be¬ 
nin.  We  left  IVhydah  the  latter  end  of  July , 
where  tho"  the  Currents  in  the  Road  were 
very  ftrong  to  Leeward,  and  the  Winds  al¬ 
together  S,  W.  yet  we  found  we  could  with 
cafe  have  weathered  any  of  the  Elands  5 
which  would  have  been  impoffible,  had  the 
lame  Current  in  the  Road  extended  acrofs 
the  whole  Bay  5  nay,  cur  getting  fo  far  to 
the  Southward  (/.  ^.Windward)  will  be  very 
difficult  to  account  for,  unlefs  the  Waters 
received  into  this  Bay  by  thofe  Currents  are 
allowed  to  reverberate  in  the  middle  Space, 
tho’  infallibly,  towards  the  main  Ocean. 

From  thefe  light  Obfervations,  1  think  it 
may  be  concluded,  Fir  ft,  that  in  all  Places, 
Currentsand  Tides  haveavery  great  affinity. 

That  it  is  principally  the  Formation  of  the 
Lands  drives  them  into  the  one  or  the  other ; 
if  contracted  between  two  Shores  fo  as  to 
form  a  Channel,  the  diurnal  Elevation  of  the 
Ocean,  by  the  Attraction  of  the  Moon,  will 
make  there  a  Tide,  rapid  in  proportion  to  it's 
Breadth,  Depth,  and  Sea  it  is  open  to  :  And 
if  an  open  Coaft,  as  Guinea ,  thofe  Tides  be** 
come  Currents,  This  agrees  with  the  Voyages 
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I  have  met  to  thofe  Parts,  and  particularly 
the  fixth  general  one  fet  forth  by  the  India 
Company  of  that  Channel,  made  by  the 
Eaftcrn  fide  of  the  Continent,  and  the  Ifland 
of  Madagafcar  5  for  being  too  deep  and  broad 
for  the  Dire&ion  of  a  Tide,  there  are  Nor¬ 
thern  and  Southern  Current s,  as  the  elevated 
Sea  rovvls  round  the  North  or  South  end  of 
the  Ifland  :  and  which  is  ft  ill  more  agreeable, 
they  are  firongejt  where  the  Channel  is  nar¬ 
row  eft ,  and  lefs ,  and  vary  on  different  'Points 
of  the  Compafs ,  as  the  Sea  fpreads  more  in 
the  Pa  f age  crofs  the  Line . 

2.  That  all  Currents  and  Tides  are  found 
only  on  Shores,  andindifcernible  at  ioLeagues 
difiance  from  a  Coaft,  or  the  Mouth  of  any 
Channel  5  are  alfo  variable  from  the  fame 
Influence  of  the  Moon,  and  Change  of  Wea¬ 
ther. 


RAINS : 


HERE  is  a  Return  of  Vernal  and  An- 


1  tumnal  Rains  through  the  whole  Coaft. 
The  former,  whether  on  this  or  the  other  fide 
the  Equator,  are  longer  and  more  inceffant. 
They  begin  on  this  fide  at  Sierraleony  in 
May  j  at  the  Gold  Coaft  and  IVhydah ,  in 
Aprils  preceded  by  S,  and  S.  E*  Winds.  On 
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the  other  fide  the  Line  again,  the  VernalR“«s- 
Rains  fall  at  Cape  Lopez ,  in  October-,  at 
Angola  in  November,  &c.  And  as  thefeSea- 
fons  are  attended  with  the  Interpofition  of 
Clouds  thro'  both,  the  Air  is  cooler,  and 
therefore  by  the  ftewed  Inhabitants  denomi¬ 
nated  Winter. 

What  conduces  to  fuch  annual  and  regu¬ 
lar  Returns,  is  perhaps  infcrutable  :  It  is  only 
a  general  Obfervation,  that  the  Sun,  on  or 
nigh  the  fEquinox,  inclines  to  rain  every 
where.  Dr.  Clayton  fays,  ( Thilof.  Tranf.) 
that  there  are  frequent  and  great  Rains  at 
Virginia  in  April  and  September ,  and  other 
Countries  obfervethe  fame.  The  ultimate 
end  is  to  embruc  the  Land  with  Fertility 
where  the  Inhabitants  have  Senfe  and  Wil- 
lingnefs  to  co-operate  with  Providence. 

At  Cape  Corfo  this  year,  they  ccafed  the 
end  of  May ;  they  had  fell,  we  underflood, 
for  fix  Weeks  before,  almoft  without  inter- 
miflion,  only  fome  hours  they  were  hea¬ 
vier,  and  chiefly  in  the  Nights,  with  conti¬ 
nued  Thunder,  Lightning, and  Calms.  When¬ 
ever  they  felt  a  Breeze,  it  was  Southerly 
(direftly  upon  the  Land;  the  Clouds  that 
contained  the  Rains  fucceeding  one  another 
from  the  Ocean,  as  it  were  orderly.  If  the 
Horizon  brightened  as  it  does  by  Spins  at 
tnefe  Seafons,  the  Sun  is  felt  with  redoubled 
Heat  and  Fervour. 
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*  The  Mift  and  Hazinefs  of  the  Horizon 
(always  on  the  Coaft)  and  thofe  great  Dews 
which  out  of  the  rainy  Seafons  fall  every 
night  on  the  Shore,  and  rarely  or  never  two 
Miles  from  it  where  the  Ships  anchor,  arc 
corroborating  Proofs  of  what  is  juft  before 
hinted  under  the  Article  of  Currents,  that 
the  Vapours  fupplying  thefe,  or  Rains,  arc 
extracted  from  Coafts  and  Shallows  more  a- 
bundantly  than  from  the  main  Ocean  ;  which 
would  other  ways  be  feen  and  felt,  and  in 
greater  meafure  at  Sea,  from  fo  large  a  Body 
of  Waters  furrounding  5  but  is  fo  far  from 
happening,  that  Exhalations  of  all  forts  di- 
minifh ,  as  is  the  Diflance  from  Land . 

Again,  the  Winds  from  Sea,  which  are 
the  Winds  that  ufher  in  thefe  Rains,  are 
known  to  fpring  up  but  a  few  Leagues  from 
Shore ;  (the  Trade  obtaining  in  all  thefe  La¬ 
titudes  :)  and  tho*  I  fay,  any  regular  Periods 
of  it  under  this  Vicinity  of  the  Sun  all  the 
year  may  be  infcrutable,  yet  when  they  do 
come,  they  vifibly  bring  on  the  Land- Clouds 
loaded  with  aqueous  Vapors*  a  more  rari- 
fied  Air  there  naturally  attracting  them,  and 
helping  their  fall. 

Both  Ships  came  to  Ifle  Del  Erincipe  the 
end  of  July,  1721.  where  we  felt  dreadful 
Effefts  from  the  excellive  Heats  and  Irregu- 


*  See  the  Appendix  to  the  Navy-Surgeon,  in  which  are  Phy- 
Ikal  Obfervations  on  the  Moifture  and  Denfity  of  the  Air. 
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larity  of  the  Seamen,  daring  our  Careening  -yDei?nn 
for  although  we  arrived  very  healthy,  thecipe‘ 
IGand  furnifhing  Palm- Wines  and  the  means 
of  debauching  at  eafy  Rates,  and  our  Tents 
giving  opportunity  5  they  loon  run  into  Ex¬ 
cels,  which  brought  on  an  epidemical  malig¬ 
nant  Fever,  that  reduced  us  in  a  fhort  Stay  of 
two  Months,  to  feme  Deliberations  whe¬ 
ther  we  could  proceed  to  Sea  fafely  without 
a  return  of  Men  from  England  5  the  Wey- 
mouth  not  being  able  to  purchafe  her  An- 
chors,  and  we  in  the  Swallow  with  difficulty. 

My  judgment,  as  Surgeon,  was  by  all  means 
to  go,  tho’  in  the  molt  fickly  Condition,  be¬ 
came  thus  removed  from  the  chief  Caufes 
of  our  Misfortune  (Calms,  exceffive  Heats, 
and  a  diferderly  Living)  whoever  were  vifited 
with  the  Diftemper,  would  by  that  method 
find  a  Crifis  in  Recovery  or  Death,  and  flop 
the  infection:  We  therefore,  with  theAffii- 
tance  of  feme  Men  from  a  PJutch  E aft -In¬ 
dia  Ship  that  happened  to  put  in,  got  under 
Sail  and  left  the  IGand  ;  the  effedt  I  have  re¬ 
lated  cl fe where  more  at  large,  and  fhall  only 
oblerve  here,  that  our  Fevers  for  want  of 
Neceftaries  turned  in  many  to  Fluxes,  and 
purfued  us,  tho'  with  lefs  Cruelty.  The  Wey¬ 
mouth ,  who  brought  out  of  England  a  Com¬ 
pliment  of  240  Men,  having  at  the  end  of 
the  Voyage  280  dead  upon  her  Books. 

Princes  was  the  Birth-place  of  Africanus 
?nd  Monlee,  of  whom  they  give  this  tragi¬ 
cal 
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Del  Prin-  cal  Relation  ;  That  (he  becoming  a  Favourite 
clPe-  of  her  Patron,  was  forced  from  Afrtcanus , 
and  having  a  Child  whofe  Complexion  be¬ 
tray’d  the  true  Father,  Afrtcanus  murdered 
both,  and  afterwards  himfelf,  to  avoid  Punifh- 
ment. 

We  touched  at  *St.  Thome ,  the  chief  of 
thefe  P  or  fugue fe  Itlands  for  frefh  Provifions, 
purchafed  cheap  5  the  Profit  of  half  a  dozen 
Hogs  fed  two  or  three  Months,  and  fold  at 
the  Gold  Coaft,  will  maintain  the  beji  Mds 
in  a  Ship  a  whole  year. 

It  was  lucky  for  Mr.  Rowryy  Mafier  of  a 
Briftol  Veffcl,  that  the  Man  of  War  came  in  i 
his  Men  had  made  him  Prifoner,  and  were 
difpofing  of  the  Slaves  at  a  very  eafy  Rate 
with  the  Governor,  who  rcjefts  no  Schemes 
of  Profit.  Rowry ,  who  had  been  difeoun- 
tenanced  by  him  upon  his  Men’s  Complaints, 
wa s  now  heard  indeed  5  but  not  knowing 
rightly  the  Method  of  getting  Men  to  bring 
away  his  Brigantine  in  our  Company,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  what  Price  the  Governor 
would  fet  on  her  and  her  Cargo,  and  took 
Paflage  with  us  for  Cape  Cor fo  5  where,  upon 
Demand,  he  accompanied  his  Leave  with  a 
handfome  Acknowledgment  for  his  Diet,  and 
went  home  with  the  Account. 

We  regained  the  GoldCoaft  in  fifteen  days 


*  There  is  a  fquare  Fort  on  the  Larboard  Point  of  the  Bay, 
and  Anchorings  about  a  League  from  it. 
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from  this  Ifland,  having  met  in  the  Paffagew^ds, 
fome  Sprinklings  that  we  underflood  had 
been  heavy  fhovvers  on  Shore. 


WIND  S. 

^HT^HE  Winds,  different  from  our  Quar~  .* 
j|  ter  of  the  World,  in  thefe  Voyages 
are  either  peculiar  to  warm  Latitudes  5  fuch 
are  Trade-  Winds ,  Land  and  Sea  Breezes  5 
or  to  the  Coafl,  Tornadoes ,  and  Air- Mat- 
tans. 

Trade-Winds  are  eaflerly,  blow  frefh  night 
and  day,  all  the  Year,  and  every  where  round 
the  Globe  5  that  Part  of  it  I  mean  that  w« 
are  upon,  the  Ocean,  whether  Atlantick , 
Indian ,  or  American :  for  the  Soil  and  Po¬ 
rtion  of  Lands,  though  the  fame  Caufe  of 
them  fubfids  more  powerfully^  gives  uncer¬ 
tain  and  various  Defledions.  They  will  ex¬ 
tend  to  3000  of  N.  Latitude,  when  the  Sun 
is  on  this  fide  the  Equator,  .and  as  far  S. 
when  on  the  others  deflecting  where  he  is 
farthed  off  (here  to  the  N.  E.  there  to  the 
S.  E.)  and  always  neared  to  the  E.  Point 
on  the  Equinoctial,  or  where  he  is  vertical. 

The  general  Caufes  afligned  by  the  Inge¬ 
nious  for  thefe  Phenomena,  and  with  the 
greated  Probability  of  Truth,  are  3 

FirJfj, 
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Winds. 
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Firfi ,  the  daily  Rotation  of  the  Earth 
Eaftward  upon  its  Axis ,  whereby  the  Air  or 
Wind  (the  enforced  Stream  of  it)  by  this 
means  goes  Wed  ward  in  refpect  of  the  Su¬ 
perficies  j  and  this  is  farther  countenanced 
in  that  thefe  Winds  are  found  only  in  the 
largeft  Circles,  where  the  diurnal  Motion 
is  fwifteft  5  and  alfo  becaufe  they  blow  as 
ftrong  in  the  Night  as  ‘ID ay  home ,  on  the 
Coa/i  of  Brafil,  as  near  Guinea. 

The  fecond  permanent  Caufe  of  this  Ef~ 
fed,  the  ingenious  Dr.  Halley  aferibes  to  the 
Adion  of  the  Sun-beams  upon  the  Air  and 
Water  every  day,  confidered  together  with 
the  Nature  of  the  Soil,  and  Situation  of  the 
adjoining  Continents. 

The  Sun  heats  and  rarefies  the  Air  exceed- 
ingly,  in  all  Latitudes  within  the  Zodiack , 
(evident  from  the  anheious  Condition  it  fub- 
jeds  moft  Animals  to  in  Calm’s)  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Air  from  Latitudes  more  without 
his  Influence  (as  more  ponderous)  prefles  in, 
to  reflore  the  Equilibrium  :  and  to  follow  the 
Sun,  muft  come  from  the  Eaftward.  The 
wefterly  Winds  that  reflore  this  Balance, 
from  Latitudes  beyond  the  Tropicks,  would? 
I  fancy,  be  as  conftant,  and  keep  a  Circula¬ 
tion,  were  the  whole  a  Globe  of  Waters: 
As  it  is,  they  are  from  30  to  6o°°,  abun¬ 
dantly  the  moft  predominant,  with  a  Devia¬ 
tion  to  N.  or  S.  on  various  Accidents :  blow 
with  more  force?  becaufe,  among  other  Rea- 
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fons,  the  Equilibrium  is  reftored  to  a  greater  Winds, 
from  a  Idler  Circle  j  and  as  it  were  to  con¬ 
firm  this,  are -received  into  the  Trade-wind, 
with  ,a  Defledion  of  N.  E.  or  more  north¬ 
ward  at  the  Point  of  reception. 

On  the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  North  of  the 
Equinoctial,  the  true  Winds  are  wefterly, 
keeping  a  Track  with  the  Shore,  where  it 
trenches  all  eaftward.  From  the  River  Gabon 
again,  under  the  Line,  the  Land  ftretches  to 
the  Southward,  and,exadly  anfwerable  there¬ 
to,  the  Winds  wheel  from  S.  E.  to  S.  by  E, 
to  keep  nigh  a  Parallel  with  it ;  in  both,  the 
Shore  feems  to  defied  the  true  Trade ,  in 
the  fame  manner  Capes  do  Tides  or  Cur¬ 
rents,  and  obliges  it,  like  them,  on  that 
Point  where  they  have  the  freeft  Pafiage.  If 
at  any  particular  Seafons  (as  in  the  Rains  is 
remarked)  the  Winds  become  more  fouther- 
ly,  and  fet  full  upon  the  Shore,  they  are 
weak  s  and  as  the  Sun  is  at  fuch  time  on 
this  fide  the  Equinodial,  it  is  probably  to  re- 
ftore  an  Equilibrium  to  that  Air  at  land, 
more  rarefied  from  a  ftronger  and  more  re- 
fleded  Heat, 

I  fhall  give  two  or  three  other  Remarks 
on  Trade-winds,  proper,  tho5  made  at  other 
Periods  of  the  Voyage. 

1.  You  muft  be  diftant  from  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  Land  to  Windward,  before  the  T rade 
blows  true  and  frefh,  (from  this  Coaft  we 
may  fuppofe  twenty  or  thirty  Leagues)  and 

then 
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Winds,  then  a  Ship  bound  to  America  will  make  a 
conftant  and  fmooth  Run  of  forty  or  fifty 
Leagues  every  twenty-four  Hours.  And  as 
there  are  no  Storms,  vaft  numbers  of  flying 
Filh  fporting  near  the  Ship,  ( found  every 
where  within  the  Verge  of  thefe  Winds , 
and  no  where  elfe  that  ever  I  faw ,)  Bone- 
toes  purfuing  them  ;  with  Birds  of  various 
forts,  Garnets ,  Boobys ,  Tropick-Birdsy  and 
Sheerwatersy  it  makes  a  very  delightful  fail¬ 
ing. 

2.  Although  the  N.  E.  and  S.  E.  Trade- 
Winds  on  this  and  that  fide  the  Line ,  do 
not  blow  adverfe,  yet  by  approaching  to  it, 
are  in  my  Thoughts,  the  Occafion  of  be¬ 
calming  the  Latitudes  between  4  and  120 
N,  the  Point  of  Conteft  5  as  we  found,  and 
will  be  hereafter  remarked  in  our  Faflage 
from  Brajil  to  the  Weft-Indies ,  in  July  and 
Auguft:  and  this  I  think,  Firft ,  becaufe  the 
Eaft  foutherly  Trade  is  known  ordinarily  to 
extend  E.  S.  E.  to  40  of  Northern  Latitude  : 
and  confequently,  as  the  Eaft  northerly  is 
bounded  a  little  nearer  or  further  from  the 
Equinoftial,  as  is  the  Station  of  the  Suns 
Calms  and  lmall  Breezes,  the  Attendant  of 
them,  may  vary  a  little,  yet  they  will  always 
happen  about  thefe  Latitudes,  and  near  the 
windward  Shores  be  attended  with  Thun¬ 
der,  Lightning,  and  perpetual  Rains.  Se¬ 
condly,  all  Ships  a&ually  find  this  in  their 
Faflage  from  Guinea  to  the  Weft-Indies  in 

any 
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any  Month,  or  from  England  thither  $  theWinds‘ 
true  Trade  decrea^gfis  they  approach  thofe 
Latitudes,  and  up  between  Cape  Verd  and 
the  Ifiands,  thole  Calms  by  all  our  Navi¬ 
gators  are  faid  to  be  as  conftantly  attended 
with  Rains  and  Thunder.  '  '  ■'  •  -  ■ 

Thirdly ,  Becaufe  the  fame  thing  happens 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  Trade ,  from 
the  variable  Winds  in  27  or  28° 0  of  Nor- 
them  Latitude,  fooner  or  later  as  I  obferved 
is  the  Station  of  the  Sun :  From  all  which 
1  would  infer,  that  from  Guinea  thefe  calm 
Latitudes  are  eafier  palled,  not  nigh,  but  with¬ 
in  100  Leagues  of  the  Continent  of  Africa, 
and  at  America  not  to  get  into  them  till  a 
Ship  has  nigh  run  herDiftance  j  for  the  Land, 

I  think,  either  to  Windward  or  Leeward  does 
give  a  better  Advantage  to  the  Breezes,  than 
nearer  or  more  remote :  Ships  from  England 
do  not  want  this  Caution  fo  much,  becaufe 
the  N.  E.  Trade  does  not  fail  till  a  little  be¬ 
yond  the  Parallel  of  Barbadoes ,  the  Souther- 
moft  of  our  Ifiands. 

Land  and  Sea-Breezes  are  Gales  of  no 
great  Extent,  the  former  much  fainter  and  in- 
conftant  will  blow  off  an  Illand  to  a  Road- 
fled,  be  on  which  fide  of  it  you  will,  but 
whether  at  the  fame  time  or  no,  or  now  heres 
now  there,  1  am  not  experienced  enough  to 
fay,  tho*  their  Weaknefs  and  Inconftancy 
makes  either  way  defenfible.  -  -They  are 
found  at  all  fhores  within  or  near  the  fro- 

K  picks. 
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Winds,  picks,  the  Sea-breeze  coming  in  about  ten  in 
the  morning/  frefh  and  fweet,  enlivening 
every  thing.  The  Land-breeze  when  it  does 
fucceed,  is  at  the  fame  diftance  from  Sun-fet 
or  later,  fmail,  fultry,  and  (linking,  efpe- 
eially  when  from  Rivers  whofe  Banks  are 
peftered  with  rotten  Mangroves,  (lagnating 
Waters,  <&c. 

They  feem  toarife  entirely  from  th t Heat  of 
the  Sun-beams :  That  the  Air  is  more  ratified 
by  their  Reflections  on  the  folid  Body  of  the 
Earth  than  on  a  fluid,  is  certain  5  therefore 
till  their  ratified  Air,  made  fo  by  three  or  four 
hours  Sun,  is  brought  to  an  Equilibrium,  the 
Breezes  muft  be  from  the  Sea  at  all  parts  of 
the  Coaft,  becaufe  at  all  parts,  the  fame  Caufe 
is  operating.  And  if  this  Rarefaction  is  limited 
by  a  determined  heighth  of  the  Atmofphere, 
the  Sea-breezes  that  are  to  fill  up  theVacuities 
will  laft  a  determined  time  only  5  two ,  three , 
or  more  hours :  this  is  faCt,  but  whether 
properly  folved,  muft  be  fubmitted.  Of  af¬ 
finity  with  this  are  the  frequent  Breezes  we 
find  with  meridian  Suns  at  (bores,  even  to  the 
Latitude  of  England ,  tho’  very  ftili  before 
and  after.  Again,  the  Land-breezes  which 
fucceed  at  night  when  the  Sun  has  loft  it7s 
Power,  feem  by  their  Weaknefs  to  be  the 
return  of  Air  heaped  up  by  the  preceding  day's 
Heat,  like  other  Fluids  when  higher  or  ful¬ 
ler  from  any  Caufe  (in  one  part  than  another) 
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°f  courte  has  it's  reflux  to  make  an  eVenWmds* 
Surface. 

Tornadoes ,  by  the  Spaniard  called  Trava- 
does 5  are  in  no  part  of  the  World  fo  frequent 
as  at  Guinea .  They  are  fierce  and  violent 
Guffs  of  Wind  that  give  warning  for  fotne 
hours  by  a  gradual  lowering  and  blackening 
of  the  Sky  to  Windward  whence  they  come, 
accompanied  with  Darknefs,  terrible  Shocks 
of  Thunder  and  Lightning,  and  end  in  Rams 
and  Calm.  They  are  always  off  fhore,  be¬ 
tween  the  N.  and  N.  E.  here,  and  more  Eas¬ 
terly  at  the  Bites  of  Benin ,  Calabar ,  and 
Cape  Lopez  ;  but  although  they  are  attended 
with  this  favourable  Property  of  blowing 
from  the  fhore,  and  laft  only  three  or  four 
hours,  yet  Ships  immediately  at  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  them  furl  all  their  Sails  and  drive  be¬ 
fore  the  Wind* 

We  have  fometimes  met  with  thefe  Tor- 
nadoest wo  in  a  day,  often  one  5  andtofhew 
within  what  a  narrow  Compafs  their  effefts 
are.  Ships  have  felt  one^  when  others  at  ten 
Leagues  diftance  have  known  nothing:  Nay, 
at  Anamaboo  (3  01*4  Leagues  off)  they  have 
had  ferene  Weather  while  we  have  fuffered 
under  a  Tornado  in  Cape  Corfo  Road*  And 
viceverfa.  A  Proof  of  what  Naturahfts  con- 
jefture ,  that  no  Thunder  is  heard  above  30 
Miles  5  in  thefe  Storms  it  feemstobe  very  near, 
one  we  felt  the  Afternoon  of  taking  Roberts 
the  Pyrate,  that  Teemed  like  the  ratling  of 
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10000  (mail  Arms  within  three"  yards  of  our 
Heads;  it  Iplit  our  Maintop- Mart,  and  ended 
as  ufual  in  excefiive  Showers,  and  then  calm  j 
the  nearnefs  is  judged  by  the  Sound  inftantly 
following  the  Elafh.  Lightning  is  common 
here  at  other  times,  efpecially  with  the  (hut¬ 
ting  in  of  Evening,  and  flafhes  perpendicu¬ 
larly  as  well  as  horizontally. 

Both  arife  from  a  plenty  of  nitrous  and 
fulphurous  Exhalations  that  make  a  Com¬ 
pound  like  Gun-powder,  fet  on  tire  in  the 
Air  s  and  if  the  Clouds  that  retain  them  be 
compact,  and  their  heterogeneous  Contents 
ftrong,  various,  and  unequal,  then  like  a 
Cannon  in  proportion  to  thcfe,  the  disjection 
is  with  more  or  lefs  Violence,  producing 
Thunder,  which  as  with  a  *  Shot  has  fre¬ 
quently  iplit  the  Mate  of  Ships ;  and  ftreng- 
thens  the  above  Obfervation  of  tkeir  being  dtf- 
charged  near  hand  $  becaufe  if  at  any  con- 
iiderable  diftance,  they  would  fpread  in  the 
Explofion,  and  lofe  their  Force.  It  furnifhes 
alfo  another,  viz.  That  neither  Thunder  nor 
Lightning  can  be  felt  or  heard  far  from  (hores  j 
Winds  may  impel  fuchExhalations  fomething, 
but  at  a  hundred  Leagues  from  any  Land 


*Some  pretend  to  have  found  what  they  call  a  material  Thun¬ 
der-bolt  ;  fuch  a  one  is  laid  to  have  fell  on  the  Turkijb  Mofque 
at  Adri ample  A.  D.  1693;  and  fuch  are  fhewn  in  the  Mu- 
feums  of  Princes.  At  Copenhagen  they  have  a  large  piece  of 
metallick  Subitance,  faid  to  bk  Thunder-bolt, 
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the  Appearance  muft  be  rare  and  uncom-Winds’ 
mon,  becaufc  the  matter  of  their  Com¬ 
pound  cannot  be  collected  there. 

Air -  matt ans,  or  Harmatans,  are  impetu¬ 
ous  Gales  of  Wind  from  the  Eaftern  Quarter 
about  Midfummer  and  Chrijimas  $  they  are 
attended  with  Foes,  laft  three  or  four  hours, 
(feldom  with  Thunder  or  Lightning,  as  the 
Tornados )  and  ceafe  with  the  Rain  5  are  very 
dry,  fhriveling  up  Paper,  Parchment,  or  Pan- 
nels  of  Efcruitores  like  a  Fire.  They  reach 
fometimes  this  Gold  Coaft,  but  are  frequent- 
eft  and  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the  Bite  of 
Benin ,  named  io  fome  think  from  Aer  Mon - 
tain-,  refpe&ing  whence  they  come  j  or  by 
others  Matt  an,  the  Negrifh  Word  for  a  pair 
of  Bellows,  which  they  having  feen,  com- 
pare  this  Wind  to. 


it  ' 

The  GUINEA  Trade. 

S'  * 


AN  extenfive  Trade,  in  a  moral  Senfe,  isTMSuin 
an  extenfive  Evil,  obvious  to  t\\oitArads- 
who  can  fee  how  Fraud,  Thieving,  and  Ex¬ 
ecutions  have  kept  pace  with  it.  The  great 
Excefs  in  Branches  feeding  Pride  and  Luxury, 
are  an  Oppreflion  on  the  Publick ;  and  the 
Peculiarity  of  it  in  this,  and  the  Settlement 
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^Guinea of  Colonies  are  Infringements  on  the  Peace 
Trade,  and  Happinefs  of  Mankind. 

By  diicourfing  on  this  particular  Branch,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  a  Sufficiency  of  giving 
full  Directions ;  the  Natives  Alteration  and 
Diverfity  of  Tafte  are  Obftacles  with  themoft 
experienced  :  It's  only  within  my  Defign  to 
give  a  general  Infight  to  fuch  as  are  Stranger s, 
and  a  Rule  to  improve  upon  by  fuch  as  are 
not. 

We  may  for  this  end  divide  Guinea  into 
a  windward  Coaft,  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  the 
Bay,  a  Trad  of  6  or  700  Leagues  from  the 
River  Gambia,  in  1 3 0  0  N.  to  Angola ,  about 
9  or  10  0  0  S.  The  P ortuguefe  were  the  firft 
Europeans  that  fettled  and  built  Forts  here, 
tho*  now  the  leaft  concerned,  paying  their 
Tribute  to  the  PDutch  for  Leave:  What  re¬ 
mains  of  theirs  is  to  the  Southward  on  the 
River  Congo  at  Loangode  St.Paul^  and  the 
IOands,  where  they  keep  Priefts  to  teach  their 
Language  to  the  Natives,  and  baptize  with¬ 
out  making  Chriftians. 

1.  In  the  windward  Coaft,  Gambia ,  Sier- 

raleon ,  and  Sherbro  Rivers  mav  be  reckoned 

* 

chief;  the  African  Company  having  Fadors 
and  Settlements  there.  Lefs  noted,  but  more 
frequented  by  private  Ships  in  this  part  of 
Guinea ,  are  Cape  Mont ,  and  Montzerado 5 
Sefthos  River,  Capes  Palmas,  Apollonia , 
and  Tres  Punt  as.  A  number  of  others  inter¬ 
vene,  of  more  or  lets  Trade  ;  which  it  is  their 

Cuftom 
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Cuftom  to  fignify  at  the  fight  of  any  Ship^^,umea 
by  a  Smoke,  and  is  always  looked  on  as  an 
Invitation  to  Trade  5  but  as  each  is  alterable 
among  them  from  the  Chance  of  War,  the 
Omiffion  fhewsthey  decline  it,  or  are  out'  of 
Stock. 

This  Change  of  Circumftance  found  on 
differentVoyagcs, proceeds  from  weak  and  bad 
Governments  among  themfelves,  every  Town 
having  their  own  Cahiceers  or  ruling  Men, 

(or  it  may  be  three  or  four  in  Confederacy) 
all  fo  jealous  of  the  others  \ T any ar ring ,  that 
they  never  care  to  walk  even  a  mile  or  two 
from  home  without  Fire-Arms;  each  knows  it 
is  their  Villanies  and  Robberies  upon  one  a- 
nother  that  enables  them  to  carry  on  a  Slave- 
trade  with  Europeans  ?  and  as  Strength  fluc¬ 
tuates,  it  is  not  unfrequent  for  him  who  fells 
you  Slaves  to-day,  to  be  a  few  days  hence 
fold  himfelf  at  feme  neighbouring  Town  ; 
this  I  have  known. 

The  fame  way  of  reafoning  anfvvers  for  the 
Banyarrs  and  Murders  fo  frequently  between 
them  and  us,  and  never  that  I  heard  with  the 
French  or  Fortuguefe.  For  if  any  of  our 
Ships  from  Brifiol  or  Liverpool  play  tricks^ 
and  under  pretence  of  Traffick  feize  and 
carry  away  fuch  of  them  as  come  on  board, 
and  truft  themfelves  on  that  Confidence,  the 
Friends  and  Relations  never  fail  with  the 
firft  Opportunity  to  revenge  it  $  they  never 
confider  the  Innocence  of  who  comes  next, 
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^^Uineabut  as  Relations  in  Colour,  Panyarr  the 
Boat's  Crews  who  truft  .themfelves  foolilhly  on 
fhore,  and  now  and  then  by  diffembling  a 
Friendfhip,  have  come  on  board,  furprized 
and  murdered  a  whole  Ship's  Company.  Cap¬ 
tain  Pierc/s  Lieutenant  was  killed  on  fhore 
on  fome  fuch  Pretence,  or  becaufe  he  had 
a  good  Suit  of  deaths,  or  both.  Captain 
Canning  of  the  Dove  Brigantine  1732,  was 
cut  off  by  the  Natives  of  Grand  Bajfau  from 
an  Inadvertency ;  firft,  of  tempting  the  Ne¬ 
groes  with  the  fight  of  a  fine  Cargo,  and 
then  by  trufting  the  Mate  Mr.  Tho.  Coot  eon 
fhore  5  the  one  prompted  them  to  rob,  and 
the  other  was  an  Hofiage  for  their  Security, 
they  ventured  off  in  their  Canoos  and  mur¬ 
dered  all  the  Company  under  the  Conduct 
of  a  Fellow  they  called  Thomas  Grey ,  who 
run  the  Veffelin  fhore  j  the  Mate  remained 
with  them  unhurt, about  fixteen  days,  and  was 
then  redeemed  by  Captain  Wheeler  for  17 
Pounds  worth  of  Goods,  which  as  an  En¬ 
couragement  to  the  Service,  he  was  fuffered 
to  repay  at  London .  Mis  Food  during  the 
flay,  was  Indian  Corn,  Rice,  Snails  and 
Monkeys ;  the  laft  they  fhoot  as  often  as  they 
want,  in  the  Woods,  and  after  the  Guts  are 
<  taken  out,  finge  the  Hair  off,  and  then  boil 
it  in  the  Skin.  He  faw  no  other  Flefh  in 
this  part  ol  the  Country,  excepting  a  few 
Fowls,  tho*  he  was  up  it  above  twelve 
.Hiiles, 
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2.  The  Gold  Coaft  is  the  middle  and  final-  Ti&iGuinea, 
left  part  of  the  Divifion,  ftretching  from  Ax-  1 rad 'e* 
iem  a  'Dutch  Settlement,  to  near  the  River 
Volta ,  an  extent  of  70  or  So  Leagues,  but  of 
more  eonfequence  than  the  others,  in  re- 
fpeft  to  our's  and  the  Dutch  Company’s 
Forts,  who  together  command  the  greateft 
part  of  it.  There  is  one  Danifh  Fort  at  Accra 
indeed,  (the  Leewardmoft  of  our  Settlements) 
but  in  a  decaying  State,  and  will  probably 
(as  that  of  the  Brandenburghers  at  Cape  Tres 
Duntas)  be  relinquifhed  in  a  little  time. 

Our  Company’s  principal  Fort  is  at  Cape 
Corfo .  That  of  the  Dutch,  two  or  three 
Leagues  above,  called  Des  Minas  or  St • 

George  de  Elmina  5  each  has  other  little  ones 
up  and  down  this  Coaft,  to  gather  in  the  Trade 
that  centers  for  the  refpeftive  Companies,  at 
one  or  other  of  the  aforefaid  larger  Forts. 

The  African  Company  was  erefted  under 
the  Duke  of  Tork  in  K.  Charles  IFs  Time,  and 
therefore  Royal  5  the  Epithet  being  ftill  re¬ 
tained,  tho’  that  Princes  Superftition,  and 
Thirft  after  Power,  have  long  iince  juftly  ba- 
niftfd  him  the  Realm. 

In  itVfirft  flourilhing  Condition,  it  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  authentick  Accounts  to  have  gained 
annually  to  England  900,000  /.  whereof  in 
Teeth,  Camwood,  Wax  and  Gold,  was  only 
100,000/.  and  the  reft  in  Slaves  5  which  in 
the  Infancy  of  their  Trade  were  in  very  great 
demand  over  all  the  American  Plantations  to 
fupply  their  own  wants,,  and  carry  on  a  clan- 
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^Guinea  deftine  Commerce  with  the  Spanish  Weft-/$- 
Trad*‘  dies .  On  Computation, Barbadoes  wanted  an¬ 

nually  4000  Negroes,  Jamaica  10000,  Lee¬ 
ward  Iflands  6000  5  and  beeaufe  the  Company 
(  twas  complained  by  fuch  as  wifhed  them  ill 
Succefs)  could  not  fupply  this  Number,  hav¬ 
ing  only  imported  46396  Slaves  between  the 
years  1 6  80  and  16883  Interlopers  crept  in, and 
contended  for  a  Share  3  which  the  Company 
reprefented  as  contrary  to  the  Privileges  of 
t  heir  Patent,  and  withal,  that  the  Accufation 
was  groundlefs  and  unjuft,  beeaufe  they  did 
fupply  enough  for  demand,  and  maintained 
Forts  and  Garifons  at  a  great  Charge,  for  awing 
and  fubje&ing  the  Natives  to  trade,  and  main¬ 
taining  an  Induftry  equal  to  the  "Dutch ,  with¬ 
out  which  it  was  plain  to  all  impartial  Con- 
fiderers,  it  would  be  but  very  difficultly  carried 
on*  However,  their  Adverfaries,  after  fome 
years  of  grumbling,  obtained  an  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  1697,  whereby  private  Traders  for  mak¬ 
ing  good  this  deficiency  of  Slaves,  ffiould  have 
Liberty  of  Trade,  allowing  the  Company  10 
per  Cent .  towards  defraying  their  extraordi¬ 
nary  Expence. 

From  this  time  the  Company  more  vifibly 
decayed,  infomuch  that  in  eight  following 
years  they  only  imported  to  the  V/ctt- Indies 
17760  Slaves i  and  the  feparate  Traders  in  that 
time  71268. 

Their  io^r  Cent,  in  the  firft  ten  years  a- 
mounted  to  87465/.  and  therefore  finding 
their  Trade  under  great  difad  vantages  with 
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thefe  new  Inmates,  they  refolved  to  make  the  ^Guinea 
bed  (hares  they  could  in  this  Money, by  leffen-  ^’^* 
ing  their  Expence  about  the  Forts.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  withdrew  all  Supplies  from  their 
Garifo'ns,  leaving  them  to  fubfift  by  their  own 
Management  or  ftarve.  Gambia  Fort  having 
only  twelve  men,  was  taken  by  a  Privateer  of 
eight  Guns  in  1709,  Sierraleon  thirteen  men, 

Sherbro  four,  and  thefe  not  of  any  Charge  to 
the  Company, but  were  poffeffed  by  fuch,who 
having  a  long  time  refided  in  their  Service, 
by  help  of  thofe  Fortifications  were  capable  to 
do  fomething  for  themfelves,  and  fo  the  pri¬ 
vate  Traders  by  degrees  got  entirely  quit  of 
their  Impoft  *  the  reafon  in  a  manner  ceafi- 
ing,  for  which  it  was  at  firft  allowed. 

About  17 19>  their  Affairs  feemed  to  revive 
again,  under  the  Aufpices  of  the  Duke  of 
Chandois ,  who  became  a  very  confiderable 
Proprietor  in  their  Stock,  and  promifed  from 
his  Figure  and  Intercfi:  a  Renewal  of  thofe 
Privileges  that  had  depreffed  them  $  their 
Objedions  ceafmg,  (the  number  demanded 
being  now  very  fhort  of  what  it  was  formerly.) 

More  Ships  were  imployed  than  for  many 
years  paft5  but  whether  it  were  their  too 
large  Expence,  or  Corruption  of  their  chief 
Officers,  who  too  often  in  Companys  think 
they  are  fent  abroad  purely  for  their  own  Ser¬ 
vice,  or  both  j  they  foon  felt  that  without  a 
feparate  Act  they  were  uncapable  of  contend¬ 
ing  with  private  Traders,  and  every  year 

more 
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^Guinea more  and  more  explaining  their  Inability5 
lrade'  t[iey  app[jC£j  to  Parliament,  and  now  fupport 
their  Forts  by  an  annual  Allowance  from 
the  Government,  of  10000/. 

Thofe  who  are  the  Favourers  of  Compa¬ 
nies  fuggeft,  that  if  the  Trade  muft  be  al¬ 
lowed,  and  the  Chriftian  Scheme  of  enlarg¬ 
ing  the  Flock  cannot  well  be  carried  on  with¬ 
out  it,  that  then  it  feems  neceffary  and  bet¬ 
ter  for  the  Publick  that  feme  rich  and  power¬ 
ful  Set  of  Men  fhould  have  fuch  exclufive 
Powers  to  encourage  and  enable  the  fubfift- 
ing  of  Forts  and  Garifons,  to  awe  the  Na¬ 
tives  and  preferve  the  Trade  from  being  en- 
grolTed  by  our  dangerous  Rivals  here,  the 
\ Dutch'^  which,  as  we  relinquifh, falls  an  ac- 
quifition  to  them,  and  renders  all  precarious  $ 
they  could  alfo  bring  (as  an  exclufive  Com¬ 
pany)  foreign  Markets  to  their  own  Price. 

The  Company's  Trade  wanting  that  Encou¬ 
ragement,  every  year  grows  worfe  >  buying 
dearer  than  in  times  paft  on  the  Coaft,  and 
felling  cheaper  in  the  [Vefi- Indies  •  the  rea- 
fon  at  Guinea ,  is  a  greater  Scarcity  of  Slaves* 
and  an  improved  Knowledge  in  the  trading 
Negroes  who  difpofe  of  them  5  and  at  the 
Wifi- Indies  it  is  the  Demand  failing*  more 
difadvantageoufly  ftill  for  them,  becaufe  fe- 
parate  Traders  are  not  under  the  delays  they 
are  fubjeft  to :  They  take  the  whole  Coaft  in 
their  way,  while  the  other  is  configned  to 
the  Governour,  and  can  afford  to  underfcl 
>  their 
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their  Goods  (neceftary  Requifues  for  Difpatch^Guinca 
and  Succefs)  becaufe  they  ftand  exempt  from  ^rade' 
all  Co  aft- Charges.  On  the  other  fide,  our 
Colonies  are  now  pretty  well  glutted  with 
Slaves,  and  their  Call  confequently  not  nigh 
fo  large  :  2000  in  a  year  perhaps  furnifhesall 
our  Plantations,  and  tho’  more  are  imported,  , 
it  is  in  order  to  tranfport  them  again  to  the 
Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  where  tho'  the  AJJiento 
Ships  are  of  late  years  only  indulged  by 
Treaty,  all  others  being  liable  to  Confifca- 
tion,  and  the  People  to  Slavery  if  taken  by 
the  Spanish  Guard le  Cofta  5  yet  the  ProfpeCt 
of  Gain  inciting,  they  ftill  find  means  to  con¬ 
tinue  on,  and  maintain  a  forcible  Traffick 
for  them,  under  the  Protection  of  their  Guns* 

This  clandeftine  Method,  by  the  way,  hurts 
the  South-Sea  Company,  beating  down  the 
Price  of  their  Slaves,  who  cannot  fo  well 
afford  it,  becaufe  bought,  and  brought  there 
at  a  greater  Charge. 

The  third  part  of  our  Divifion  is  the  Bay 
of  Guinea ,  which  takes  in  Whydah ,  Benin% 
Callabar ,  &c.  to  Congo  and  Angola  in  8  *  • 

S.  In  this  Extent  Whydah  is  principal,  there 
being  more  Slaves  exported  from  that  place 
before  the  late  Conqueft  of  it  by  the  King  of 
‘Dauhomay, than  from  all  the  reft  of  the  Coaft 
together,  the  Europeans  being  faid  in  fome 
years  to  have  carried  off  200005  but  more  of 
this  by  and  by.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  as 
this  part  abounds  more  with  Slaves,  the  other 

does 
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Y^Guineadocs  with  Gold,  and  the  windward  Coaft 
*rade'  with  Ivory. 

I  now  proceed  to  our  Method  of  Trade* 
and  fhall  turn  the  Rules  of  it  up,  under  the 
head  of  Interlopers.  Private  trading  Ships 
bring  two  or  three  Boats  with  them  upon 
this  Coaft  for  Di (patch,  and  while  the  Mates 
go  away  in  them  with  a  proper  Parcel  of 
Goods,  and  Inftrudions  into  the  Rivers  and 
By-places,  the  Ship  is  making  good  her 
Trade  at  others  near  hand. 

The  Succcfs  of  a  Voyage  depends  firft,  on 
the  well  forting,  and  on  the  well  timing  of 
a  Cargo.  Secondly ,  in  a  Knowledge  of  the 
places  of  Trade,  what,  and  how  much  may 
be  expeded  every  where.  Thirdly ,  in  dram¬ 
ming  well  with  English  Spirits,  and  con¬ 
forming  to  the  Humours  of  the  Negroes „ 
Fourthly >  in  timely  furnifhing  proper  Food 
for  the  Slaves.  Fifthly ,  in  Difpatch  j  and 
Lajllyr  the  good  Order  and  Management  of 
Slaves  when  on  board  5  of  each,  a  Word  or 
two. 

Firjl ,  on  the  Timing  of  a  Cargo  \  This 
depends  at  feveral  places  much  on  Chance, 
from  the  fanciful  and  various  Humours  of  the 
Negroes ,  who  make  great  demands  one 
Voyage  for  a  Commodity,  that  perhaps  they 
rejed  next,  and  is  in  part  to  be  remedied  ei¬ 
ther  by  making  the  things  they  itch  after,  to 
pafs  off  thofe  they  have  not  fo  much  mind 
to,  or  by  fuch  a  continual  Traffick  andCor- 

refpondencc 
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refpondence  on  the  Coaft,  as  may  furnifh^G 
the  Owner  from  time  to  time  with  quick 
Intelligence,  to  be  done  only  by  great  Mer¬ 
chants,  who  can  keep  imployed  a  number  of 
Ships,  that  like  a  Thread  unites  them  in  a 
Knowledge  of  their  Demands,  and  a  readier 
Supply  for  them,  as  well  as  difpatch  for  their 
Mailer's  Intereft,  by  putting  the  Purchales  of 
two  or  three  Ships  into  one.  The  late  Mr. 
Humphry  Morrice  was  the  greateft  private 
Trader  this  way,  and  u nlcfs  Providence  had 
fixed  a  Curfe  upon  it,  he  mull  have  gained 
exceedingly. 

Secondly  3  Of  the  Sorting,  this  may  beob- 
ferved  in  general  j  That  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Parts  of  the  Coaft  are  as  oppofite 
in  their  Demands,  as  is  their  diftance.  Iron 
Bars,  which  are  not  asked  for  to  Leeward,  are 
a  fubftantial  Part  of  Windward  Cargoes* 
Cryftals,Orangos,  Corals,  and  Brafs-mounted 
Cutlafles  arealmoft  peculiar  to  the  Windward 
Coaft  5  -  -  as  are  brafs  Pans  from  Rio  Sefthos 
to  Apollonia .  -  -  -  Cowreys  (or  Benges)  at 
IVhydah .  - — Copper  and  Iron  Bars  at  Calla - 

bar ,  - but  Arms,  Gun-powder,  Tallow, 

oid  Sheets,  Cottons  of  all  the  various  De¬ 
nominations,  and  English  Spirits  are  every 
where  called  for.  Sealing-wax,  and  Pipes, 
are  neceffary  in  fmall  Quantities,  they  ferve 
for  *Dafhees  (Prefents)  and  a  ready  Purchafe 
for  Fifh,  a  Goat,  Kid,  or  a  Fowl. 
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f&Guinea  To  be  more  particular,  here  follows  an 
mie'  Invoyce  bought  at  London  about  the  year 
1721. 


A  GUINEA  Cargo, 
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13 

01 

0 

2000  Rangos  per  Cwt . 

0 

1 1 

O 

1 1 

00 

0 

4  Cafes  and  Chefts  — 

I 

15 

0 

Charges  and  Entry  at  Cuftom-houfe  5  12  6 

Cte  ff  L 

soErafs  Kettles  qt„  2  o  02 
28  D°  —  —  2  o  04 
25  D°  —  — —  2  o  06 
251  Guinea  Pans  —  3  o  1  s 


9  1  02 

perGwt .  ?L  7  s.  o d.  6 g  ©2  5 


311  00  11 
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/.  s. 


Brought  over 


311 


4  Casks 

a 

20  Chcfts  of  old  Sheets  7 

-T1 


oo 

03 


i6i 

d'  TbeG  uinea 
^  ^  'Trade , 

OO 


each  qt.  6  5,  at  — 

130  2/A  Guinea  Balms. 

73  3—  Du 

I  3  4 — — D° 

In  all  4  Cwt.  1  q.  1 1  L 
Box  of  Scales*  Weights  and  7 

blue  Pans.  - -  3 

Cartage,  Portage,  Wharfage,  &c. 
84  Quart  Tankards  at  2  s.  2d.— — • 

96  Pint  D°  at  — —  1  8  * - - 

A  Cask  — — — - *  - - - 


ic~  121  17  06 


1 1  Groce  of  {lope- pointed  Knives 
at  1  4  6  s.  - — - 


200  Blue  Ranters  at 

0 

08 

00 

50  Narrow  green  D° 

0 

08 

00 

50  Broad  blue  D° 

0 

1 1 

O  6 

25  Says  at  - — - 

1 

15 

06 

8  Cafes  with  Carriage 

*  aM- 

1 50  Trading  Guns  at 

0 

08 

03 

50  D® - dockLocks 

0 

cS 

06 

ijoCags  - - 

0 

00 

07 

21  Cwt.  Tallow  — 

2 

01 

OO 

For  melting  and  put¬ 
ting  up  per  Cwt.  , 

} 

00 

02 

Cartage,  and  10  large 
Cags 

\ 

j 

00 

I  l 

1 S 


4 

9 

8 


04 

19 

IO 

02 

OO 

14 


09 

OO 

OO 

OO 

OO 

09 


14  06  OO 


80  OO 
20  OO 
28  15 


44 

2 

6l 
2  I 
02 

43 


09 

10 

17 

05 

10 

01 


00 

00 

00 

06 

06 

06 

00 

06 

00 


2  03  OO 


00  1 6  OS 


L 


797  06 


07 

35 
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The  Guinea 
Trade, 


Brought  over 

CO 

35  Small  Ca<as  at - 


10  Barrels  of  Powder 


Wateridge  and  fluff¬ 


ing  the  Powder 


o  00  08 
3  05  00 


50  Wickered  Bottles  o  03  02 
172  Gall,  malt  Spirits  o  02  00 
40  Cafes  of  Spirits  o  07  00 
Freight  of  a  Vefiel  to  CP or tf mouth 
Expcnces  and  Poftage  of  Letters  — 
Com  million  at  2 \per  Cent .  - — — 


797  06  07 
1  03  04 
32  10  00 

00  08  06 

9  01  04 
17  04-  00 
14  00  00 
S  10  00 
—  O  II  00 

22  Oj  03 


900  OO  OO 

loCwt.  of  Cowrys  at  5  /.  —  50  00  00 


Total  — —  950  00  00 

I  was  but  a  young  Trader,  and  could  not 
find  out  till  I  came  upon  the  Coaft,  that 
this  Cargo  was  ill  lotted.  At  the  fir  ft  place 
we  touched  {Si  err  ale  on)  where  commonly 
may  be  got  twenty  or  thirty  as  good  Slaves 
as  any  upon  the  Coaft,  I  found  I  had  neither 
Cutlafies,  iron  Bars,  a  better  fort  of  Fire-Arms, 
Malt,  and  other  Prong  Liquors,  the  delight  of 
thofe  Traders.  At  none  of  the  others,  quite 
down  to  the  Gold  Coaft,  were  many  confide* 
table  Articles  of  my  Invoyce  ever  asked  for  3 
fo  that  1  was  forced  to  make  friends  with 
the  Faftorys,  and  exchange  at  fuch  a  lois? 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fmali  Wages  our 
Ship  was  at,  and  fome  lucky  hits,  the  Own¬ 
ers 
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crs  mu  ft  have  buffered  much ;  but  to  give  an^cGuinea 
Infight.  <Trade- 

The  Sale  of  Goods . 

At  S ter  rale  on. 

Gold  Bars® 


t  Piece  of  Planes  - — — * 

10 

7  77 lb.  Kettles  — - - 

26 

3  Pieces  of  Chintz  - 

I  2 

1  Piece  of  Handkerchief  Stuff  — 

-  2 

The  Price  of  a  Woman  Slave  — 

5  .50 

7  $o  lb.  Kettles  — 

20 

5  Pieces  of  Brawls  —  ■■■■-■* 

10 

1  Piece  of  Ramal 

4 

1  Bar  of  Iron  —  1  ■  -- 

I 

The  Price  of  a  Boy  Slave  — 

35 

At  Apoilonia . 

1 

2  Photces 

2  Cotton  Ramals  ■»— - 

1  Piece  Longee  - 

2  Sietias  — , 

7  Sheets 

3  2  Brafs  Pans 


A  Man  Slave 


70 


I 


v  ^-Guinea 


A  Voyage  to  Guinea. 


'trade. 


3  Photccs 
4 1  Sheets 
2  Longccs 


Accys . 
21 
41 


A  Man  Slave 


o 


At  Gambia.- 

Gold  Bars 

9  Gallons  of  Brandy  — — 

9 

6  Bars  of  Iron  — — — — 

6 

2  Small  Guns  - - — 

IO 

i  Cag  of  Powder  - 

IO 

2  Strings  of  Pacato  Beads 

i  Paper  Sletia  - — . 

i 

3 

A  Woman  Slave  - - - — 

—  40 

At  Ajjinee. 

8  Trading  Guns  — — — 

"  32 

i  Wicker  Bottle  - - 

- -  4 

2  Cafes  of  Spirits  — - 

-  6 

2  8  Sheets 

28 

A  Man  Slave  — — — — — 

70 

At  An  amah  oo  and  Cape 

*P  almas. 

Accys . 

A  Cag  of  Tallow  — 

24- 

A  quart  Pewter  Tankard 

—  I 

APintD® 

1 

"ST 

Pewter  Baku  o****™**^^ 

% 

~  1 

2 /A 
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Accys. 


ilb.  Pewter  Bafin 

Sealing-Wax  - - - 

A  qr.  Barrel  of  Powder  - 

A  gallon  Cag  of  Musket- Shot 
A  gallon  Gag  of  final!  Shot 


3 

8 

6 

8 
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Trade, 


At  Why  d ah? 

Cowrys  fell  per  Cwt.- —  12/.  iojt.  or  in 
their  way  of  reckoning,  10  grand  §Htibejfcs. 


At  Angola,  the  Duties  are  about  100/.  Sterh 
every  Ship  ?  and  Goods  fell,  viz. 


A  Gun  - — - - 

A  Caa,  of  Powder  — — — 

w 

A  deep  blue  Baft  — - — 

A  CuSgee  — * 

A  Tap  fell  — -  — 

A  Nicanee  — — - — 

A  Cutchalee  - - * 

A  red  Chintz  - - — 

A  Bundle  of  Anabaffes  qt.  10  lb. 
roBrafsPans  fmall  and  large 
4  2/A  Pewter  Bafins  — 

1  ~  Cafe  of  Spirits  — - 

A  whole  Cafe  D°  - - - 

4  Cutlaffcs  — — — 

A  Guinea  Stuff  1  . .  1  1  ■■ 

%  Bunches  of  Beads  — — - 

4  King's  Cloths 

X  3 


Pieces,. 

1 

1 
3 

3 

2 

2 


1 

1 

I 

I 

ii 

1 

t 

T 


l 

I 


4 


i66 

*TheG  uinea 
‘Trade* 


A  Voyage  to  Guinea* 

4  Looking*  Glafles  — — —  i 

i  o  Pint  Mugs  — — -  i 

A  Brawl  - -  4 

9  Foot  of  black  Bays  — ~ — —  i 

1 6  Inches  of  Scarlet  Cloth  — —  i 

1 6  D°  of  blue  Cloth  * — —  i 

i  Photec  — — —  —  ^ 

i  Pair  Cotton  Ramal  — -  li 

As  I  propos'd  only  a  general  View  of  the 
Trade,  I  have  pointed  out  here  the  belt  I 
could,  what  Goods  are  asked  for,  the  Price* 
and  at  fome  places,  the  Proportion  >  the 
Slaves  felling  at  a  Medium  of  i  >  /.  a  Man, 
and  i  2  /.  a  Woman  ;  a  Gun  and  Barrel  of 
Powder  being  always  parts  of  the  Truck  (at 
Cabenda)$ox  a  Slave.  They  have  Canoos  there* 
will  carry  200  Men;  matted  Sails  to  them, 
and  Cordage  twilled  from  a  wild  Vine  that 
grows  in  plenty  abour'the  Country ;  withthefe 
they  pals  frequently  from  Congo  to  Loango \ 
A  Slave  Ship  in  the  former  River  would 
intercept  much  of  the  Trade  to  Cabenda  and 
Angola :  The  Duties  are  eafy  with  the  King 
of  Soniy  and  the  Harmony  they  live  in  with  a 
few  defencelefs  T^ortuguefe  Miflionaries, 
fhews  they  are  a  peaceable  People. 

A  Second  Kz<\u\£\tz  fox  Succefs  in  this  Trade, 
is  an  acquaintance  with  the  Places,  what  may 
be  expeded  at  them,  either  as  to  the  Manner 
of  Trading,  bold  or  fearful  of  one  another, 

anct 
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and  the  Number  of  Slaves  they  are  able  to<riiGilinea 

,  •  •  “Trade. 

bring. 

Where  the  Company's  Faftors  are  fettled, 
as  at  Gambia ,  and  along  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Gold  Coaft,  they  influence  the  Trade 
fomething  againft  private  Ships  $  (o  alfo  at 
Sierraleon  forne  feparate  Traders  live,  who 
voyage  it  with  Boats  into  the  adjacent  Rivers, 
and  mod  of  what  a  Ship  can  purchafe,  is 
thro’  their  hands ;  but  thofe  from  London 
feldom  ftrike  higher  upon  the  Coaft  than  Cape 
Mount ,  Mont zer ado ,  and  Junk ,  falling  from 
thence  down  to  Leeward ;  many  of  the  places 
in  their  Courfe  being  rendered  dangerous, 
from  the  Tricks  and  Panyarrs  the  Traders 
havefirft  pra&ifed  upon  the  Negroes ;  a  mu¬ 
tual  Jealoufy  now  keeping  each  fide  very 
watchful  againft  Violence.  We  trade  on 
board  the  Ship,  often  keeping  our  Sailors  in 
clofe  quarters  abaft,  becaufe  few :  while  the 
Slaves  are  viewing  and  contracting  for  at 
the  fore  part  j  at  night  alfo  keeping  a  good 
Watch,  fome  of  thefe  Negroes  attempting 
now  and  then  to  (teal  with  their  Canoos 
athwart  your  Hawfe,  and  cut  the  Cable, 
Captain  Cummin  at  Whydah ,  they  (Landed 
I734‘ 

They  again,  are  as  often  diffident  ofcorrw 
ingnigh  us,  and  will  play  for  hours  together 
in  their  jCanoos  about  the  Ship,  before  they 
dare  venture.  In  this  windward  part,  I 
have  before  obferved,  they  have  a  fuperfti- 

L  4  tious 
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^Guinea tious  Cuftom,  of  dropping  with  their  Finger 
<Ti,uue.  a  c|rcp  cf  Sea- Water  in  their  Eye,  which 
they  are  plcafed  when  an!  we  red  in,  and  paffes 


for  an  Engagement  of  Peace  and  Security  5 
and  yet  after  all  this  Ceremony,  they  will 
iometimes  return  to  fhore :  If  hardy  enough 
10  come  on  board,  they  appear  all  the  time 
fhy  and  frightned,  and  from  the  lead  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  4 Vanyarr ,  jump  all  over  board. 
Downwards  to  Bajfam,  A  (fine Jaquelahout 
Cape  le  Hou ,  Jaque  a  Jaques,  Cape  Apal~ 
Ionia y  and  Three  \ Points ,  or  where  they  have 
poffibly  gained  a  Knowledge  of  the  English 
Eadorys,  there  is  a  better  Underftanding  and 
Security :  Thefc  arc  places  that  fell  off  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Slaves,  managed  however  wholly  on 
board  the  Ships  who  anchor  before  the  Town* 
hold  their  Enfign,  and  fire  a  Gun  :  Or  when 
the  Natives  feem  timorous,  do  it  by  their 
Boats  coading  along  the  Beach,  and  pay  at 
feme  of  them  a  (mail  Duty  to  the  chief  Ca* 
biceers. 

Thirdly ,  To  give  difpatch,  cajole  the  Tra¬ 
ders  with  T)afhees  cf  Brandy,  and  tell  them, 
you  cannot  poffibly  day  above  a  day  or  two, 
and  that  on  their  account.  To  a  Country- 
Man,  if  he  joins  where  there  is  profped  of 
Goodee  Trade,  you  are  to  form  dome  Story 
that  may  carry  him  farther  to  Leeward  if  pof- 
fibie,  i  two  or  three  Leagues  will  hinder  his 
doing  you  any  Damage  for  that  Voyage.) 
The  Lye  did  me  mod  Service,  and  for  which 


I 
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I  had  the  Merchant’s  Difpenfation,  was  in  - TkGwns* 
forming  my  good  Friend  that  at  Cobeiahou*  £m 
they  had  taken  a  great  number  of  Captives, 

and  that  Captain - had  got  his  Freight  there 

in  ten  days  :  this  I  did  with  an  air  of  Diffi¬ 
dence,  to  make  the  greater  Impreffion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  dafheed  his  Negro  Friends 
to  go  on  board  and  back  it.  If  on  better 
Intelligence  fuch  like  Story  ffiould  not  take* 
and  he  refolves  to  flay  and  ffiare,  your  Repu¬ 
tation  is  fecured  by  the  diffidence  of  your 
Report,  and  you  muft  refolve  with  him  now 
upon  a  Price  in  your  Slaves,  not  to  outbid 
one  another  5  but  at  the  fame  time  make  as 
ftrong  a  Refolution  not  to  obferve  it.  And 
here  the  Matter  has  room  to  difplay  his  talent, 
the  frequency  of  the  Trick  having  made  all 
very  cautious  and  diffident. 

When  a  Ship  has  gathered  up  all  this 
Trade,  fhe  makes  up  the  deficiency  of  her 
Freight  at  Anamaboo ,  three  Leagues  below 
Cape  Corfo ,  where  they  conftantly  flop,  and 
are  fometimes  two  or  three  Months  in  li  nil'll - 
Ing.  It  is  a  place  of  very  confiderable  Trade 
in  itfelfj  and  befides,  the  Company  have  a 
Houle  and  Fador,  keeping  always  a  number 
of  Slaves  again!!  thofc  demands  of  the  Inter¬ 
lopers,  who,  they  are  fenfible,  want  difpatch, 
and  therefore  make  them  pay  a  higher  Price 
for  it  than  any  where  on  the  whole  Coaft? 
felling  at  fix  Ounces  and  a  half  a  Slave  (in 
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^Guinea  exchange  for  Goods)  tho’  the  poor  Creatures 
uads.  |00k  as  meagre  and  thin  as  their  Writers. 

If  the  Company  fhould  wane  rather  to  buy 
than  fell,  as  is  fometimes  the  ca fe,  and  fits 
both  ;  then  fuch  a  difference  is  paid  by  the 
General ,  as  fhall  make  it  worth  the  Ship’s 
time  to  go  to  Windward  again. 

Hence  I  make  this  deduction,  that  if  the 
Adventurers  Stock  be  fmall,  only  fuffi- 
dent  to  employ  one  Veffel,  to  have  her  a 
Sloop;  bccaufelefs  hazard  is  run  in  length- 
ning  out  time,  which  fubjeds  to  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  among  the  Slaves  j  fares  the 
aggregate  Charge  of  fupporting  them  and  a 
Ship’s  Company,  and  likewife  fuch  a  Veffel 
will  have  lefs  remains  of  Cargo,  after  her 
Slaving  is  compleated  5  what  is  left,  ufually 
going  off  to  the  trading  Cabiceers  and  Facto¬ 
ries  at  a  low  Price,  or  what  is  worfe,  kept 
on  board  and  fpoiled. 

Contrarily,  great  Traders  who  can  imploy 
many  Ships,  obviate  in  a  great  meafure  fuch 
Inconveniencies :  They  put  the  Trade  of  two 
or  three  Ships  into  one  at  Anamaboo ,  (the 
largeft  and  moft  chargeable)  and  with  the 
conjundion  of  their  remains,  go  to  Wind¬ 
ward,  and  begin  anew. 

Fourthly ,  giving  way  to  the  ridiculous 
Humours  and  Geftures  of  the  trading  Negroes , 
is  no  fmall  artifice  for  Succefs.  If  you  look 
ftrange  and  are  niggardly  of  your  Drams, 
you  frighten  him;  Sambo  is  gone,  he  never 

cares 
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cares  to  treat  with  dry  Lips,  and  as  the  Ex-T^Gume* 
pence  is  in  English  Spirits  of  two  Shillings^^ 
a  Gallon,  brought  partly  for  that  purpofe ; 
the  good  Humour  it  brings  them  into,  is 
found  difeounted  in  the  Sale  of  Goods. 

A  fifth  Article,  is  the  wholcfomc  Victual¬ 
ling,  and  Management  of  Slaves  on  board. 

The  common,  cheapeft,  and  moil  com¬ 
modious  Diet,  is  with  Vegetables,  Horfc- 
Bcans,  Rice,  Indian  Corn,  and  Farine,  the 
former,  Ships  bring  with  them  out  of  Eng¬ 
land  $  Rice,  they  meet  to  Windward,  about 
Sefthos  ;  Indian  Corn,  at  Momford,  Anama- 
boo,  die.  and  further  Supplies  of  them,  or 
Farine,  at  the  Iflands  oi  St.  Thomas ,  and 
Trinces  $  Mailers  governing  themfclves  in 
purchafmg,  according  to  the  Courfe  they  de¬ 
sign  to  fleer. 

This  Food  is  accounted  more  falutary  to 
Slaves,  and  nearer  to  their  accuflomed  way 
of  Feeding  than  fait  Flefh.  One  or  other  is 
boiled  on  board  at  conftant  times,  twice  a 
day,  into  a  Dab-a-Dab  *  (fometimes  with 
Meat  in  it)  and  have  an  Overfecr  with  a  Cat- 
of-nine-  tails,  to  force  it  upon  thole  that  are 
fullen  and  refufe. 

The  further  Management  and  Caution  to 
be  taken  with  Slaves  on  board,  till  their  de¬ 
livery  in  the  Weft- Indies ,  I  fhall  intermix 


^  A  Word  ufed  by  our  Sailors,  for  the  Grout  is  made  of  it. 

with 
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fMimnea with  what  I  know  of  the  method  of  Trade 
%va&~  at  IVhydah ,  and  Angola ,  becaufe  Cautions 
where  a  Cargo  is  of  one  Language,  is  fo  much 
the  more  requifite. 

Whydah  is  the  greateft  trading  Place  on 
the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  felling  off  as  many 
Slaves,  I  believe,  as  all  the  reft  together  j  40 
or  50  Sail  ( French ,  English ,  ‘Portuguefe,  and 
t Dutch )  freighting  thence  every  year.  The 
King  is  abfolute  as  a  Boar  1  making  fome- 
times  fair  Agreements  with  his  Country  Neigh¬ 
bours,  it  being  often  the  Intereft  of  Traders 
to  be  honeft  (perhaps  the  only  realbn  that 
snakes  them  fo).  but  if  he  cannot  obtain  a 
fufficient  number  of  Slaves  that  way,  he 
marches  an  Army,  and  depopulates,  •  He,  and 
the  King  of  Ardra  adjoining,  commit  great 
Depredations  inland. 

On  the  Ships  he  lays  thefelmpofuions,  and 
to  prove  his  Folly,  docs  it  moftly  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  thole  that  rule  him  \  Firjl ,  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  Pvcfufal  of  ail  Goods  >  Secondly ,  the 
Value  of  twenty  Slaves  from  every  Ship, 
final l  or  great,  as  a  Duty  5  and  Thirdly ,  forces 
his  own  upon  them  at  an  advanced  Price. 

The  French ,  TDatchy  and  English ,  have 
each  a  Floufe,  or  mud  Fort,  about  three 
Miles  from  the  Sea, keeping  Tents  at  the  Beach 
for  the  convenient  receiving  and  fecuring 
their  Cargoes  as  it  comes  from  the  Ship,  and 
tranfmitting  the  Returns  5  which,  by  a  dan¬ 
gerous  double  Barr  upon  the  Coaft,  is  rendred 

im- 


Erali]  ,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  173 


impaffable  fometimes  (by  the  alteration  of  ^Guinea 
the  Winds)  for  a  fortnight  together  5  the  Me- 
groes  only  know  how  to  paddle  thro"  it,  and 
when  they  think  it  lafe,  a  Signal  is  made  to 
the  Ships,  from  thole  Tents,  by  holding  their 
Flags. 

The  chief  of  either  Fadlorv  that  gets  firft  on 
board  any  Ship  coming  into  the  Road,  has  a 
right  to  ferve  her  with  Boats  and  Servants* 
and  has  a  Due  of  (even  Slaves  for  it. 

The  Commanders,  with  their  Surgeons* 

(as  skilled  in  the  Choice  of  Slaves)  attend 
the  whole  time  on  fhore,  where  they  pur- 
chafe,  in  what  they  call  a  fair  open  Marker. 

The  Mates  refideon  boards  receiving  from 
time  to  time  their  Matter's  Direddons  as  to 
the  Goods  wanted,  and  to  prepare  the  Ship 
for  the  Reception  and  Security  of  the  Slaves 
fent  him  ;  where  this  is  a  Rule  always  ob~ 
ferved,  to  keep  the  Males  apart  from  the 
Women  and  Children ,  to  handcuff  the  for¬ 
mer  5  Brifol  Ships  triple  fuch  as  are  fiurdy , 
with  Chains  round  their  Necks  $  and  to  keep 
your  own  Men  fober,  and  on  a  barricado*d 
Quarter-deck:  tho'  the  natural  Cowardice  of 
thefe  Creatures,  and  no  other  Profpeft  upon 
fifing^  but  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  fame 
Rogues  that  fold  them,  very  much  lcttens  the 
Danger:  Neverthelefs,  it  is  advifcablc  at  all 
times,  to  have  a  diligent  Watch  on  their  Ac® 
tions,  yet  (abating  their  Fetters)  to  treat  them 
with  ail  Gentlenefs  and  Civility, 
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^Guinea  At  Angola ,  the  firft  Man  is  the  King,  the 

‘Ivcide.  fecond,  Mabucay  third,  Mafucar ,  fourth, 

Machangee ,  fifth,  Captain  More>  and  the 

fixth,  Madam  Barjfe  $  Names  expreffive  of 

fome*Virtue  j  and  where  they  chufe  a  white 

* 

Man’s,  (common  at  many  parts  of  the  Coaft) 
it  is  from  the  Qualities  they  admire  in  fuch, 
and  ftrive  to  imitate. 

Here  they  force  about  twenty  Servants, 
which  the  Ship  is  obliged  to  pay,  after  the 
rate  of  fix  Fathom  of  Guinea  Cloth  per  month, 
and  every  Sunday  Morning,  two  Knives  to 
each  of  them.  -  -  Their  Bu  fine  is  is  to  attend 
every  Morning,  and  carry  up  your  Goods  fafe 
to  the  Factory,  where  others  take  the  Charge* 
and  are  accountable  for  all  Loffes. 

The  Bum-boy  again  fupervifes  the  Slaves* 
to  do  juftice  between  Buyer  and  Seller,  and 
by  the  Cuftom  or  Law  of  the  Country,  the 
Ship  is  to  (land  charged  with  neither  them 
or  other  Effe&s,  till  delivered  into  the  Boat. 
However,  confidering  what  are  their  Courts 
of  |uftice,  it  will  behove  all  Mallets  to  have 
a  diligent  Infpedion  upon  the  Slaves  them- 
felves,  and  to  keep  good  Locks  and  Bolts 
upon  their  Goods:  for  it  is  here,  as  at  Why- 
dah ,  the  commoneft  People,  who  cannot  ar¬ 
rive  at,  or  forbid  Trade,  are  all  Thieves  and 


*  MocuiJJin  is  a  name  given  to  any  thing  they  think  has  m 
incompithenfible  Virtue.  V.  Geographic.  Atlas . 
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Beggars,  the  King  and  Courtiers  chief,  but  ^Guinea 
openly  more  honed,  bccaufe  they  get  more7'^' 
by  it. 

Your  Gold-takers  are,  ‘Peter  Griffin ,  (the 
King's  Brother-in-law)  Thomas  Boon ,  and 
‘John  Brow?i.  Sometimes  Ships  fettle  an  A- 
gency  at  Mumbalar ,  or  other  neighbouring 
Place,  and  get  considerable  Trade;  I  have 
known  70  Slaves  purchafed  there  in  a  Month, 
with  the  additional  Duty  of  fix  Pieces ,  and 
giving  to  the  Servants  who  fetched  up  the 
Goods,  each  a  Single  Annabafs,  a  bundle  of 
Beads,  three  Knives,  and  a  Dram:  with  all, 
let  your  Agreements  be  as  pofitive  as  poflible, 
for  they  are  very  difficultly  kept  to  their 
Words. 

When  we  are  (laved  and  out  at  Sea,  it  is 
commonly  imagined,  the  Negroes  Igno« 
ranee  of  Navigation,  will  always  be  a  Safe¬ 
guard  ;  yet,  as  many  of  them  think  them- 
felves  bought  to  eat,  and  more,  that  Death 
will  fend  them  into  their  own  Country, 
there  has  not  been  wanting  Examples  of  rifing 
and  killing  a  Ship's  Company,  diftant  from 
Land,  tho'  not  fo  often  as  on  the  Coaft  j  but 
once  or  twice  is  enough  to  Shew,  a  Matter  s 
Care  and  Diligence  Should  never  be  over  till 
the  Delivery  of  them.  Some  Negroes  know 
well  enough,  that  the  preferving  one  white 
Man  may  anfwer  their  Purpofe  in  an  Ex¬ 
change  $  however,  generally  fpeaking,  we 
allow  greater  Liberty  in  our  Paflage,  as  con¬ 
ducive 
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&Goineac]uc;vc  to  their  Health ;  we  let  them  go  at 
hade.  ]argC  on  t|ie  Ship's  Deck,  from  Sun-rife  to 

Sun-fet,  give  Inch  as  like  it,  Pipes  and  To¬ 
bacco,  and  clean  and  air  their  Dormitories 
>  every  day* 

Having  given  my  Sentiments  of  the  way 
and  method,  of  Trade  at  different  parts  of 
the  Guinea  Coaft,  I  have  ftill  fome  remaim 
inz  Observations  to  make  under  the  chief 
Articles  of  it,  viz.  Slaves ,  Ivory  y  and  Gold „ 

SLAVE  S. 

Slaves.  C1  LAVES  become  fo  (we  are  told)  in  this 
k3  Country,  by  War,  by  Mulfts  on  fome 
particular  Crimes,  or  Debts  which  they  are 
unable  to  difeharge  j  and  they  are  bought  by 
us  (fome  fay)  not  as  Merchants,  but  Chri- 
ftians,  to  prderve  them  from  Sacrifice  and 
Cannibals,  to  convey  them  to  a  Land  flow* 
ing  with  more  Milk  and  Honey,  to  a  better 
Living,  better  Manners,  Virtue,  and  Religion  j 
let  us  examine  each  of  thefe  Pretences. 

Firfi ,  the  Negroes .  By  War  for  the  mod 
part  is  meant  Robbery  of  inland,  defencelefs 
.  Creatures,  who  are  hurried  down  to  the 
Coaft  with  the  greater  Cruelty,  as  it  is  from 
a  contented,  tho*  a  very  poor  Life,  Trade 
has  improved  the  Rubbers,  but  as  ail  are  not 
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alike  expert,  or  alike  Villains,  it  is  alterable,  ^Guinea 
ebbs  and  flows,  and  at  fome  places  we  have 
never  yet  had  any. 

2.  The  Negroes  become  Slaves  to  one 
another,  by  Mulds  impofed  on  lome  fort  of 
Crimes,  or  Debts  contracted  beyond  their 
Ability  to  difcharge.  Pew  come  to  us  this 
way  ;  for  tho*  much  Artifice  and  Revenge 
might  mix  in  their  Talaavers  (jufticiary 
Courts)  yet  their  jurifdidion  extends  nothe- 
yond  their  own  Towns,  when  Self  preferva- 
tion  will  teach  them  more  regard  to  Juftice 
for  their  own  fakes,  left  the  Relations  of 
thofe  fentenced  fhould  revenge  it,  and  alfo 
bccaufe  the  Barbarity  would  encreafe  an  En¬ 
mity  to  the  Rulers,  the  Punifhment  falling 
on  Neighbours  of  the  fame  Country,  Com¬ 
plexion,  Language,  and  Religion. 

We  who  buy  Slaves,  fay  we  confer  a  Good, 
removing  them  to  a  better  ftate  both  of  Tem¬ 
porals  and  Spirituals  5  the  latter,  few  have  the 
Hypocrify  (among  us)  to  *own,  and  therefore 
I  fhali  only  touch  on  the  former. 

They  live  indeed,  according  to  our  Eu¬ 
ropean  Phrafe,  very  poor  and  mean,  deftitute 
almoft  of  the  common  Neceftaries  of  Life  1 


*  The  P  or  fugue fe,viho  trade  hither  from  Brajil ,  ehufe  their 
Cargoes  all  Boys  and  Girls,  if  they  can,  as  more  ductile  for 
Converfion  ;  there  being  Fathers  appointed  to  inftrudi  them  in 
their  Creed,  and  to  baptize  them,  on  their  .arrival ;  hut  then, 
they  are  Papins, 

but 
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£2Umea^ut  ncvcr  ftarve>  that  is  peculiar  to  trading 
Republicks;  then  who  is  judge  of  theirWants, 
themfelves,  or  we?  Or  what  does  Poornefs 
mean  ?  more  than  a  found,  to  fignify  we 
have  that  which  another  does  not  want.  Do 
not  many  men  in  politer  Nations,  renounce 
the  World  for  Cloifters  and  Defarts,  and 
place  a  greaterhappinefs  in  preferving  their  In¬ 
nocence,  than  enjoying  even  the  Necdfaries 
of  Life  5  nay,  often  ravifhed  with  thenegledof 
them.  Wherever  therefore  Contentment  can 
dwell,  tho'  under  the  meaneft  Circumftances, 
it  is  a  barbarous  Corruption  to  ftile  fuch 
poor,  for  they  have  every  thing  they  defire* 
or,  which  is  much  the  fame,  are  happily  ig¬ 
norant  of  any  thing  more  defirable. 

To  remove  Negroes  then  from  their 
Homes  and  Friends,  where  they  are  at  eafe, 
to  a  ftrange  Country,  People,  and  Language, 
muft  be  highly  offending  againft  the  Laws 
of  natural  juftice  and  Humanity  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  when  this  change  is  to  hard  Labour^ 
corporal  Punifhment,  and  for  Mafters  they 
wifh  at  the  D— 1. 

We  are  Acceffaries  by  Trade,  to  all  that 
Cruelty  of  their  Countrymen,  which  has 
fubjeded  them  to  the  Condition  of  Slaves, 
little  better  in  our  Plantations,  than  that  of 
Cattle  5  the  Rigour  of  their  ufage  having 
made  fome  hundreds  of  them  at  Jamaica 
run  away  into  barren  Mountains,  where 
they  chufe  to  truft  Providence  with  their 

Sub- 
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Subftftance,  rather  than  their  Fellow* Chri- nines 
ftians  [now)  in  the  Plantations. 

Slaves  differ  in  their  Goodnefs  5  thofe 
from  the  Gold  Coaft  are  accounted  beft,  be¬ 
ing  cleaneft  limbed,  and  more  docible  by 
our  Settlements  than  others  5  but  then  they 
are,  for  that  very  reafon,  more  prompt  to 
Revenge,  and  murder  the  Inftruments  of 
their  Slavery,  and  alfo  apter  in  the  means  to 
compafs  it. 

To  Windward  they  approach  in  Goodnefs 
as  is  the  diftance  from  the  Gold  Coaft;  fo, 
as  at  Gambia ,  or  Sierraleon ,  to  be  much 
better,  than  at  any  of  the  interjacent  places. 

To  Leeward  from  thence,  they  alter  gra¬ 
dually  for  the  worfe ;  an  Angolan  Negro 
is  a  Proverb  for  worthlefihefs ;  and  they  mend 
(if  we  may  call  it  fo)  in  that  way,  till  you 
come  to  the  Hottentots ,  that  is,  to  the 
Southermoft  Extremity  of  Africa. 

I  have  obferved  how  our  Trading  is  ma¬ 
naged  for  Slaves,  when  obliged  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  aboard  the  Ship.  -  -  Where  there  are 
Pa&ories,  ( Gambia ,  Sierraleon ,  the  Gold 
Coaft ,  Why d ah.  Calabar ,  Cabenda ,  and  An- 
golal)  we  are  more  at  large;  they  are  fold 
in  open  Market  on  fhore,  and  examined  by 
us  in  like  manner,  as  our  Brother  Trade 
do  Beafts  in  Smithfield ;  the  Countenance^ 
and  Stature,  a  good  Set  of  Teeth,  Pliancy 
in  their  Limbs  and  Joints,  and  being  frce^ 

M  a  of 
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T^g uineaof  Venereal  Taint,  are  the  things  infpe&ed, 
‘iraae.  anj  gOVerns  Gur  choice  in  buying. 

The  bulk  of  them  are  country  People,  ftu- 
pid  as  is  their  diftance  from  the  Converfe  of 
the  Coiti-Negroes,  eat  ail  day  if  Victuals  is 
before  them  5  or  if  not,  let  it  alone  without 
Complaint  5  part  without  Tears  with  their 
Wives,  Children,  and  Country,  and  are  more 
affected  with  Pain  than  Death:  yet  in  this 
indocile  State,  the  Women  retain  a  Modefty, 
for  thos  (tripped  of  that  poor  Clout  which 
covers  their  Privities  (as  I  know  the  Why  dabs 
generally  do)  they  will  keep  fquatted  all 
day  long  on  board,  to  hide  them. 

Why  dab  Slaves  are  more  lubjed  to  Small- 
Pox,  and  fore  Eyes  5  other  parts  to  a  (leepy 
Diftemper,  and  to  Windward,  Exomphalos  s. 
There  are  few  inftances  of  Deformity  any 
where,  even  their  Nobles  know  nothing  of 
chronical  Diftempers,  nor  their  Ladies,  of  the 
Vapours.  Their  flattifh  Nofes  are  owing  to 
a  continued  grubbing  in  their  Infancy  a- 
gainft  their  Mother  s  Backs,  being  tied  within 
the  Tomee ,  whether  upon  Travel  orBufinefs, 
tor  a  year  or  two,  the  time  of  their  fucking. 
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IVORY. 

IVORY  is  a  Commodity  fold  all  the 
Coaft  over,  but,  like  the  Slaves,  more  in 
lome  parts  than  others,  and  fupplied  thence 
to  all  the  Weftern  World.  It  is  in  Teeth  or 
Screvelios .  The  Teeth  are  the  large,  weigh- 
ing  from  30  to  an  hundred  weight,  are  worth 
double  the  other  at  home  5  thefe  felling  for 
ten  or  twelve  pounds,  when  thofe  do  not 
for  above  5  L  a  hundred. 

The  Screvelios  are  final],  from  fifteen 
down  to  four  Pounds  weight ;  among  rhefe 
laft  are  fold  us  to  Windward,  the  Teeth  of 
the  Hippopotamus ,  or  Sea-Florfe ,  catched 
in  the  Rivers  Nunes  and  Gambia ,  about 
1 6  Inches  long,  a  white  Ivory,  but  fo  brittle 
as  not  to  be  eafily  worked. 

The  Rule  upon  the  Coaft  is,  that  when 
four  will  weigh  an  hundred  weight,  they  fhali 
all  be  accounted  Teeth,  and  paid  for  as  fuch, 
tho*  one  or  two  of  them  be  never  fo  fmall  j 
for  the  more  Teeth  cncreafe  in  their  weight? 
the  better  the  Ivory,  and  makes  amends  for 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  other. 

At  Gambia ,  the  points  of  them  are  often 
found  broken,  from  the  Elephant’s  grubbing 
againft  rocky  Ground at  other  times,  you 
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TbeG umeafce  them  flawed,  or  they  are  light  in  pro- 
cirad^  portion  to  their  bignefs,  Circumftances  that 
abate  their  value. 

I  have  been  often  ruminating,  how  the 
trading  Negroes  come  by  thefe  Elephants 
Teeth,  and  find  they  exchange  our  Euro¬ 
pean  Commodities  with  the  inland  Natives 
for  them  5  but  whether  they  again  fhoot  the 
Elephants,  or  find  their  Teeth  in  travelling 
through  the  Woods  and  Deharts,  is  uncertain. 
Their  Rivers  and  Canoes  indeed,  help  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  Knowledge  a  vaft  way  through 
the  Country,  and  there  are  feme  Accounts 
that  tell  us,  the  Negroes  feituated  upon  thefe 
Rivers  (like  the  Americans')  make  Excur- 
fions  or  Voyages  of  a  month  or  two,  from 
their  Habitations. 

Mr.  \ Tlunket  of  Sierraleon ,  and  others  of 
above  twenty  years  experience  in  thole  parts, 
have  informed  me,  that  Elephants  move  and 
change  their  Failure  in  very  large  Herds ; 
that  they  have  feen  Droves  upon  the  Banks 
of  the  Gambia ,  of  a  thoufand  and  fifteen 
hundred  together  5  that  they  are  bold,  have 
a  tough  Cafe,  forage  lefs  than  Horfes,  and 
look  out  much  better :  from  the  Circiim- 
fiance  of  number,  and  boldnefs  of  their 
March  (laid  to  be  in  a  line)  they  feem  fe- 
cured  from  any  attacks  of  the  timorous  Na¬ 
tives*  who  mu  ft  come  very  near,  or  their 
.Skin  is  impenetrable  by  Fire-arms.  Befides, 
Ivory  was  the  Trade  of  Guinea ,  before  the 

ufe 
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ufe  of  them,  to  which  I  may  add,  the  weighty  ^jcumea 
Teeth  come  to  Sale  in  a  lefs  number  than 
the  Screvelios ;  altogether  perfuading  me, 
they  are  not  fhot,  but  that  the  larger  Size 
are  Teeth  of  Elephants  who  have  died  na¬ 
turally,  and  which  being  grown  to  their  ut- 
moft  Perfection  and  Solidity,  withftand  a 
very  confiderable  Elapfc  of  time,  without 
decay  or  mouldering;  and  that  the  Screve¬ 
lios  are  probably  fuch  as  are  filed  when  young, 
the  like  as  we  meet  in  the  human  Species, 
or  as  Bucks  do  their  Horns,  which  the  Na¬ 
tives  by  pra&ice  know  where  to  look  fon 


GOLD. 


THE  Gold  of  Guinea  is  mofily  traded 
for  at  the  Gold  Coafl  (thence  denomi¬ 
nated)  and  is  either  in  Fetifh,  in  Lump ,  or 
in  Duft. 

The  Fetifh-Gold  is  that  which  the  Ne¬ 
groes  cafl:  into  various  Shapes,  and  wear  as 
Ornaments  at  their  Ears,  Arms,  and  Legs, 
but  chiefly  at  their  Head,  entangled  very 
dextroufly  in  the  Wool;  it  is  fo  called, from 
fome  Superftition  (we  do  not  well  underhand) 
in  the  Form,  or  in  their  Application  and 
Ufe,  commonly  mixed  with  tome  bafer 
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^Guinea Metal,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Touch-Stone, 
,ate'  and  skill  of  the  Buyer  you  employ. 

The  Lumpy  or  Rock  Gold,  is  in  pieces  of 
different  weights,  pretended  to  be  brought 
out  of  Mines.  I  faw  one  of  thefe  which  Mr. 

! Thips  had  at  Cape  Corfo,  weighing  thirty 
Ounces;  they  are  always  fufpe&ed  to  be  ar¬ 
tificial,  and  by  the  cunning  Fellows  in  Trade, 
caft  fo,  to  hide  fome  bafer  mixture  of  Silver, 
Copper  or  Brafs :  wherefore  it  is  not  fafe 
trufting  to  the  antique,  dirty  look,  but  to 
cut  or  run  it  for  fatisfaflion. 

Dujl  Gold  is  the  common  Traffick,  the 
beft  comes  hither  from  the  neighbouring  in¬ 
land  Kingdoms  of  Dink/ra,  Akim ,  and  Ar - 
canay  and  is  got  (we  are  told)  out  of  the 
River-Sands.  Tagus  in  ‘Portugal  was  once 
fo  famed  5 

Cmnis  avenaTagt,  quodque  in  mare  volvitur 
aurum • 

Juvenal.  Satin  3. 

The  Natives  dig  Pits  nigh  the  Water-falls 
of  Mountains  abounding  with  this  Metal  3 
the  Ponderofity  of  their  Particles  finking 
them  there  :  and  then  with  incredible  Pains 
and  Induftry,  they  wafh  the  Earth  and  Sand 
in  Trays  and  Veffels  till  it  all  fwims  off,  and 
they  efpy  at  bottom  now  and  then  two  or 
three  fhining  Grains  of  Gold  that  pays  them 
(without  great  Fortune)  only  as  Labourers. 
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This  is  the  mod  probable  Account,  how^G^ae* 
they  come  by  their  Gold  on  this  Goad  ;  For^^' 
if  it  were  through  Mines,  and  from  Kingdoms 
fo  nearly  bordering  on  our  Fadories  as  Ar¬ 
cana  (whence  the  bed  and  pured)  it  would 
long  fince,  I  imagine,  have  tempted  us,  or 
the  "Dutch  to  have  difpoffeffed  the  Natives, 
and  worked  them  folely  to  our  own  ufe. 

Gold  Dud  is  not  gathered  at  any  part  of 
the  fame  River,  its  faid,  but  at  convenient 
Spots  neared  the  Mountains  5  becaufe  when 
too  didantfrom  the  Floods  that  walkthrough 
Mines,  their  Weight  buries  them  too  deep, 
or  difperfes  their  Particles  too  widely,  to  an- 
fwer  the  Labour  of  Searching. 

Maders  of  Ships  cudomarily  hire  a  Na¬ 
tive,  at  fo  much  per  month,  for  this  part  of 
the  Trade  i  he  has  a  quicker  light  at  know¬ 
ing,  and  by  Pra&ice,  readier  at  feparating 
the  drofly  and  falle  Gold,  with  which  the 
true  has  ever  fome  Mixture,  to  impofe  on 
unskilful  People.  This  impure  Stuff  is  called 
Crackray  a  Pin  or  brafs  Dud,  current  upon 
the  Gold  Coad  among  themfelves,  but  is  a 
grofs  Cheat  in  Traffick,  fome  of  it  is  very 
bad. 

The  way  to  feparatc,  is  by  copper  Blow- 
pans,  fhaped  like  Fire-Shovels ;  into  this  your 
Gold-taker  throws  three  or  four  Ounces  at 
a  time,  and  by  gently  toding,  and  blowing 
upon  it,  the  lighted  being  the  falfe,  flies  off: 
the  larger  Grains  he  difcriminates  by  his  fight, 
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&Gumeaanci  feparates  by  his  Finders  with  a  wonder* 

Trade.  r  .  ,  \  •  ,  J  D 

ful  dexterity* 

Their  way  of  counting  Gold  at  the  Fac¬ 
tories,  is  by  Ounces,  Sendees,  and  Marks, 
letter  are  Dumbays,  and  Doccys,  or  Toccu$$ 
12  of  this,  or  2 4  of  that,  make  an  Acc)\ 
(about  ss) 

All  referve  it  in  Leather  Pouches,  and  at 
London ,  the  Gold-Smith  runs  it  down  in  a 
*  Crucible  at  two  pence  per  Ounce  j  it’s 
kept  diffolvcd  for  the  Evaporation  of  Drofs, 
(perhaps  one  Ounce  in  a  hundred)  and  then 
caft  into  a  foiid  Bar  $  a  Chip  from  it  he  fends 
to  the  Affay- matter  in  the  Tower ,  who  by 
his  Office  is  Judge,  and  on  a  fmali  Fee,  fig  ns  , 
back  a  Note  of  itJs  Value,  that  is,  how  much 
above,  or  under  Sterling  $  and  fo  amounts  to 
a  Shilling  or  two  over  or  under  4/.  a  Troy 
Ounce* 


Our  Return  upon  the  Gold  Coa/l 

AT  our  coming  hither  in  October  1 721, 
we  underftood  every  where  that  the 
Pyrates  under  the  Command  of  Roberts ,  had 
been  plundering  the  Ships  down  the  whole 


^  Made  of  a  peculiar  Earth  from  Germany  5  and  bear  (thofe 
that  are  good)  the  moft  intenfe  heat. 
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Coaft,  but  were  then  fuppofed  gone  offiGoidCoaC 
the  lateft  Account  of  any  who  had  Buffered* 
being  in  Augufi  la  ft.  We  therefore,  under  no 
Apprehenfion  of  their  Return,  divided  rhe 
Provifions  had  been  lent  hither  from  England 
to  us,  and  leaving  the  fVeymoutb  (the  word 
difabled  Ship  of  the  two)  in  Cape  Corfb 
Road,  ftretch’d  away  to  Windward  again, 
the  Beginning  of  November ,  in  order  to 
manrii  by  the  Purchafe  of  Slaves,  and  im- 
preffing  Sailors  from  the  Merchant  Veffels  1 
the  latter  we  had  little  Occafion  of,  their  ill 
Treatment,  and  bad  Diet  (or  a  Pretence  of 
it)  making  them  all  Volunteers  that  could 
be  fpared. 

At  Succonda  we  heel’d  and  ferubbed  Ship, 
a  Ledge  of  Rock  fhooting  from  the  weftera 
Point  nigh  a  League,  making  it  a  fmoother 
Sea  than  any  of  the  neighbouring  Places; 
and  this  little  Check  given  to  the  Water, 
we  obferved,  made  the  Bay  flow  a  foot 
or  two  higher  than  any  part  of  the  plain  Coaft. 

At  TDixcove^  the  Windcrmoft  of  our  Gold- 
Coaft  Factories,  we  heard  by  the  Carlton 9 
that  the  Soldiers  who  had  come  out  under 
our  Convoy  for  th z  African  Company's  Ser¬ 
vice  at  Gambia ,  had  unhappily  mutiny’d 
with  Captain  Majfey  one  of  their  Officers; 
difdaining  the  bad  ufage  of  the  Merchants 
who  had  the  Command  and  Victualling  of 
them,  they  fpiked  up  the  Guns,  and  retir'd 
to  the  Ship  which  had  brought  them  over. 
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GoldCoaflxfthc  Bumper)  and  there  by  a  joint  Confent 
of  George  Lowther  the  fecond  xMate,  and 
tome  of  the  Sailors,  proceeded  to  Sea  j  the 
Effed  of  which,  fee  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Byrates. 

At  Apollonia  we  found  all  our  old  Ac® 
quaintance  were  gone :  The  Queen  that  had 
two  or  three  Months  ago  fent  off  a  <Dafoee 
of  four  Accys ,  was  lately,  with  her  People, 
forced  to  move  to  Affine  e. 

There  are  a  numerous  People  called  San- 
tieSy  or  Affanties,  extending  a  long  way 
on  the  back  of  them,  who  derive  a  confide- 
rable  Trade  to  the  Coaft,  particularly  at  A- 
namaboo .  This  Nation,  provoked  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  Depredations  and  Banyarrs  of  the 
ApollomanSy  had  lately  been  down  and 
drove  them  from  their  Habitations  5  tho’  them- 
felves,  unwilling  to  own  the  Roguery,  fay  it 
has  proceeded  from  the  Inftigation  of  Jan 
Conny  their  Neighbour  and  Competitor.  At 
Affine e  therefore,  we  found  them  preparing 
to  revenge  this  Injury,  buying  up  ail  our 
trading  Arms  at  a  good  Price,  and  giving  a 
Towl  for  every  Flint  we  could  fpare,  (there 
being  no  fuch  thing  in  the  Country.)  They 
are  as  fearlefs  as  any  of  the  Colour,  both  in 
Trade  and  War,  and  promifc  themfelves  aa 
Amendment  of  their  Fortune,  which,  by  ac¬ 
counts  fince,  I  hear  they  have  accomplilhed 
againft  Conny , 
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At  Cape  Three  Tointswc  found  our  Wa-Golc*Coa^ 
ter-Pond  almoft  dried  up,  tho"  the  Wind  at 
S.  E.  had  lately  brought  on  two  or  three 
heavy  Showers  of  Rain,  and  they  failing* 
conftant  thick  Fogs  in  the  day,  and  what  is 
very  unufual  at  the  diftance  we  anchor,  Dews 
in  the  night  on  board :  The  Current  to 
Weftward.  In  this  Bay,  two  or  three  Even¬ 
ings  running,  we  faw  a  monftrous  Fifh  hea¬ 
vily  moving  about  the  Ship,  divided  into 
eight  or  ten  different  Parts,  each  as  large  as 
a  Thornbacky  finking  immediately  at  the 
throwing  over  a  Hook  5  the  Sailors  call  it  a 
*Devil-F/fh.  Fire-Flies  alfo,  (common  to 
warm  Latitudes,)  flew  about  in  the  night  5 
an  Infed  that  makes  the  like  light  in  the 
Air,  as  Glow^lVorms  on  the  Ground. 

What  I  fhall  farther  obferve  from  this 
Cruife  or  the  Circuit  we  have  made,  I  never 
yet  met  either  of  thofe  ufeful  Animals,  a 
Dog  or  a  Horfe,  among  the  Natives  j  the 
latter,  Bofman  (who  writes  of  Guinea)  fays* 
are  numerous  in-land  5  2nd  of  the  othep, 
their  Bark  turns  to  a  Howl  in  three  or 
four  Broods^their  Ears  and  Colour  inclining 
to  a  Fox .  Thofe  I  have  feen,  and  not  hitherto 
mentioned,  are,  among Qiiadrupeds,  the  Cat* 

Hare,  Rat,  Lizzard,  Boar,  Porcupine,  Civet- 
Cat,  Camelion,  and  Petto  or  Sluggard, 
from  the  Slownefs  of  his  March ;  he  will 
grow  lean  in  the  time  he  takes  to  afcend  a 
Tree,  and  never  comes  down  till  he  has  de¬ 
voured 
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GoHCoaft.voured  all  the  Fruit.  Birds*  the  Parrot,  Para- 
quet,  Pheafanr,  Partridge,  Wild-Duck,  Tur¬ 
tle-Dove,  Snipe,  Kite,  and  others.  Fifh,  the 
Jack,  Plaife,  Sole,  Bream,  Thornback,  Dab, 
Looftcr,  Crab,  Shrimp,  &c.  Reptiles ,  the 
Toad,  Scorpion,  Ccntipes. 
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P  T  RAT  E  S. 


AS  Roberts  the  Pyrate,  by  the  bold 
Sweep  made  in  Auguft,  had  ftruck  a 
Pannick  into  the  Traders,  we  were  feveral 
times  in  our  late  Cruife  alarmed  with  Stories 
of  their  being  again  to  Windward ;  which 
kept  us  Rlying ,  till  others  contradidting 
fuch  Report,  and  confidered  with  the  rafti- 
nefs  of  the  Attempt,  returned  us  to  our  Ren- 
defvouz  in  Cape  Corfo  Road,  where  we  had 
fcarce  well  arrived,  before  Mr.  Rhips  re¬ 
ceived  Intelligence  by  two  or  three  Canoos 
difpatched  to  him,  of  Veffels  chafed  and 
taken  by  them  a  few  Leagues  off,  commit¬ 
ting  great  Cruelties.  They  were  well  manned* 
we  underftood,  having  inereafed  their  num¬ 
ber  greatly  by  this  double  Expedition,  and 
the  Reputation  of  their  Succefs ;  the  Seamen 
every  where  entering,  notwithftanding  our 
neighbourhood,  and  where  they  refufed,  by 
report,  'twas  oftner  thro’  Fear,  than  any  de¬ 
tection  of  the  Pra&ice. 

The  Conclufion  from  our  Advices,  was  to 
follow  them  to  Whydah  5  for  avoiding  this 
Road,  (which  it  might  be  imagined  they 
would  do,  in  refpedt  to  our  being  there)  the 
next  and  chiefeft  Place  fpr  Booty  was  there, 
W e  miffed  them  however  by  24  hours,  but 

fol- 
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Fyrates.  following  quickly  to  Cape  Lopez,  luckily 
fixed  the  Limits  of  their  Navigation  ;  their 
Dmnkennds,  Inadvertency,  and  Diforder, 
making  them  fall  an  eafy  Prize  to  us. 

Difcipline  is  certainly  an  excellent  Path 
to  Viftory  5  we  fee  it  through  all  Nations, 
who  in  fome  ages  are  warlike,  in  others  ef¬ 
feminate.  Courage*  locutory  or  military, 
like  a  Trade,  is  gained  by  an  Apprentice- 
fhip.  The  Coward  to  day,  may  (even  years 
hence  become  a  brave  Fellow,  and  metamor- 
phofed  again,  perhaps  by  a  bad  Wife,  or  o~ 
ther  adverfe  Fortune.  What  makes  our 
Militia  laughed  at,  even  by  Men  draughted 
from  them?  only  becaufe  tney  want  that 
conftant  Difcipline,  the  red  Coat  and  martial 
Law,  that  makes  the  other  terrible  :  Every 
Man  in  handing  Troops,  is  in  a  School  of 
Exercife,  where,  if  not  dull,  he  may  acquire 
the  Tread,  the  Talk,  and  Courage  of  a  Hero.* 
Subordination  is  an  Eflential  to  it  in  this 
very  Difcipline  5  the  Gentleman  brought  up 
ever  fo  tamely,  finding  a  Courage  with  his 
Commifiion,  and  for  the  moft  part,  increafe 
ing  as  he  becomes  a  Captain,  a  Colonel,  or 
a  General.  The  Pyrates,  tho*  fingly  Fellows 
of  Courage,  yet  wanting  luch  a  Tyeof  Or¬ 
der,  fomeDiredor  to  unite  that  Force,  were 
a  contemptible  Enemy,  neither  killed  nor 
wounded  us  a  man  in  taking  them,  and  rauft 


*  There’s  but  the  twinkling  of  a  Star, 
Between  a  Man  of  Peace  and  War. 
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ever,  in  the  fame  Circuraftances,  be  the  IatcPyrates- 
of  fuch  Rabble. 

We  found  in  the  three  Ships  about  200 
Englifhmen ,  60  or  70  dout  Negro  Slaves, 
great  plenty  of  trading  Goods,  and,  what 
more  attraded  the  Eye,  a  large  quantity  of 
Gold  Dud,  by  computation,  8  or  10000/. 
the  Searches  made,  and  the  Diligence  of  the 
Officers  in  thofe  Searches,  imagining  them- 
(elves  to  have  feme  (hare  in  the  Heap,  makes 
that  Sum  very  probable  ,  the  Py  rates  them- 
Pelves  giving  out  double  :  for  all  which,  the 
Commander  at  home  obtained  the  Privy- 
Seal. 

The  People,  their  Wives,  and  Widows, 
who  thought  the mie Ives  injured  in  this  Seclu- 
lion,  petitioned  the  Lords-Commiffiohers  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  Secretaries,  and  other  Of¬ 
ficers  of  State,  for  a  Recall  of  this  Grant  $ 
fine  Aufpiciis .  The  Officers  joined  alfoin 
in  a  Petition  for  the  E—  of  B—y  s  Inter- 
polition,  to  obtain  for  them  the  Divifion  of 
any  Sum  they  might  prove,  over  and  above 
what  was  fuggefted  in  obtaining  the  Privy- 
&ral  5 —and  with  the  fame  Suceefs. 

To  return  from  this  Excurfion  s  the  num¬ 
ber  of  our  Prilbners  gave  a  great  deal  of  fa¬ 
tigue  and  unealinefs,  during  a  fix  Weeks  Pal- 
iage,  led  the  danger  of  a  Halter  fhould  prompt 
them  to  fome  defperate  Attempt  for  their 
^Liberty  5  but  arriving  lafe  at  Cape  Corfo  a- 
.gain,  they  were  there  brought  to  their  Tryals, 
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Pyrates.  hang’d,  or  acquitted  ;  the  Court  allowing 
for  the  Office  of  Regifter, 

2 6  Days  Attendance?  at  3os,y  /•  s .  d. 

per  Diem ?  for  which  at  >  26  00  d 

home  4  was  deduded  —  S 
The  Frovoft,  7$.  6d.  per  ‘Diem  9150 

The  General  of  the  Coaft  gave  the  Table? 
which  made  the  whole  Charge  reft  upon  thofe 
two  Articles,  the  cheapeft  fince  the  Reforma¬ 
tion. 


St.  George  de  ELM  I N  A. 

deElSns!  i  RING  our  Stay  in  the  Road?  an 
I  J  Officer  or  two  of  us  took  an  Interval 
to  wait  on  Mr.  Butler ,  the  Diredor- General 
for  the  Dutch  at  St.  George  de  Elmina ,  three 
Leagues  to  Windward ;  he  received  us  fo 
much  the  more  kindly?  that  in  eighteen  years 
,  which  he  had  refided  on  the  Coaft,  he  had 
feldombeen  vifited  by  his  Countrymen,  and 
of  late?  not  at  all,  which  he  imputed  to  the 
Mifunderftandings  that  were  frequently  hap~ 
pening  between  him  and  his  Neighbour,  Mr. 
BhipSy  on  account  of  Trade  j  they  could 
not  pay  him  this  Compliment  without  offend¬ 
ing  the  other.  Mis  Table  had  ten  Difhes  of 

Yiduals/ 
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Victuals,  an  extraordinary  Shew  in  a  partElmma’ 
of  fuch  Scarcity,  with  variety  of  Beer  and 
Wine,  and  an  attendance  of  fix  Negro  Ser¬ 
vants,  each  a  gold  Chain  about  his  Neck, 
the  large nefs  difiinguifhing  Grandeur,  as  fine 
Cloth  or  Lace  does  a  Livery. 

After  Dinner,  Mr.  Butler  gave  us  four 
gold  Rings  a-piece,  (the  Make  of  the  Coun¬ 
try)  a  Trifle,  he  faid,  to  remember  him,  and 
then  (hewed  us  their  Apartments  and  Store- 
houfes,  large,  and  well  flocked. 

The  Caftle,  taken  from  the  CP ortuguefe 
in  1638,  is  a  Quadrangle,  like  that  of  Cape 
Corfo ,  but  has  a  double  Ditch  round,  cut 
out  of  a  Rock,  which  like  Bafiiis  hold  the 
Rain-water,  and  give  additional  Strengths 
a  populous  Negro  Town  at  the  foot  of  it, 
under  their  Protection. 

From  hence,  we  retired  for  the  Afternoon 
to  a  Summer-houfe  in  his  Garden,  and  in 
the  Evening  his  Officers  attended  us  to  the 
Boat,  where  we  were  ftill  followed  with  Marks 
of  undeferved  RefpeCt*'  three  or  four  Rooves 
of  Brafil  Sugar,  (then  a  Commodity)  and  at 
putting  off,  a  Salute  of  nine  Guns.  The 
worft  part  of  our  Fare  came  afterwards,  when 
we  could  not  commend  this  Hofpitality  and 
Generofity  of  Mr.  Butler ,  without  indirect 
Reflections  upon  our  own  Caftle. 

On  the  1  ft  of  May  1722,  we  left  Cape 
Corfoy  (for  my  own  part,  I  hope  till  Doom  s- 
Day)  and  on  the  third,  came  down  to  Why- 
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dah .  Here  wc  took  a  Sailor  out  of  a  Tor- 
tuguefe  Ship,  that  had  been  a  Confederate  in 
feizing  Captain  Rowrfs  Veflel,  as  mentioned 
before  at  St.  Thomas’s  5  he,  on  the  Reflection 
of  his  Crime,  and  a  Fear  of  worfe  Evil,  cut 
his  Throat,  and  died.  About  this  time  I  was 
appointed  Turfer  to  the  Weymouth ,  (a  Bur - 
fieri  the  Officer  in  Colleges,  that  takes  care 
of  their  Accounts)  every  body  being  dead  al¬ 
ii -oft  ,  that  could  do  it :  and  with  Reiudancy 
in  me,  becaufe  not  skill’d  in  the  Employ ,  and 
neither  Cooper,  Steward,  or  Neceffaries  on 
board  5  but  the  Indulgence  I  expe&ed  on 
thefe  accounts  from  a  worthy  Commander, 
and  feme  little  Advantage  in  quitting  the 
Surgeon  s  Employ,  were  Perfuafives. 

Erom  Why  dah 1  both  Men-of- War  fleered 
away  for  Cape  Lopez, ,  to  wood  and  water, 
in  order  for  the  Wefi- Indies. 


cjb 


Cape  LOP 


p 

jlL 


r 

JLs. 


CapeLope?'. 


4 

CAPE  Lopez  makes  a  fafe  and  plcafant 
Bay,  our  anchoring  in  20  Fathom  Wa¬ 
ter,  the  Cape  N  W  B  N,  the  Watering-place 
SEE,  each  a  mile  and  half  diftance. 

Coming  in,  we  bring  the  Cape  S.  S.  W. 
to  avoid  what  moft  Charts  lay  down,  the 
Shoal  called  Frenchman  s  Bank ,  about  a 
League  and  half  N.  N.  E .  from  the  Capef 
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and  Tome  fay  there  are  other  Shoals  between c#/*Lopez 
that  and  the  Main  to  the  Northward, 

The  Cape  is  low  and  deep,  yet  looks 
bluff  with  Trees,  has  fome  Savannahs  behind, 
the  refort  of  Buffaloes  ;  I  have  feen  a  dozen 
head  at  a  time  here,  which,  when  you  are 
minded  to  hunt  or  (hoot,  the  Negroes  are 
ready  to  a  {lift.  The  Bay  is  well  ftored  with 
Fi(h,  and  the  Country  affords  Plantains,  Goats, 

Fowls, and  particularly  grey  Parrots,  all  cheap  5 
but  their  principal  trading  Commodities  are 
Wax  in  Cakes,  and  Honey,  exchanged  with 
us  on  eafy  terms,  forLinnen,  Calicos,  Stuffs, 

Pewter  Spoons,  Knives,  &c.  and  it  is  the 
Seal  of  all  Bargains,  to  take  hold  of  one  a- 
nother's  Hands  and  fay,  Balaaver  fuquebah . 

Bou,  or  Wood,  is  after  the  rate  of  a  Fa¬ 
thom,  for  an  old  Guinea  Sheet  5  their  Water 
free,  and  eafy  come  at,  but  is  a  (landing 
Pool,  and  not  fo  weil-tafted  therefore  as 
Springs. 

The  Natives  are  harmiefs  and  inoffenfive, 
never  fell  one  another.  But  when  Ships  come 
in,  flock  towards  the  Bay  with  Wax,  Honey, 
a  few  Teeth,  and  little  Gold  ;  which  laft,  I 
rather  believe,  is  brought  thither,  becaufe  not 
one  of  them  leemed  to  know  the  Value  ofit. 

They  are  timorous,  and  therefore  have  their 
Habitations  at  a  diftance  from  the  Sea,  few 
of  them  venturing  on  board  a  Ship  5  feared, 

1  luppofe,  by  the  Tricks  have  formerly  been 
put  upon  them  by  our  Traders :  fo  that  we 
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CapeLoTpcz.foaxtct  altogether  on  fbore,  where  they  attend 
for  that  purpofe* 

Their  familiar  Salute  at  meeting,  is  by 
clapping  their  Hands  two  or  three  times,  to 
one  another.  To  a  Superior,  (the  Cubic eer, 
or  the  Aged)  they  bend  the  Knee,  raifing  firft 
their  Hands  to  the  out-parts  of  their  Shoulders 
or  Arms,  then  patting  the  other’sHands  gently 
three  times,  they  cry  Chamba  at  each  time, 
and  retreat  with  three  times  clapping  their 
own  hands:  -  -  -  toprofefs  an  extraordinary 
Friendfhip  to  you, they  raife  your  Hand  as  high 
as  they  can  reach. 

Many  of  them  have  borrowed  Names 
from  the  Europeans  that  put  in  here,  and  are 
pleafed  when  you  will  adopt  them  to  wear 
fuch  a  Cognizance  of  your  Remembrance 5 
they  do  not  follicit  this  Favour  till  after  feve- 
ral  views,  that  they  feefomething  to  be  ad¬ 
mired,  or  that  the  Perfon  asked,  has  a  fancied 
Sympathy  of  Temper,  or  likenels  with  them- 
felves. 

As  they  come  down  to  trade  in  Tribes, 
each  has  a  Captain  or  Leader,  who  always 
craves  or  claims  fome  cDafhee ,  before  you 
ftrike  a  Bargain  with  any  of  the  other  Ne¬ 
groes  i  a  Bottle  of  Brandy,  a  Sabre,  Knife, 
or  any  ordinary  Apparel  is  acceptable;  the 
Chief  loves  to  diftinguilh  himlelf  by  an  Imi¬ 
tation  of  our  Drefs,  and  is  often  fo  prepof- 
teroufly  fet  out  with  Hat,  Wig,  and  Breeches, 
that  he  makes  a  fifty  times  more  ridiculous, 

and 
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fcaramouch  Figure,  than  any  of  his  nakedc^LopeZ‘ 
Dependants. 

Jacobus  was  one  of  thefe  5  he  takes  on 
him  the  Title  of  King,  without  knowing 
the  meaning,  and  came  on  board  to  vifit  us 
in  a  very  antick  Figure ;  an  oid  Sailor's  Wig 
turned  upfide  down,  half  a  pair  of  Breeches, 

Jacket,  Hat,  &c.  yet  this  Man  feemed  to  be 
reverenced  much  by  the  others,  and  in  drink¬ 
ing,  two  of  them  always  held  up  a  Cloth  be- 
fore  his  Face,  that  he  might  not  be  feen  5  the 
Cuftom  teems  to  have  a  State  in  it,  and  bor¬ 
rowed  perhaps  from  fome  neighbouring  Mo¬ 
narch  :  He  of  Monomotapa ,  it  is  faid,  never 
drinks,  but  the  Court  put  up  their  Prayers  with 
a  loud  Voice,  which  being  heard  by  others, 
is  tranfmitted  over  the  whole  Town. 

As  Jacobus  and  his  Company  grew  drunk, 

(for  they  fwallowed  nothing  but  Bumpers  of 
Brandy)  I  obferved  this  Relped  was  laid  afide$ 
and  what  was  a  greater  Misfortune,  thePrince 
and  his  Retinue  beheld  with  winking  Eyes, 
all  their  Hovels  on  fire  afhore  :  The  Occasion 
this  5  we  happening  to  have  all  our  Colours 
flying,  and  fome  Guns  let  off  in  honour  of 
the  28th  of  May,  another  Leader  on  fhore 
mifinterpreting  it  as  a  particular  Relpedt  to 
Jacobus ,  grew  jealous,  feized  his  Houle  du¬ 
ring  the  Revel,  his  Wives,  and  his  ‘Dafbees, 
drank  up  all  his  Brandy,  eat  all  his  Victuals, 
cudgelled  his  People,  and  fet  both  his  Houles 
on  fire, 
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CapeLopez:  Next  Morning,  on  unravelling  the  Myftery^ 
the  Surprize  was  over,  and  all  became  good 
Friends  again.  They  have  very  little  Know¬ 
ledge  or  Ufc  of  Fire-Arms,  becaufe  no  Trade 
fcarce;  their  Weapons  being  Spears,  Arrows, 
and  Clubs,  and  it  is  a  bloody  Battle  among 
them,  when  half  a  dozen  of  a  fide  are  knocked 
down. 
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Brafil '  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

FROM  Cape  Lopez  (parting  with  the 
Coaft)  we  came  in  fight  of  the  Ifiand 
Annabona ,  the  Breezes  frnall  at  South,  and 
Calms  alternatively  5  hereabout  we  cruifed 
three  or  four  days,  for  our  Confort  the  Sw al¬ 
low  ^  that  fome  how  or  other  was  feparated  ; 
and  miffing  her,  bore  away  for  Brafil 
In  the  Pafiage  it  may  be  firft  obferved, 
that  when  we  had  failed  ninety  Leagues  to  the 
Weftward,  and  got  intos0*  S.  the  Winds 
that  were  at  South  veered,  fo  as  to  become 
a  true  S  E.  Trade,  that  carried  us  four  or  five 

Knots .  - - -And  ftill  as  we  advanced  farther 

Weftward,  it  blew  frefher  at  E  S  E.  7, 
and  9  Knots  conftantly,  with  neither  Thun- 
1  ‘  *  ‘  *  deJr 
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der  nor  Lightning.  Quarey  whether  this 
diftance  is  not  a  proper  Medium  to  allow  for 
the  Attraction  of  all  Exhalations  by  the  Land  $ 
at  leaft  that  they  confiderably  abate  after  that 
length  from  all  Shores,  allowing  for  Latitude* 
and  as  they  are  Montainous  or  Plain.  We 
fee  within  this  Dimenfion,  (plainly)  that  it 
takes  off  the  Influence  of  the  Sun,  and  varys 

the  Trade  Wind  towards  itfelf :  Nor  is  it  fo 

>  *  > 

aftonifhing,  fince  Animals  themfelves  obey  5 
feveral  forts  of  Fifli  and  Fowl  have  a  periodical 
return  to  fuch  and  fuch  places,  and  not  fo 
of  thofe  inhabiting  the  more  ftable  Element 
of  Land  :  Wherefore  it  is  highly  rational  to 
think,  that  as  the  fluid  Elements  they  live  in 
yield  to  the  attractive  Tower  of  the  Earth 
and  TlanetSj  fo  alfo  their  Inhabitants  have 
their  InftinCt  more  fenfibly  fated  by  them. 

Secondly ,  in  this  Trade- Wind  failing,  we 
are  every  day  diverted  with  flying  Fifh,  Bo- 
netos,  and  Sea-Fowl  ;  the  Sails  require  little 
labour  in  trimmings  the  Ship  goes  fteady,  and 
the  Bowl  unflung  i  fo  that  at  leaving  fuch  a 
Country  we  might  cheerfully  fmg, 

How  happy  were  we ,  when  the  Wind  blew 

abaft  ! 

One  of  thefe  cheerful  Evenings,  eleven  at 
night,  the  full  Moon  became  totally  eclipfed, 
a  Darknefs  furprizing,  as  it  was  unexpected  % 
when  file  had  recovered  her  Light,  we  re¬ 
peated 
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our  Sacrifice  in  Bowls,  and  fell  into  Reflec¬ 
tions  and  Admiration  of  that  Power  which 
fupports  the  Regularity  of  the  planetary  Mo¬ 
tions,  and  the  Sublimity  of  that  Art  which 
can  fo  exadly  calculate  them  :  They  demon- 
ftrate  the  Sphericity  of  the  Earth,  becaufe 
Countries,  as  they  are  farther  Eaft  or  Weft, 
obferve  them  hours  fooner  or  later,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Longitude,  which  could  not  be 
on  a  Plain,  but  vifible  to  all  at  once. 

This  Longitude  therefore  in  a  general  View, 
is  the  fame  thing  as  Time,  the  difference  of 
it  being  the  diftance  Eaft  and  Weft  of  any 
two  places,  allowing  15  Degrees,  or  300 
Leagues  to  an  Hour  3  the  whole  24  being 
loft  or  gained  in  a  Circum-navigation  of  the 
Globe,  W eft  or  Eaftward. 

A  natural,  tho'  hitherto  incorred  way  of 
eftimating  the  Parts  of  Longitude  in  thofe 
Runs ,  tiil  Inftruments  and  Rules  are  dif~ 
covered,  is,  I  think,  Firft ,  to  make  exad 
Tables  of  the  Suns Rifings  and  Settings,  at 
Places  commonly  departed  from,  and  thofe 
we  go  to  for  every  day  in  the  year  :  and  then. 
Secondly ,  to  carry  two  proved  Watches  of 
equal  Goodnefs*  kept  in  equal  Warmth,  and 
freed  from  Motion  and  Weather,  to  meafure 
the  difference  of  time  where  you  are,  by 
the  fame  edge  of  the  Sun  the  Tables  were 
made  from  3  the  Minutes  fooner  or  later,  ac¬ 
cording  as  you  go  Eaft  or  Weft,  is  fo  many 

Leagues 
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Leagues  of  Longitude  for  that  day.  I  would 
infmuate  by  this  only  my  Opinion,  that  thofe 
literal  Improvers  of  Time,  the  Watch  Makers, 
bid  as  fair  for  the  Difcovery  of  Longitude  as 
the  Aftronomer  $  for  if  W arches  can  be  made 
not  to  err  above  two  or  three  Minutes  in  the 
time  a  Ship  is  running  i  ooo  Leagues, or  if  they 
do  err  more,  a  Rule  could  be  found  how 
much,  (like  as  an  Azimuth  correds  the  com¬ 
mon  Com  pais  5  )  or  if  any  Movement  could  be 
depended  on  only  from  Obfervation  to  Ob- 
fervation,  then  the  Error  would  be  no  greater 
thanwhat  is  met  in  different  Quadrants,  ob¬ 
serving  Latitude,  As  it  is,  it  leans  a  proper 
Method  tocorred  or  affift  the  prefent  Rules 
of  calculating  meridional  Diftance. 

We  made  thisPaffage  of  8  or  900  Leagues 
to  Brafil  in  three  Weeks  5  but  having  elfe- 
where  given  my  Obfervations  on  the  Coun¬ 
try,  1  (hall  only  take  notice  that  the  Trade 
blowing  very  frdb,  and  bringing  in  a  great 
Swell,  we  haftened  from  the  Coaft  to  our 
intended  Ports  in  the  Weft-Indies . 

‘  In  our  Progrds  thither,  a  Remark  or  two : 
Firfi,  that  in  the  Navigation  from  Brafil , 
we  crofled  the  AEquinodial,  two  or  three 
Degrees  W.  of  Cape  Roque ,  keeping  on  with 
a  pleafant  S  E,  Trade  that  gradually  leffened, 
and  in  4*  0  North  Latitude,  left  us  in  Calms, 
Rains,  and  uncertain  Squalls,  (varyinground 
the  Compafs  ,)That  this  continued  for  feveral 
days,  till  we  drew  in  or  near  the  Parallel  of 
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Barbados ,  and  then  we  as  gradually  had 
obtained  the  Trade  to  Northward  of  the  Eaft,  , 
running  150  Leagues  with  it,  that  is,  to  Bar¬ 
bados. 

Secondly ,  The  reafon  of  Calms,  and  Rains 
met  in  Latitudes  between  400  and  n*°  N. 

(with  a  little  Variation,  as  the  Sun  is  of  this 
or  that  fide  the  Equino&ial)  is  probably 
from  a  Conteft  between  the  N  E.  and  S  E. 
Trade  5  but  whether  the  palling  them  be  more 
favourable  far  to  the  Eaitward  or  W eftward, 

I  am  uncertain. 


BARBADOS. 


BARBADOS  was  difcovered  by  Sir  Wil-  Barbados. 

Ham  Carter ,  in  King  James  Vs  time, 
planted  to  little  purpofe  until  16275  finee 
which,  the  Crops  have  been  fo  advantageous, 
as  to  have  railed  the  Price  of  Ground  thirty 
fold. 


We  anchored  here  in  Carlijle-Bay  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Augujt ,  the  refort  of  moft  Ship¬ 
ping  who  load  at  this  liland*  The  Bay  is 
made  by  Needham  and  TelicanToints  5  the 
Anchorage  20  Fathom,  fo  clear  Water  that 
you  may  fee  to  the  bottom ;  but  fo  foul  and 
rocky,  that  the  Cables  are  always  buoy'd  up 
With  Cask.  In  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  (lands 


206 

Barbados. 


A  Voyage  to  Guinea,  , 

*  i 

Bridgetown,  the  principal  of  the  Ifland,  and 
is  the  Refidence  of  the  Governor,  Fadors, 
and  Merchants, who  tranfad  their  Bufinefs  here 
and  at  their  Plantations  alternately.  There 
is  only  one  large  Church,  with  an  Organ, 
and  about  twenty  Chappels  at  different  parts 
of  the  Ifland,  all  Epifcopai,  there  having 
been  no  cDiJ[enters  thefe  nkny  years.  The 
People  are  for  the  moft  part  polite  and  well- 
bred,  promoting  Trade  by  a  magnificent  way 
of  living  5  the  chief  of  them  are  Colonels* 
or  Captains  of  Militia,  and  in  the  Aflembly 
are  divided  into  a  Party-Intereft,  on  the  civil 
Affairs  of  the  Ifland,  their  chief  Diftindion  $ 
murmuring,  or  elate,  juft  as  they  are  in  or 
out  of  the  Governor's  Favour,  who  can  a- 
bate  in  the  Cuftoms,  or  imployin  the  Appli¬ 
cation  :  (tho*  by  the  way  the  fewer  Officers, 
and  thofe  Menials,  the  better  advantage  to 
him.) 

The  whole  is  a  fweet  Spot  of  Earth,  not 
a  Span  hardly  uncultivated  with  Sugar-Canes  $ 
all  hides  bend  with  an  eafy  Declivity  to  the 
Sea,  and  is  ever  green  :  T  his  delight  to  the 
Planter  has  its  Inconvcniencies,  that  there  is 
no  Recreation  out  of  Bufinefs,  but  in  Drink-* 
ing  or  Gaming. 

The  Propriety  was  given  by  King  James  L 
to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle ;  and  Anno  1 66 1 ,  King 
Charles  ll.purchafed  it  back  of  Lord  Kinoul \ 
that  Earls  Heir,  allowing  him  1000 /.  per 
A nn\  A ck n o w ! e d g m cm . 

Anno 
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Anno  1 663,  an  Adt  paffed  by  the  Prefi- Barbados, 
dent  (who  ads  as  Governor  in  their  abfence) 
the  Council  and  Affemblv,  for  4^  in  Specie 
Duty  of  all  Commodities,  the  Produce  of  the 
Ifland,  which  its  computed  will  amount  to 
10000 L  per  Annum .  -  -  Madeira  Wines 
imported,  at  4/.  10  s.  per  Pipe,  raifes  7000L 
and  this,  with  one  Pound  of  Gunpowder  per 
Tun  on  each  Ship,  is  appropriated  for  Stores, 
and  Repairs  to  Forts. 

The  Governor  is  appointed  by  the  King, 
his  Salary  formerly  ufed  to  arife  at  an  un¬ 
certain  Sum  of  4  or  5000  L  per  Ann .  from 
Prefents  and  Perquifites,  ftnce  fixed  at  1200A 
2000/.  and  now  is  6000  L  And  as  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  apart  of  their  Conftitutionjs  in  a  manner 
of  his  own  Nomination,  being  appointed  by 
Letters  of  Mandamus ,  as  they  have  Power 
to  make  Demands  on  ancient  Perquifites,  and 
fway  in  the  Application  of  the  publick  Mo« 
ney;  there  are  various  ways  of  obliging,  and 
his  Party  will  always  be  uppermoft  in  the 
Legif attire ,  which  confifts  of  him,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  twelve,  and  an  Affembly  of  twenty 
two,  chofe  at  the  feveral  Parifhes  by  a  Ma¬ 
jority  of  Votes. 

One  Law  is,  That  no  Inhabitant  f hall  be 
carried  off  the  If  and  without  Leave  ;  who¬ 
ever  engages  in  the  .Project?  is  liable  to  the 
\ Debts  5  lo  that  when  a  Family  fees  Ruin  ap¬ 
proaching,  (a  frequent  Cafe  of  late  years) 
their  Remedy  is  Healing  away  in  Boats  to 

lome 
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Barbados,  foinc  other  Place  of  Subfiftence  ;  and  if  they 
cannot  this  way  efcape  a  hard  Creditor ,  they 
comfort  themfelves  in  dying,  that  it  may 
be  their  Lot  next.  Thofe  who  depart  fairly, 
are  obliged  to  give  publick  notice  at  the  Se¬ 
cretary's  Office  5  and  no  body  objeding  in 
twenty  one  days,  are  at  liberty. 

Another  Ad  in  1676,  paffed  againft  the 
Induftry  of  the  Quakers,  whofe  Gonverfion 
of  the  Negroes,  it  was  pretended,  hazarded 
the  Safety  of  the  Kland.  They  are  computed 
at  8o  or  90000,  and  are  countenanced  in  Po¬ 
lygamy  j  yet  not  dangerous, becaufe  no  Moun¬ 
tains  to  fly  to,  Detedions  and  Executions 
would  foon  follow  their  Rebellions.  The 
English  are  reckoned  20000,  the  Women  a- 
mong  them  mo  ft  Scotch  and  Irijh; very  home¬ 
ly,  and  great  Swearers.  The  Men,  contrarily, 
are  very  gay,  clean,  and  handfome,  from  mean 
Originals,  often  fucceeding  with  rich  Wi¬ 
dows  5  it  being  but  Juftice  to  link  a  fat 
Plantation  to  the  truely  naufeous  Draught  of 
Matrimony. 

The  way  of  feeding  fuch  a  Multitude,  and 
providing  NeceOarks  in  an  Kland  yielding 
little  befides  Sugar,  is  principally  by  their 
f  iflieries  and  Importations. 

The  Sea  gives  them  great  plenty  of  flying 
Fiffi,  Dolphins,  Barricuda  and  King- -Fifh,  par- 
ticularly  the  flrll  5  they  bait  with  their  own 
Specie,  which  thrown  about,  the  Fifh  fly  in 
ifuch  numbers  to  the  Bolus,  that  they  take 

t  he  i  n 
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them  up  with  Dip-nets,  and  fometimes  theBarbados* 
Dolphins  with  them  ;  the  Seafon  goes  off 
at  the  Autumnal  Equinox.  Their  Importa¬ 
tions  by  Ships  from  England ,  Ireland ,  New - 
England ,  4 Penfylvania ,  Carolina ,  or  New- 
Tork ,  conftaritly  fupplying  any  Dcfedl  of 
Food  or  NecelTarieis,  every  Veflei  bring¬ 
ing  them  fometliing  or  other  of  this  kind, 
which  the  Merchants  keep  in  (tore  and  fell 
the  Planters  occafionally,who  give  their  Sugars, 

Rum,  and  Moieties  in  return.  The  Price 
in  what  I  was  acquainted  is*  viz. 

Bought, 

Rum  — —  at  1  s.  id.  per  Gallon. 

Citron  Water  — —  40  o 

Pickled  Pepper  — -  100 
Preferved  Ginger  —  5  o  per  lb. 

Sugar,  twenty  Shillings  a  hundred  5  and  be*» 
fore  our  Improvements  (fays  Gee)  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fold  for  7  and  s  /.  a  hundred. 

Cocoa,  3  or  4  L 

Aloes  — — —  —  4  d.  per  Ibl 

Sold, 

Salt  Beef  and  Pork,  40  Shillings  for  a  Cask 
of  2  Cwt. 

Bisker,  1 7  s.  per  hundred 
Candles,  6~  per  lb.  <5cc. 

Exchange  30 per  Cent,  or  more. 

s  1 

I  have  heard  that  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books 
had  one  year  3  lOooHogrheads  of  Sugar  entred, 
which  at  \ol.  per  Hogihead,  amounts  to 

O  3 s 0000/ 
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3  5 oooo  /.  Every  Acre  was  fuppofed  i o  s.  a 
year  Profit  to  the  national  Stock  of  England? 
befidcs  what  the  Planter  got,  and  Mouths 
fed  by  it ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  the  Crops  of 
late  years  have  very  much  failed, and  put  many 
of  them  under  great  Neceffities.  The  Soil 
fertile  in  the  Age  paft,  feems  now  growing 
old,  and  paft  its  teeming-time  j  they  endea¬ 
vour  to  mend  this  by  a  few  Cattle  kept  for 
the  fake  of  Manure  5  few ,  I  fay,  becaufe  Land 
imploy’d  this  way,  gives  not  its  Value. 
Wherefore  when  a  thoughtlefs  Man  has  joined 
to  unlucky  Events  and  Seafons  an  inadver¬ 
tent  way  of  living,  he  falls  a  Prey  to  the 
more  aftronomicai  Heads  of  Fadtors,  who 
fupply  him  with  Food  and  Neceftaries.  The 
Hardships  of  many  Planters  at  this  time, 
through  fuch  Inclemencies,  cannot  be  better 
laid  open  to  the  Pleader,  than  in  tranfcribing 
part  of  a  Sermon,  that  I  am  informed  was 
preached  by  Command  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  May  17  34- 

A  Charity  Sermon  .at  Bridgetown , 

for  the  two  Parifhes,  St.  Philips  and  Chrijl- 
Church . 

¥JE  R  E  I  ftiould  have  left  off,  but  I  am 
*£  JLjL  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the 
<£  Governor,  to  exhort  you  to  that  Charity, 
the  Neceffity  of  which  has  been  laid  be- 

*  fore  ye. 

*  Re- 
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u  Remember  therefore,  that  one  of  the^arbados. 
<c  ways  obfervedoffeekingGod  is,  by  obey- 
C£  ing  the  Didates  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  Hu- 
c‘  inanity  andCharity  undepraved  Nature  feels 
<c  towards  all  that  are  poor  and  diftreffed. 

“  What  an  excellent  Grace  of  Chrillianity 
€t  this  is,  St.  Taut  from  the  Spirit  of  God 
u  teacheth,  (1  Cor .  xiii.)  faying,  that  when 
€<  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  of  Prophecies,  of 
u  Miracles  fhall  ceafe,  a  greater ,  even  that 
u  of  Charity,  fhall  never  ceafe  in  the  Church 
a  militant,  never  in  the  Church  triumphant  $ 
ts  nor  can  there  be  any  greater  Inducements  to 
ec  provoke  us  to  Charity,  than  fir  ft  >  it  covers 
<£  a  Multitude  of  Sins,  and  next,  bringeth 
u  God  himielf  (as  he  is  pleafed  to  efieem  it) 
cc  in  debt  to  us  5  for  he  who  giveth  to  the 
4C  Poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  and  look,  what 
<c  he  layeth  out  fall  he  paid  him  again  5  paid 
u  in  Blellings  here,  and  hereafter  eternal 
<c  Life,  if  no  mortal  Sin  continue  in  the 
c£  Giver,  to  hinder  thefe  bleffed  Effedts.— - 
a  I  need  fay  no  more  to  ye  who  read  the  Bi- 
“  ble,  how  dear  to  God  thofe  Chriftians  arc, 
c<  who  according  to  their  Ability  arc  liberal 
“  to  poor  Perfons  and  Families ;  lo  that  what 
£<  remains  for  me  to  fay,  is  to  expatiate  a 
<£  little  upon  the  miferable  State  of  the  Poor 
tc  of  thele  two  Parifhcs,  and  leave  the  whole 
sc  to  your  pious  Conlideration. 

“  In  one  of  thefe,  St.  Philip's,  mine  Eyes 
beheld  all  the  Signs  of  an  approaching  Fa- 
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a  mine ;  the  Face  of  the  Earth  appeared  as 
cc  it  were  a  dry  Cruft,  burnt  up  and  gaping 
“  for  its  watry  Nutriment  5  hardly  any 
4C  thing  green  appeared,  and  I  am  told,  the 
<£  Face  of  the  Country  is  much  the  fame 
ct  in  C hr  ift -Church  Parifll.  Now  how  mi- 
Cc  ferable  muft  it  be  with  the  fingle  Poor,  and 
u  with  Families!  I  allure  you,  feveral  are 
u  come  into  ours,  and  others  are  gone  far- 
t£  ther  Leeward  to  feek  for  Work  and  Food. 
*c  You  who  are  tender  Parents,  confider  how 
<£  terrible  it  muft  be  for  Families  with  nothing 
<£  in  their  Houfe,  nothing  growing  on  their 
u  Land,  not  a  grain  of  any  thing  to  fup- 
££  port  themfelves  and  dear  helplefs  Chil-* 
£C  dren  :  No  Money,  and  no  Credit,  no  Re- 
££  lief  from  without,  and  no  Bread,  nor  Wa- 
a  ter  cither,  hardly  within  or  without.  I 
u  have  heard  of  poor  Men  going  about  for 
tc  Work,  to  fuftain  their  own  Bodies,  forced 
4C  to  leave  Wife  and  Children  at  home  to 
*£  ftarve  5  fure  your  Hearts  muft  relent,  and 
“  every  one  of  you  give  according  as  you 
<c  are  able,  with  a  free  Mind,  and  willing 
€C  Heart.  But  here  fome  may  object,  Why 
u  fhould  I  give  to  thofe  two  Parifties,  when 
££  our  own  Poor  may  be  in  as  great  W ant : 
££  1  anfwer,  feme  may  be  fo  ;  but  the  Ca- 
u  lamity  (blefled  be  God)  is  not  fo  general 
4i  here  5  it  is  not  fo  bad  with  us  in  that  one 
££  neceffary  Article  of  Water.  Third  is  ter- 
u  rible^  let  us  then  pity  our  poor  Brethren,* 

££  their 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  213 

cc  their  Wives  tjnd  Children,  who  go  fo  farBarbados> 
cc  for  Water  that  they  have  not  due  time  to  : 

get  their  Bread,  were  there  Work  for  them 
*c  to  earn  it  by* 

“  I  believe,  you  know  we  have  here  poor 
u  Families  in  great  want,  and  I  could  wifn 
cc  our  Veftry  would  meet,  particularly  to 
confider  it  5  but  in  the  mean  time,  let  us 
“  not  forget  the  poorer  People  of  tnefe  two 
Parifhes,  as  now  perifhing  for  want  of 
Food;  yea,  bis L — — =p  and  the  Council's 
a  Belief  is,  (you  hear)  that  fome  have  al- 
sc  ready  died  for  want  of  Bread. 

“  What  Chriftian  Man  or  Woman  then. 

“  in  Affluence  and  Plenty,  can  have  an  Heart 
“  fo  hard  as  not  to  beftow  liberally  on  fo 
*e  great,  fo  fad,  fo  calamitous  a  Neceffity  and 
“  Mifery  ?  and  what  poorer  Chriftian,  who 
£C  has  fomewhat,  tho’  little  above  his  daily 
ct  Wants,  but  will  fling  his  Mite  to  flop  fo 
“  dread  an  Evil  ? 

“  What  Chriftian  Woman,  who  has  young 
a  and  helplefs  Children  of  her  own,  and 
<c  Bread  to  give  them,  but  whofe  Bowels  muft 
yearn  and  Heart ake  to  hear,  that  in  thefe 
two  Parifhes  are  many  Infants  crying  at  the 
“  empty  Breafts  of  their  Mothers,  and  their 
a  Mothers  weeping  and  languifhing  at  the. 

“  lame  time  for  Bread  to  fuftain  themfelves. 

“  What  compaflionate  Fathers  or  Brothers 
a  but  muft  grieve  to  underftand,  that  grown 
a  Children  too  young  to  work5  are  now 
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(C  ftarving  in  thefe  Parifhes,  and  their  Parents 
cc  and  Brothers  nothing  to  relieve  them. 

“  What  good  Children  but  in  lift  bleed  at 
€C  heart  to  fee  their  Parents  ftarving?  yet  fuch 
cc  is  the  Fate  of  fome  in  thefe  Parifhes. 

cc  Chriftians  confider,that  one  way  of  keep- 
cc  ing  Famine  from  us  of  this  Parifh,  is  to 
beftow  our  Charity  in  a  Proportion  tq 
their  Wants,  and  our  Ability:  That  is  the 
cc  likelieft  Method  to  move  God  to  give  us 
C£  fruitful  Seafons,  to  renew  our  Springs,  and 
<c  bring  a  cheerful  Green  over  the  Face  of 
€‘  our  Plants  and  Seeds. 

a  May  the  blejfed  Spirit,  &c. 

The  Confequence  of  this  Diftrefs  now  a- 
mong  the  Barbadians ,  is  fhifting  their  old 
Habitations;  feveral  impelled  by  Neceflity, 
and  Wants, (ftronger  Motives  than  Religion  ;) 
are  dealing  away  to  mend  it  where  they  can. 

The  Sufferings  of  thefe  Iflanders,  I  think, 
will  carry  fome  Similitude  to  larger  Coun¬ 
tries  5  where  the  remarkable  Decay,  or  Lofs 
of  one  fingle  Branch  of  Trade,  it's  obferved, 
will  fenfibly  affeft  Multitudes,  nor  only  thofe 
i  m  mediately  con  ce  r  n  ed  in  th e  r  e t  ail  ing,  who 
muft  change  Trades,  infringing  on  others,  or 
leek  other  Countries,  but  alfo  thofe  not  con¬ 
cerned  5  becaufe  as  an  extraordinary  Trade 
damps  an  extraordinary  Value  on  Land,  and 
that  on  Provifions,  when  the  one  fails,  ex¬ 
changes  hands,  as  it  has  and  will  do,  ( Venice , 

the 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies.  215 

the  Hans  Towns ,  Antwerp,  Holland,  andBarbadoi 
which  by  the  way,  fhews  all  Countries  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  Sea,  within  50° 3  of  Latitude, 
equally  advantageous  for  Trade)  the  other 
ought  to  give  way  for  the  lowering  of  Fro- 
vifions,  and  Charge  of  Subfiftence  to  the  Poor, 

(Tome  ways  of  it  being  fuppofed  now  to  be, 
cut  off  or  curtailed  :)  and  if  Landlords  do  it 
flowly,  the  Law  (hould  oblige  5  becaufe,  as 
publick  Virtue  is  no  private  Man's  Profef- 
fion,  he  will  take  his  Lands  into  his  own 
hands,  tho*  with  Lofs,  rather  than  fubmit  to 
the  Reduction  of  his  Rents  *  and  becaufe  he 
can  afford  it,  will  hoard,  and  fuffer  Grain  to 
decay  and  fpoil,  before  he  will  fall  the  Price. 

In  our  Plantations,  the  inferior  fort  of  Mer¬ 
chants  are  notunlikeSharpersin Gaming;  they 
by  a  better  Skill,  know  how  to  prey  on  the 
Wants,  the  Weaknefs,  and  Paffions  of  their 
Cuftomers  (the  Planters  and  Artificers)  chain¬ 
ing  them  down  by  degrees  to  their  Service  $ 
many  of  the  Inconfiderate  being  ruined  with¬ 
out  knowing  it,  till  the  very  Day  they  want 
Victuals. 


SUGAR-CANES . 


IN  the  Wars  between  Holland  and  T^ortw* 
gal  in  Brajil ,  a  Hutch- Man  arrived  here 
from  thence,  who  taught  them  the  way  of 
Planting  and  making  Sugars.  They  are  fet 
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Barbados.  out  between  Augitft  and  ‘ 'December ,  f\x 
Inches  deep,  and  do  not  come  to  Maturity 
until  one  year  and  a  quarter :  when  ripe, 
which  is  known  by  their  Colour,  they  cut 
them  up  with  a  Bill,  and  fend  them  to  the 
Wind-mills,  which  prefles  out  the  juice  la 
clean,  the  Canes  by  being  an  hour  or  two 
in  the  Sun,  become  fit  for  Fuel. 

The  Liquor  mud  not  remain  in  the  Cif- 
tern  above  a  day,  for  fear  of  fouring  j  it  is 
therefore  by  a  Gutter  conveyed  to  the  Cop¬ 
per  or  Boyler,  and  in  the  boiling,  the  Filth 
feummed  off  5  thence  it's  conveyed  into  the 
fecond  and  third,  and  in  the  lafr,  called  the 
Tacky  is  boiled  to  a  Confiftency,  and  turned 
into  a  Grain  by  throwing  in  of  Temper , 
which  is  only  the  Infufion  of  Lime  and  Wa¬ 
ter  made  ftrong  according  to  the  Goodnefs 
of  the  Cane.  Nine  Founds  of  juice  makes 
one  of  Mufcovado,  and  one  of  Moloflus. 

From  hence  it  is  carried  to  the  cooling 
Ciffern,  till  fit  to  put  in  Pots,  which  have 
Holes  at  Bottom  to  drain  off  the  Moloflus 

Of  thefe  Moloflus  again,  they  fomerimes 
make  another  worfe  Sugar,  called  Taneels . 
Of  the  Scum,  coarfe  Moloflus,  Walkings  of 
the  Boilers  and  Pots,  fermented  together,  is 
made  Rum . 

To  refine  Sugar,  is  to  boil  it  over  again, 
and  clarify  with  the  lame  Lime-Water  and 
Eggs,  reckoned  better  than  the  clayed  Sugars 
of  this  Region,  made  by  putting  a  clayey 
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Earth  mixed  with  Water  to  the  thicknefs  of  Barbados 
a  Batter  upon  them,  and  repeated  three  or  four 
times  according  to  the  degree  of  Whitenefs 
ddign’d  ;  both  ways  carry  the  Treacle  and 
Moioffus  downwards,  but  the  former  raoft 
efteemed,  as  mixing  lefs,  and  purging  to  bet¬ 
ter  purpofe.  Lime  refines  from  Impurities, 
and  imparts  a  iofter  Tafte,  experienced  in 
throwing  it  into  Wells  of  hard  Waters  the 
bed  refin'd  in  Loaves  comes  back  to  the  Sugar- 
Colonies  from  England ,  fell  at  50  or  100 per 
Cent.  Advance,  and  are  of  common  Ufe  $  they 
muft  be  kept  dry,  a  hot  andmoift  Air  diffolv- 
ins  them, 

CP 

From  Moioffus,  DifUllcrs  make  a  clean 
Brandy,  and  it  gives  a  pretty  tailed  Spirit  to 
Malt  Liquors,  boiled  and  worked  in  the  Tun. 

Befides  Rum  and  Sugars,  they  have  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Ginger,  Aloes,  Tamarinds,  Citron, 
Gallia,  Coloquintida,  Caffava,  Limes,  Oran¬ 
ges,  Guavas,  Pine-Apples,  Mallick,  Cedar, 
Cotton  and  Palmeto  Trees,  prickled  Pear ; 
but  our  Apples  and  Pears,  nor  any  of  our 
Shrub- Fruits,  Goofc- berry  or  Currant,  will 
thrive.  Of  the  Potato  they  make  a  brisk  Small- 
beer,  called  Mob  by. 

About  two  or  three  years  ago,  the  low 
Price  of  Sugars,  that  had  reduced  and  be<t~ 
gar'd  the  Planters,  brought  on  a  Complaint, 
and  Bill  in  Parliament  in  their  favour.  They 
urged,  according  to  the  belt  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance,  that  the  northern  Colonies,  espe¬ 
cially 
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Weii-in-  dally  New-England,  being  Buffered  to  trade 
with  the  French  Iflands,  was  in  a  great  part 
the  Occafion  of  this,  and  a  Lofs  to  the  Na- 
tion ;  for  they  took  off  all  the  French  Mo- 
loffus,  which  before  they  had  no  ufe  for, 
but  fold  it  our  Iflands  at  very  low  Prices. 

The  French  therefore  were  helped  by  this 
Sale,  to  afford  their  Sugars  cheaper,  and  fail 
more  enabled  by  a  nearer  Way  of .Living ; 
by  the  Cuftoms  being  taken  off,  allowing  them 
to  go  thence  to  any  Market ,  and  other  En¬ 
couragements  to  underfell,  and  take  the  fo¬ 
reign  Markets  from  us,  who  were  clogged 
with  all  thofe  Inconveniencics. 

The  New* England  People  alledged,  their 
Trade  feemed  the  leaf!:  effential  Article  in  the 
Injury  complained  of ;  for  unlefs  our  Iflands 
found  means  to  take  off  the  other  Impedi¬ 
ments,  and  bring  their  Sugars  to  as  cheap,  or 
cheaper  Price  than  the  French  and  F)utchr 
they  would  be  the  fame  in  refped  to  foreign 
Markets  5  and  if  new  Grounds  are  better,  or 
more  wanted  in  Plantations,  there  are  enough 
at  Jamaica ,  St.  Chrijlopher  s,  & c.  to  redrels 
the  Evil.  But  this  is  not  in  their  View,  fay 
they  5  the  more  Lands  are  employed,  the  lefs 
will  be  the  Value  of  the  prefent  Eftates,  an 
jmpolitick Reduction  ofall  prodigal  Expences ; 
for  every  I(land  fmgiy,  reckon  their  Happinefs 
in  part,  not  from  the  flourilhing  Condition 
of  another,  but  from  Cafualties,  and  bad 
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Seafons ;  the  lefs  quantity  there  is  to  anfwer^^^ 
the  "Demand ,  the  higher  the  Brice* 

Barbados  fotmztly  ufed  to  buy  the  French 
and  Dutch  Sugars,  making  all  that  Trade 
go  through  their  own  hands*  till  in  17155 
laying  a  Duty  turned  the  Channel,  and  they 
would  now  make  up  that  overlight  by  im- 
pofing  their  own  Price  on  us. 

The  Northern  Colonies  deferve  Favour, 
they  think,  as  vaftly  fuperior  in  Number  and 
Trade,  take  off  more  of  the  Manufadures  of 
Englandiox.  themfelves,  and  their  Trade  with 
the  Indians ,  who  exchange  Furrs  and  Pelfry 
to  make  Hats  5  for  the  fame  Reafon,  they 
want  more  Moloffus  to  manufacture  among 
themfelves,  than  our  Iflands  can  fell,  or  if 
they  could,  cannot  take  off  one  quarter  of 
the  Lumber,  Horfes,  and  refufe  Fifh,  with 
which  we  trade  with  the  French ,  not  only 
for  Rum  and  Molofius  (which  may  as  well 
come  to  us  this  way,  as  through  their  hands) 
but  fometimes  alfo  Money ;  and  without 
which  we  have  no  means  of  purchafing,  nor 
could  get  rid  of  our  Produce  and  Induftry, 
which  is  very  unreafonable. 

’*  To  lay  a  Tax  of  fix-pence  a  Gallon  on 
French  Molofius,  is  the  fame  as  a  Prohibi¬ 
tion,  which  their  Country  cannot  fo  eafily 
bear.  They  take  20000  Hogfheads  a  year 
(each  100  Gallons)’  from  the  Dutch  and 
French ,  which  is  50000/.  whereas  they  have 
no  Specie  to  pay  it5  their  Currency  being  all 
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Barbados.  Paper,  and  that  but  30000/.  Befides,  It  would 
be  the  firft  Tax  on  a  charter’d  Colony  from 
England,  where  they  have  no  Reprefenta*- 
lives. 

Laftly ,  it  was  faid,  the  French  buy  their 
Negroes,  and  Sugar-Materials  (Mills,  Cop¬ 
pers,  &c.)  40 per  Cent .  dearer  than  us  1  there¬ 
fore  for  our  Iflands  to  fay  they  cannot  afford 
as  cheap,  is  to  fay,  they  will  not  abate  of 
their  Pride  and  Luxury,  but  help  to  maintain 
it  by  a  Tax  on  our  more  humble  Induftry. 


The  WEST-INDIES. 


Weft-in-  ''OR  a  general  Idea  of  the  IVeft-Indies s 


JL/  we  may  underftand  by  that  Term,  all 
the  Continent,  Sea,  and  Iflands,  from  Terra 
Firma  to  Florida ,  or  from  near  the  Equi¬ 
noctial  to  2S0  0  of  N.  Latitude ;  and  if  you 
Include  Bermudas ,  to  3  2 0  0 .  The  main  Land 
in  th  is  Circuit  divided  into  Spanifh  Provinces, 
is  more  peculiarly  called  the  Spanifh  Weft- In¬ 
dies,  they  poffe fling  all,  unlefs  to  the  South¬ 
ward  in  Guiana  and  Faria,  where  there  are 
a  few  Englifb,  Hutch,  and  French ,  inter- 
fperfed  on  the  Rivers  and  Coaft  of  Oronoko , 
Surinam,  and  Amazons . 

They  import  hence  to  Europe ,  befides 
Rum  and  Sugars,  great  quantities  of  Cocoa, 
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Indigo,  Cotton,  Logwood*  Ginger,  Lignum- 
vi txy  Cochineel,  Snuff,  Caflia,  Aloes,  Pi-  ies* 
mento,Tortoife-{hell,  Dyers,  and  other  W  ood, 
a  Variety  of  Drugs,  and  above  all,  prodigious 
Quantities  of  Plate,  and  feme  Gold. 

The  Klands  in  this  Sea  are  the  Charihhees , 
Sotovento ,  Antilles ,  and  Bahama . 

Charihhees  were  the  lefler  Antilles ,  about 
30  in  number,  whereof  the  French  have 
MartinicOj  St .  Lucia ,  Bartholomew , 
feada ,  Granaday  Marigalant ,  Guadalupe , 
and  Santa  Cruz.  To  the  Dutch  belong  in 
whole  or  part,  Saba,  Eujlatiay  St.  Vincent , 
and  Tobago ,  or  Tobacco  Ifland  j  fo  called, 
from  the  Plenty  of  that  Weed  there,  or  the 
Weed  fo  called,  as  firft  tranfplanted  thence. 
The  reft  are  Englifb ,  and  of  them  Barbados 
is  chief.  Others  next  of  Note  are  Ant  ego  a  y 
NeviSj  St.  Chriflopher  sy  and  Mont / err  at  ^ 
which  have  a  feparate  Governor,  (tiled  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Leeward  Klands;  their  principal. 
Produce  with  us,  is  Rum  and  Sugars;  but' 
the  French ,  befides  thefe,  cultivate  Cocoa.* 
and  Indigo  :  and  as  the  managing  of  more 
Lands  naturally  gives  Plenty,  and  makes 
room  for  an  Increafe  of  People,  the  French 
Policy  of  late  years  has  confiderably  in- 
creafed  their  Colonies  at  Mart  ini  co  and  FI  if - 
paniola  j  lome  lay  40000  fettled  there  at 
the  French  King’s  Expence,  with  the  Ad¬ 
dition  of  a  year’s  Maintenance,  to  coun¬ 
tenance  their  Miffijjlpi  Settlements,  and  thefe 
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Weil- in-  further  Views  of  drawing  over  Men's  Affee* 
am’  tions,  by  affording  Europeans  the  fVeJFIn™ 
dia  Commodities,  at  the  cheapeft  rate,  and 
ftrengthning  themfelves  againft  the  Relent- 
ment  of  any  who  difiike  it. 

In  fome  are  found  large  Caves  that  run 
half  a  Mile  under  ground,  fuppofed  the 
Dwelling-places  of  the  old  Natives,  who 
quickly  forfook  them  to  the  new  Inmates  $ 
the'  ©  ampler  fays,  he  met  fome  of  thefe  Cha - 
ribbees  at  St.  Lucia ,  and  St.  Vincent ,  and  o- 
thers  fay  the  like  oiCurafao  :  The  Name  im¬ 
ports  Cannibals ,  an  Inhumanity  charged  on 
them  at  the  Difcovery,  as  a  proper  Accufa- 
tion  for  Difpoffeflors, 

Sotovento  IJles  lie  E  S  E.  and  W  N  W. 
along  the  Terra  Firma ,  called  fo  becaufe  the 
Spaniards  in  their  Voyages  to  Mexico ,  make 
them  one  after  another  fub  vento  (to  Lee¬ 
ward.)  Of  thefe,  the  T)utch  have  Curafao, 
Oruba ,  and  Berraire.  The  Spaniard  the  o- 
thers,  {La  Trinidad,  and  Margarita ,  chief  5) 
from  whence,  and  the  Antilles ,  they  have 
of  late  years  very  much  infelled  this  Naviga¬ 
tion  with  their  Guard  le  G^r,eonfifcating  the 
English  Effeds  in  Reprifal,  it  is  fuppofed,  for 
the  Lois  of  their  Fleet  near  Mejjlna ,  1718. 

The  greater  Antilles  are,  Cuba ,  Hifpani - 
ola,  Tortorico ,  and  Jamaica  5  the  three  for¬ 
mer,  Spanifh . 

Cuba  is  principal  5  a  very  pleafant  and  flou- 
rifhing  Ifland,  the  Spaniard  building  and  im¬ 
proving 
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proving  for  Pofterity,  without  dreaming,  asWeft-in- 
the  Englifh  Planters  do,  of  any  other  Home.dies> 
They  make  the  beft  Sugars  in  the  Wefl-In - 
dies.  It  was  from  this  lfland,  ( Velafquezs 
Governor,)  that  Cortez  in  1518,  made  his 
Expedition  and  Conqueft  of  Mexico . 

The  Havana,  its  chief  Port  and  Town, 
is  efteemed  the  rich  eft  in  America  $  for  be- 
ftdes  its  own  valuable  Produce,  the  Spanifk 
Fleets  from  all  parts  on  the  Main ,  make  up 
here  in  their  return  to  Europe. 

The  Iflands  on  the  South  Side  of  it,  and 
the  Camaines ,  are  reforted  to  for  the  largeft 
and  beft  Turtle . 

Rorto-Rico,  and  Hifpaniola  (the  diminu¬ 
tive  of  Hifpania)  are  Elands  we  make,  in 
our  Paffage  to  Jamaica,  famous  of  late  for 
their  Guard  le  Coftas ,  Thefe  Privateering 
Fellows,  when  they  are  not  a&ing  by  law¬ 
ful  Commiftion,  they  know  the  Governor  s 
Mind,  and  bring  in  Ships  on  a  pretence  they 
are  trading  with  the  King  of  Spains  Subje&s 
in  a  clandeftine  and  prohibited  manner  5  if 
they  find  any  Pieces  of  Eight,  it  is  a  Con¬ 
demnation  5  an  Encouragement  in  fearching 
a  Ship,  to  depofite  fome  there  them  (elves: 

Or  if  this  Trick  fails,  they  are  yet  detained, 
and  on  various  Pretences  lengthned  out  with 
Law-fuits,  till  ruined.  We  called,  after  weigh¬ 
ing  from  Barbados,  at  Sanffio  ‘Domingo, 
the  chief  Town  of  Hifpaniola ,  where  we 
found  three  Englifh  Mailers  of  Ships  under 
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Weft-in-  thcfe  Hardships.  They  had  got  the  better  in 
&'ies*  Law,  but  with  fuch  Charge,  and  Delay,  that 
it  had  fpoiled  their  Ships  and  Voyages;  and 
left  that  fhould  not  do  it  effectually,  their 
Damages  are  againft  the  Captains  of  the  Pri¬ 
vateers,  who  are  perhaps  the  Governor  s  fer~ 
vile  Dependants,  and  not  worth  a  Groat. 

San  tit  o  ‘Domingo  Harbour  has  1 5  Fathom 
Water  at  the  Bar,  and  the  Entrance  defended 
by  feveral  Batteries.  The  Town  is  the  RefT 
dence  of  an  Areh-Bifhop,  and  a  Prefident  from 
Spain ,  who  lives  in  a  Houfe  that  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  and  occupied  by  Chriflopher 
Columbus  himfelf.  To  this  Officer  (on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  prior  Settlement)  Appeals  come 
from  all  the  Spanifk  IVefi-India  Iftands* 
whole  Sentence  is  definitive,  unlcfs  called 
by  a  particular  Commiffion  to  Old  Spain . 
They  buy  their  Places,  it  feems,  and  confe- 
quently  execute  them  o.ppreffively. 

The  Eland  isdiminilhed  of  its  Inhabitants, 
for  this,  or  a  fecurer  and  better  Settlement 
on  the  Continent  3  fo  that  the  French  now, 
about  Vet  it  Guavas ,  equal,  if  not  outnum¬ 


ber  them,  tho’  both  toga  her  are  vaftly  fhort 
of  what  its  Extent  and  Fertility  deferves. 
A  Soil  that  produces  any  thing  5  tbfcir  Sea 
and  Rivers  full  of  Filh,  and  the  Country 
fpread  with  Forefts  of  Cabbage  and  Palm- 


Trees,  in  which  arc  prodigious  Numbers  of 
wild  Hog  and  Beef,  which  the  Hunters  of 
different  Nations  at  certain  Seafcns  fnootu 
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the  latter  for  their  Hides  5  and  the  Pork,  they^ftr 
jerk  (as  they  call  it)  that  is,  drip  it  from  the 
Bones,  and  then  falting  the  Plefh  a  little,  dry 
it  in  the  Sun. 

Bahamas ,  fo  called  from  the  Principal,  or 
Lucayes  from  Lucayone  (new  Providence , 
the  larged  of  them)  where  the  English  have 
a  Governor :  They  are  noted  for  a  dangerous 
and  rapid  Chanel,  commonly  called  theGulph 
of  Florida ,  through  which  the  Spanish  Fleets 
always  take  their  Paffage  to  Europe ,  and  are 
frequently  fhipwrecked. 

The  Pyrates  often  take  their  rife  here,  or 
if  not,  feldo.ni  fail  in  the  Co  uric  of  their 
Adventures  to  vifit  thefe  Seas.  There  are 
Multitudes  of  little  Iflands  and  Kays,  befides 
this  Divifion  above, that  afford  Refrefhments  of 
wild  Hog,  Cow,  Goat,  Sheep,  Parrots, Guanas, 
Turtle,  and  Fifh  5  many  of  them  uninhabited* 
and  feldom,  viflted  but  on  that  account, 
whereby  they  are  a  natural  and  good  Seen* 
rity.  The  Sailor,  when  he  would  exprefs 
the  Intricacy  of  any  Path-way,  Ailing  it  the 
Caribbees 

They  commonly  make  their  Beginning 
here  after  this  manner  5  when  any  Spanifi 
Ship  is  wrecked  in  Florida ,  the  Jamaicans. 
fit  out  Vefiels  to  fifh  upon  her,  (the  bed  I  be-* 
lievc,  being  always  pleas’d  with  going  (hares 
in  fuch  Voyages,  which  may  be  judged  of  by 
their  Treatment  of  the  Galleon  cad  away 
on  jamaica}  a  very  few  Years  ago),  and  dif- 
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pute  a  Right  of  Plunder  with  the  Spaniard 
himfelf,  who  is  alfo  fitted  from  th o.  Havana 
on  thefe  Accidents,  to  recover  what  they 
can  5  the  Conteft  therefore  is  with  various 
Fortune,  and  fometimes  turns  to  a  bad  ac¬ 
count. 

Our  Logwood-Cutters  from  Campechy  and 
Honduras ,  who  have  been  unfortunate  by 
the  frequent  Vifits  of  the  Spaniards  to  de-? 
firoy  that  Trade,  remove  hither,  or  thofe  to 
them,  to  confult  of  Reparations  to  their  bro¬ 
ken  Fortunes.  Saunterers  alfo,  who  are 
turtling  from  different  Parts,  do  all  together 
make  a  confiderable  Refort  fometimes,  and 
being  prompted  to  Revenge  for  the  Injuries 
fiiftaincd,  they  combine  and  furnifh  out  a 
little  Sloo^^tih^sagainfithematfirji^  who 
finding  little  come  by  confining  their  fV ays 
and  Means  to  the  Spaniards  only,  who  fail 
in  Fleets,  they  fall  at  laft  on  any  Nation  3 
the  Tranfition  being  eafy  from  a  Buccanier 
to  a  Pyratej  from  plundering  for  others,  to 
do  it  for  themfelves. 

Thefe  Logwood-Cutters, (fince  mentioned) 
I  muft  obferve,  were  originally  fettled  at  the 
Bay  of  Campechy ,  but  with  a  contefted  Right 
that  made  it  hazardous,  the  Spaniard  oppo«? 
ding  the  Legality,  and  when  uppermoft,  treat¬ 
ing  them  as  Pyrates,  which  our  People  have 
frequently  returned  again  with  Intereft.  It 
was  taken  1659,  by  Sir  C hr  ifi  op  her  Mins.  In 
1078  again3  by  the  English  and  French  PiT* 
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vateers;  and  what  Licence  the  Peace  of 

dies 

irecht  gave,  I  am  uncertain,  but  they  are 
fince  drove  out,  and  now  fupport  themfelves 
with  their  Arms  at  the  Bay  of  Honduras . 

They  are  about  500  (Merchants  and  Slaves,) 
and  have  taken  up  their  Refidence  at  a  Place 
called  Barcaderas, about  40  Miles  up  a  narrow 
River  full  of  Alligators  5  and  what  is  a  greater 
Inconvenience  againft  tranfporting  their  Ef¬ 
fects,  is  a  ftrong  Current  in  it  from  the  Freffies 
up  Land,  and  the  Banks  being  covered  with 
Shrubs,  that  makes  it  difficult  to  walk  and 
tow  the  Boats  5  covered  alfo  with  infinite 
Numbers  of  Sand-Flies,  and  Muskitos.  They 
live  in  Pavilions  j  a  Servant  at  their  time  of 
lying  down  to  reft,  {baking  them  till  cleared 
of  thefe  Vermin,  that  are  an  unfufferable 
Plague  and  Impediment  to  Sleep. 

At  the  Seafon  (once  a  year)  they  move 
their  Pavilions  from  the  pleafurable  Spots, 
the  better  to  attend  the  Logwood  cutting*, 


which  carries  them  fometimes  many  Miles 
from  this  principal  Refidence,  to  follow  the 
Wood,  which  runs  in  a  Line  or  Vein  (like 
Minerals  in  the  Earth)  of  fome  Miles  perhaps, 
and  then  as  many,  without  a  Stick  of  it. 
They  cut  it  into  large  Pieces,  and  leave  it  on 
the  Ground  till  the  Land-Flood  favours  their 
bringing  it  into  the  River,  and  then  Canoos 
are  laden  away  with  it,  to  lay  in  (lore  at 
Barcaderas ,  where  the  Chief  are  {till  left 
refiding. 

F  \  They 
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They  have  all  good  Arms,  and  knowing 
the  Spanijh  Clemency,  defend  themfelves 
defperately,  if  attacked  5  which  has  happened 
feldomer  than  at  Carnpechy,  and  always  by 

Sea* 

- 

A  Servant,  which  is  the  firft  Step  with  Sea¬ 
men  into  the  Trade,  is  hired  at  a  Tun  of  Log¬ 
wood  per  Month,  and  has  one  Day  in  feven 
for  himfelf,  making  together  about  10/.  a 
Month  to  him  5  hence,  if  thoughtful  and 
fobcr,  they  in  time  become  Mailers,  join 
Stock,  and  trade  independently.  They  have 
a  King,  chofe  from  among  their  Body,  and 
his  Confort  is  filled  Queen,  agreeing  to  fomp 
Laws  by  common  Corifent,  as  a  Guide  to 
them. 

The  Ships  that  come  into  the  Bay,  are 
on  their  Guard  alfo,  fetch  it  down  in  flat-bot¬ 
tomed  Boats,  each  Crew  being  allowed  on 
the  Voyage,  a  Bottle  of  Rum  and  feme  Su¬ 
gar,  aijd  row  generally  in  the  Night,  as  free- 
eft  from  thole  flinging  Flies,  and  reft  in  the 
Day. 

The  Exchange  with  Ships  is  for  Money, 
Beer,  Flower,  or  any  fort  of  Provifions  and 
Neceffarics  j  thefe,  the  cunningeft  referve  in 
Store  again  it  the  W  ants  and  Demands  of  the 
Inconfiderate,  and  fo  make  extraordinary 
Returns, 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  conclude  this 
Head  with  an  Obfervation  or  two  on  the 

Chin- 
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Channel  and  Current  of  Florida ,  which  I^eft-in* 
fubmit  to  the  more  Skilful.  ies* 

This  Gulph  is  as  dangerous  a  Navigation 
as  any  known  ,*  the  Spaniards  often  ex¬ 
perience  it,  becaufe  its  an  Addition  to  the 
Danger,  that  they  have  unwieldy  Ships,  and 
lubberly  Seamen.  We  commit  Errors,  I 
imagine,  by  oar  common  Charts,  which  lay 
down  the  Channel  double  the  Breadth  it  is  5 
the  moft  intelligent  in  the  Paffage  having  al¬ 
lured  me,  it  is  not  above  1 6  or  1 8  Leagues 
over;  and  therefore  when- a  Storm  happens* 
build  on  a  falfe  Suppofition.  / 

The  Spaniard  is  likewife  over-careful  to  be  / 
fafe  5  the  nicer  Obfervations  made  on  Shoals* 
Currents,  or  Winds,  either  here  or  in  the 
Bay,  when  and  how  to  make  them  advan¬ 
tageous,  are  from  an  imagined  Security  a- 
gainfl:  any  maritime  Power,  committed  only 
to  their  Admiral  (according  to  common  Re¬ 
port)  whofe  Light  the  Fleet  are  to  follow  ^ 
and  for  their  better  Recovery  of  any  fhip- 
wrecked  Cargo  in  the  Gulph,  (frequent  in 
lofing  the  Admiral,)  they  have  a  Garrifon 
at  St,  Augufline ,  on  the  Florida  Shore,  a 
barren  Spot  where  they  are  almoft  harved, 
and  which  would  not  be  worth  keeping  bur 
for  this.  Ships  and  Veffels  may,  and  often 
have  failed  through  this  Channel  from  the  N 
End  to  Cuba ,  or  the  Bay  of  Mexico ,  not- 
withftanding  the  common  Opinion,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Current,  that  is  againif  it.  They 
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keep  the  Bahama  Chore  aboard,  Shoals  of  a 
great  Extent,  fprinkled  with  rocky  Iflands 
fo  low,  there  is  very  little  Safety  to  thofe 
unhappy  Men  who  are  call  away  upon  them; 
yet  at  feveral,  there  are  anchoring  Places^ 
and  frefh  Water  found. 

They  meet  the  Wind  in  Summer,  for  the 
greateftpart  of  the  Channel,  Eafterly  $  which 
with  a  counter  Current  in  (bore,  pufhes  them 
through  eafily  ;  much  the  better  way  for  any 
fudden  Attack  upon  the  Havana  (a  glorious 
Attempt  in  time  of  War)  becaufe  they  can¬ 
not  difcover  you,  like  as  in  the  other  Path 
from  Jamaica ,  where  by  Beacons,  they  can 
gain  an  Intelligence  of  150  Leagues  in  a  very 
fhort  Space  of  time,  and  fo  be  the  better  pre¬ 
pared. 

In  order  to  the  laying  down  my  Sentiment 
on  the  Florida  Current,  I  fhall  premife  the 
Eads  and  Obfervations  of  our  Pilots  in  re¬ 
lation  to  this  Gulph,  and  that  of  Mexico , 
which  have  a  Dependency  as  to  the  Caufe 
of  it,  with  each  other. 

1.  This  Stream  goes  conftantly  out  to  the 
Northward  in  mid  Channel,  its  Force  having 
fome  refpect  (like  Tides  in  other  Channels) 
to  the  Moon  and  to  the  Winds  $  with  a 
counte  r  Current,  or  at  leaft  a  Stillnefs  of  the 
Water  in  fhore,  that  will  enable  a  Ship  to 
turn  through,  be  the  middle  Stream  never  fo 
ftrong  5  the  fame  as  in  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar , 
where  tho  the  Current  is  continually  into 
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the  Mediterranean ,  Ships  may  work  through, 
keeping  the  Shore  aboard.  tUwJ 

2.  The  Current  which  goes  out  here,  fets 
for  the  moft  part  into  the  Gulph  of  Mexico , 
between  the  two  Capes  of  Conentes  and  Ca- 
toche ,  with  counter  Currents  in  fhore  j  tho* 
not  always  fo,  the  Pilots  having  oblerved 
them  Prong  to  the  Eaft,  new,  and  full 
Moons. 

3 .  As  to  the  Bay  of  Mexico  it  felf,  there 
are  every  where  Currents  round  it  various 
and  uncertain,  as  to  the  Point  they  run  on, 
or  time  of  Continuance,  efpecially  on  the 
Apalachian  Side  where  it  is  fafeft  Popping 
in  the  Night,  and  up  Anchor  only,  in  the 
Day*  That  thefe  Currents  are  lefs  difccrni- 
ble  the  farther  from  fhore,  and  for  the  moft 
part,  bend  to  the  Trend  of  the  Lands  5  that  is, 
when  you  have  rounded  GapeG^r^,  it  fets 
Weft  ward,  open  with  Campechy  Bay  to  the 
Southward:  From  VeraCruz  in  190  0  to  the 
Latitude  of  28 09  it  runs  to  the  Northward, 
and  thence  round  the  Bay  to  the  Eaftward  5 
more  perceptible,  I  fay, the  nearer  fhore, becaufe 
bounded,  and  makes  the  Tides  in  the  Rivers. 

4.  The  Rivers  of  Georgia ,  and  Carolina 
(next  Coaft  to  Florida  Northward  have  as 
regular  Tides  as  the  Thames.  So  again,  in 
the  Bay  of  Honduras  Southward,  whofe  Re* 
flux,  it  muft  be  taken  notice,  makes  a  Nor¬ 
thern  Current. 
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Now  to  fum  up  all,  in  order  to  account 
for  the  Current  of  Florida ,  which  feems  to 
me  only  this,  that  more  of  the  Flood  is 
propagated  into  the  Bay  of  Mexico ,  by  that 
Paftage  made  from  the  Weft  End  of  Cuba, 
and  Shore  of  Tucatan  5  and  more  of  the  Ebb 
by  the  Chanel  of  Florida ,  and  for  thefe 
Reafons. 

The  Gulph  of  Mexico  receives  many  and 
large  Rivers,  whofe  Mouths  together  carry 
fome  proportion  with  the  Chanel  of  Florida  5 
and  confidefd  as  a  litti z  Mediterranean  Sea, 
the  Flood  in  it  muft  have  a  more  remarkable 
andftrongEbb:  which  ftiews  it  felf  rather 
here,  jirfC  becaufe  the  Make  of  the  Lands 
gives  a  freer  Opening  and  Tendency  of  the 
Waters  that  way.  Second ,  The  Length  and 
Contradion  of  the  Channel,  makes  it  more 
vifible  and  conftant,and  is  the  Continuance  of 
thofe  River-Streams  (that  difembogue  in  the 
Bay)  even  till  it  meets  with  the  Tide  to  the 
Northward,  which  checks,  like  as  at  them, 
and  produces  a  counter  Current  along  fhore  : 
for  we  mayobferve,  that  aitho'  the  Current 
goes  conftantly  out  in  the  Channel,  yet  at  the 
Me  of  Fr  evidence  contiguous  to  it  almoft, 
the  Tides  are  alternate  and  regular.  Third , 
The  Winds  at  Eaft  are  more  favourable  to 
the  Exit  than  the  Trade ,  which  lets  in  di- 
re&ly  at  the  other  Paftage,  and  while  it  helps 
the  Flood  there, is  at  the  lame  time  an  Obftacle 
10  its  Return  s  to  which  affifts  alfo  that 

North- 
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Northern  Current  from  the  Bay  of  Hondu-  Weft-in- 
ras ;  nor  will  it  be  fo  perceptible  there,  be-dles” 
caufe  what  Reflux  is,  opens  to  a  wider  Sea 
immediately,  and  probably  had  been  the 
fame  at  Florida,  if  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  had 
open’d  without  fuch  Reftraint  to  the  main 
Ocean  dire&ly. 

On  this  Suppofition,  the  Variety  and  Un¬ 
certainty  of  Currents  in  the  Bay,  and  the 
greater  or  lefs  Rapidity  in  the  Chanel,  will 
depend  much  on  the  Winds  without ;  and  as 
they  are  dry  or  wet  Seafons  at  Land,  new 
and  full  Moons  fhould  influence  the  Strength 
of  the  Stream  j  and  hard  Gales  concurring 
at  N.  or  N  E.  among  the  Bahamas ,  fhould 
fiacken  it  there,  and  promote  an  Eaftern  Cur¬ 
rent  at  the  other  Paflage. 


J  A  MAI  C  A. 

FI  M  A  I  C  Fl,  Called  St.  JagO  by  do-  Jamaica. 


J  lumbus ,  and  was  altered  by  King  James 
11.  it  being  a  Compound  of  his  Name,  and 
Ca  an  I  (land.  The  chief  Town  is  called  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega  (by  the  Englifh ,  Spanish - 
Town.)  Here  the  Governor  refides.  Courts 
are  held,  and  the  Affembly  (chofe  as  at  Bar¬ 
bados)  meet  to  ena£t  Laws  for  the  civil  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Ifland  5  which  confequently 


draws 


234  ^  Voyage  to  Guinea* 

Jamaica,  draws  the  greateft  Refort  of  People,  On  ac¬ 
count  either  of  Bufinefs  or  Pleafure. 

It  was  built  about  1590*  plunder’d  by  feme 
English  Privateers  under  on cJackfon}in  1638, 
and  in  1657  the  whole  Ifland  was  reduced 
by  Ten  zn&Venahles:  The  favourite  Families 
of  thofe  Days,  ( Bradshaws ,  Iretons ,  Axtells ,) 
1  believe,  fharing  the  Eftates  >  io  warm  a  Cli¬ 
mate  with  Hurricanes,  Earthquakes,  and  dry 
Belly-achs,  was  a  due  Preparation.  This  Town 
of  St .  Jago  is  irregular,  and  low  built,  to  fe- 
cureit  againft  Storms  5  even  the  Governor's,  or 
what  they  call  the  King’s  Houfe,  is  but  a 
Ground  Floor,  and  makes  one  fide  of  a  Qua¬ 
drangle,  with  a  Parade,  where  all  Gentle¬ 
men  meet  to  tranfact  their  Bufinefs  j  the  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Factors  for  diftant  Planters,  and 
the  Officers  civil  and  military,  do  together 
make  a  confiderable  Number,  dividing  in  the 
Evenings  to  Parties  of  Dancing,  Gaming,  or 
Drinking,  and  generally  to  a  publick  Houfe, 
to  avoid  the  Obligation  of  Returns  and  Treats, 
very  coftly  in  this  Country. 

Kmgjion,  at  the  upper  End  of  Tort  Royal 
Harbour,  the  Place  of  lading  and  unlading 
almoft  all  Ships  to  and  from  the  Ifland  i  is 
in  my  eye,  preferable  to  the  former.  The 
Streets  are  wide,  and  more  regular,  to  face 
the  Sea-Breezes,  and  the  crofs  Streets  at  right 
Angles,  that  the  Air  may  have  as  little  In¬ 
terruption  as  poffible  j  a  Convenience  that 
cannot  be  too  much  meditated  in  fo  hot  a 

Climate  j 
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Climate :  for  the  Land-Breezes  failing  be-Jamaic3» 
times  in  the  Morning,  you  have  it  exceffively 
hot ,  all  Creatures  languish  and  faint  till  the 
Sea  one  fucceeds,  which  will  not  be  till  tea 
a  clock,  fometimes  eleven,  or  later,  and  may 
be  efteemed  the  Life  of  the  Wand,  difpelling 
thofe  impure  Vapors,  continually  exhaled 
from  the  Mountains,  and  refreshing  and 
rowfing  the  animal  Nature,  from  Backgam-  1 
men  or  Loitering,  to  Bufinefs. 

The  Harbour  is  fpacious  here,  and  the  Ships 
lie  Land-locked  5  but  the  Peninfula  that 
covers  them  from  the  Sea  being  low  and  nar¬ 
row,  they  are  not  fo  fafe  againfl:  Storms  as 
one  would  imagine* 

From  hence  to  Spanifh-Town9  when  cal¬ 
led  on  any  Law-fuit  or  Bufmefs,  they  take 
Boat  to  Tajjfage-Fort  on  the  other  fide,  3 
fmall  River  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Harbour, 
where  are  three  or  four  Houfes  that  furniffi 
Paffengers  for  the  Journey  (6  Miles)  at  20  s9 
a  Coach,  or  5  s.  a  Horfe,  and  are  rarely  with¬ 
out  Cuftomers  5  the  Calls  in  Traffick  are  fo 
frequent. 

cPort- Royal,  which  makes  up  with  the  for¬ 
mer  two,  all  the  Towns  of  Note  on  the 
whole  Wand,  is  on  the  Starboard  Entrance 
of  the  Harbour.  The  Road  before  it  is  rec¬ 
koned  good  holding  Ground,  and  fenced  from 
Southerly  Winds,  by  fandy  Kays  without. 

The  Town  it  felf  ftandson  fuch  a  fandy  Kay, 
not  much  above  the  Surface  of  the  Water, 

and 
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and  contains  no  more  Ground  than  holds  the 
Buildings,  and  the  Fort  contiguous  wifh  ic 
on  the  outer  Point ;  which,  with  a  Line,  or 
Rampart  of  Guns  to  the  Sea,  (together  about 
100)  is  their  chief  Defence.  Under  the  Fort 
is  a  little  Nook,  or  Bay,  called  Chocolate! 
Hole ,  where  we  have  a  Hulk  lies  for,  clean¬ 
ing  Ships.  _  /  .  W 

Tort-Royal  ha$  differed  remarkably  every 
ten  years,  for  thirty  pad.  In  1 692,  an  Earths 
quake  funk  above  half  the  Town  5  the  Rub* 
bifh  of  thofe  Buildings  being  dill  feen  under 
Water,  in  the  fhallow  Channel  that  now  con¬ 
tinues  to  divide  it  from  the  Main.  In  1702, 
itwasburnt  down.  In  1712,  Augufi  28th; 
happened  a  dreadful  Hurricane.  And  now, 
Augujt  28th,  1722,  a  more  dreadful  one, 
that  befides  the  Damage  it  fpread  over  mod 
parts  of  the  Ifland,  did  here  in  particular 
fplit  the  Caftle,  lay  the  Church  and  two 
thirds  of  the  Town  flat,  burying  three  or  four 
hundred  People  in  the  Ruins;  but  the  Terror 
and  Defolation  may  deferve  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  Defcription. 

For  fan  hac  olim  meminiffe  juvabit . 
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HURRICANES: 

) 

TH  E  Weft- Indians  agree,  that  Auguft Harrianc!; 

and  September  is  the  Seafon  to  expert 
them.  They  are  incredible  Tempefts  of 
Wind,  whofe  Fury,  neither  Ships,  Mails, 

Trees,  or  Buildings  can  refill.  They  come 
a  Day  or  two  before  the  full  or  new  Moon 
pext  the  Autumnal  Equinox,  and  give  War¬ 
ning  by  a  preceding  unufual  Swell  of  Water. 

They  are  of  no  great  Extent,  but  blow  within 
a  Chanel  as  it  were,  one  Ifland  feeling  it, 
when  the  next  (within  20  Leagues  perhaps) 
has  no  Share?  and  are,  if  not  peculiar,  rarely 
met  with  out  of  the  Weft- Indies . 

The  Caufe,  as  gueffed  at,  is  Plenty  of  elas¬ 
tic  Vapors  on  the  Terra  Firma  (whence  they 
all  blow)  with  which  confpire  at  this  time  of 
year,  the  united  Force  of  the  Sun  and  Moon, to 
give  their  Explofion  a  greater  Force ,  to  this 
alfo  may  contribute,  fubterraneous  Heats  and 
Mountains:  and  if  fuch  different  Effiuvias  as 
conftitute  the  Matter  of  a  Hurricane,  can  be 
fupplied  to  the  Chanel  it  blows  in,  crefcit 
eundo . 

This  Opinion  feems  confirmed,  fir  ft,  from 
the  Points  of  the  Compafs  they  blow  on  (S  E. 
and  S  S  E.)  and  never  without  fide  the  Con- 
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>tment  at  Cape  Roque  $  for  that  Length  the 
uninterrupted  Trade-Wind  is  a  Barrier,  and 
from  which  thefe  Storms,  by  the  Pofition  of 
Lands  and  Mountains,  are  neceflarily  a  De- 
fieftion.  Second ,  iEquinoftial  Gales,  we 
know,  are  every  where  obferved  to  happen, 
and  afcribed  to  the  greater  Agitation  of  Air, 
by  Heat  in  a  greater  Orbj  when  therefore 
the  Northern  Suns  have  fo  long  together 
been  attracting,  and  at  the  fame  time  chop¬ 
ping,  and  opening  the  Earth  for  a  freer 
Emiflion  of  nitrous,  fulphurous,  and  eiaftic 
Particles,  no  wonder  the  conjoined  Forces  of 
the  Planets  there,  fhould  now  and  then  put 
them  in  execution. 

The  urefent  Hurricane  was  aWeek  after  our 

A* 

Arrival  \  began  at  eight  in  the  Morning,  two 
Days  before  the  Change  of  the  Moon,  gave 
at  lead:  4S  Hours  notice,  by  a  noify  break¬ 
ing  of  the  Waves  upon  the  Kays-,  very  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  Breeze,  a  continued  Swells 
without  Reflux  of  the  Water  >  and  the  two 
Nights  preceding,  prodigious  Lightnings  and 
Thunder,  which  all  the  old  experienced  Men 
foretold  would  be  a  Hurricane  j  or  that  one 
already  had  happened  at  no  great  diftance. 

I  was  aflioreat  Tort-Royal ,  and  found  all 
the  Pilots  returned  from  the  Windward  part 
of  the  Ifland,  (where  they  cuftomarily  attend 
the  coming  down  of  Ships,)  and  obferving  up¬ 
on  the  unufual  Intumefcence  of  the  Waters 
fo  great  the  Day  before*  and  beat  fo  high. 
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that  our  Boats  could  notpoffibly  put  on  fhoreHurrican^ 
at  Gun  Kay  to  take  the  Men  off  that  were 
fet  there,  to  the  Number  of  twenty,  for 
trimming  up  our  Cask  5  themfelves  making 
Signals  not  to  attempt  it.  Betimes  next  Mor¬ 
ning,  the  Wind  began  in  Fiurrys  at  NE.  and 
flew  quickly  round  to  S  E.  and  S  S  E.  where 
it  continued  the  Strefs  of  the  Storm,  bring¬ 
ing  fuch  Quantities  of  Water,  that  our  little 
liland  was  overflowed  4  foot  at  leaft  5  fo  that 
what  with  the  fierce  driving  of  Shingles 
(wooden  Staves  ufed  inftead  of  Tiling  upoa 
their  Houfes)  about  our  Ears,  and  the  Water 
floating  their  Boats,  empty  Hogfheads,  and 
Lumber  about  the  Streets,  thole  without 
doors  were  every  Moment  in  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  knocked  on  the  Head,  or  carried  away 
by  the  Stream.  Within  it  was  worfe,for  the 
Waters  Tapping  the  Foundations,  gave  con¬ 
tinual  and  juft  Apprehenfions  of  the  Houfes 
falling,  as  in  effed  half  of  them  did,  and 
buried  their  Inhabitants :  Nor  indeed  after 
the  Storm  had  began,  was  it  fafe  to  open  a 
Door,  efpecially  fuch  as  faced  the  Wind,  left 
it  fhould  carry  the  Roofs  off  5  and  efcaping 
thence,  there  was  no  place  of  Retreat,  we 
remaining  in  a  very  melancholly  Scituation 
both  from  Wind  and  Water,  The  ^Perils 
of  falfe  Brethren  was  nothing  to  it. 

It  may  be  worth  notice,  what  became 
of  the  Purfer  in  this  common  Danger;  I 
was  regardkfs  at  firft^  as  fufpedmg  more  of 

Th? 
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Uurricanes.Ximidity  in  the  People,  till  finding  my  felf 
left  alone  Proprietor  of  a  fhaking  old  Houfe, 
the  Streets  full  of  Water  and  Drift,  with 
Shingles  flying  about  like  Arrows  3  I  began 
to  meditate  a  little  more  ferioufly  upon  my 
Safety,  and  would  have  compounded  all  my 
Credit  in  the  Vi&ualling,  my  Hoops,  and 
Bags,  for  one  Acre  (as  Gonzalo  fays  in  the 
Tempeft )  of  barren  Ground,  long  Heathy  or 
brown  Furze,  to  have  trod  dry  upon. 

Our  Neighbours  had  retreated  towards  the 
Church,  as  the  ftrongeft  Building,  and  higheft 
Ground,  which  I  was  luckily  too  late  to  re¬ 
cover  5  but  endeavouring  to  ftem  upwards 
for  a  fafer  Station,  was  taken  into  a  Houfe 
in  the  lower  Street,  with  an  old  Woman 
wading  in  the  fame  manner  from  her  ru¬ 
ined  Habitation. 

We  were  no  fooner  in,  but  new  Fears  of 
this  alfo  falling,  thruft  us  into  the  Yard  (the 
Water  then  at  eleven  a  clock,  bread  high) 
where  we  helped  one  another  upon  a  low 
Brick-built  Out* houfe,  that  being  more  out 
of  the  Wind,  and  furrounded  with  others, 
kept  the  Waters  ftilh  The  unhappinefs  of 
thofe  who  fuffered  in  ftronger,  was  their 
facing  the  Wind,  which  brought  the  Sea  up¬ 
on  them  with  violence.  A  Platform  of  one 
and  twenty  Guns  and  Mortars  were  drove 
fome  of  them  to  the  Market-place  3  the  two 
Lines  ofHoufes  next  the  Sea,  with  theChurch, 
were  undermined  and  levelled  with  the  Tor¬ 
rent, 
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rent,  and  in  their  ruin  was  our  Safety  $  forJamaiG3> 
altho’  we  had  a  greater  Depth,  they  were  by 
fuch  a  Bank  made  motionlefs.  The  whole 
Rife  of  the  Water  Was  computed  at  1 6  or  18 
foot,  very  admirable  at  a  Place  where  it  is  not 
ordinarily  obferved  to  flow  above  one  or  two* 

At  5  in  the  Evening  the  Waters  abated^ 
and  with  fo  quick  a  Retreat  as  to  leave  the 
Streets  dry  before  6 ;  when  every  one  was 
congratulating  his  own  Safety  in  Condolan- 
ties  upon  the  Lofs  of  their  Friends.  Of  5  o  Sail 
in  this  Harbour,  only  4  Men-of-War  and  2 
Merchant-Ships  fid  it  out,  but  with  all  their 
Mails  and  Booms  bioWn  away.  All  the  Men 
ive  left  atGun  Kay  were  walked  off  and  perifll* 
ed,  except  one  Indian  that  drove  into  Harbour 
upon  a  broken  Gallows  that  had  been  there 
ere&ed.  Wrecks,  and  drowned  Men  were 
every  where  feen  along  Ihore  j  general  Com¬ 
plaints  of  Lofs  at  Land  (leafl:  at  St.  Jago )  v 
which  made  it  a  melancholy  Scene,  and  to 
finifh  the  Misfortune,  the  Slacknefs  of  the 
Sea-Breezes,  Calms,  and  Lightning,  Aagna- 
ting  Waters^;  Broods  of  Infedls  thence,  and  a 
Shock  or  two  of  Earthquake  that  lucceeded 
tdthe  Hurricane,  combined  to  fpread  a  bane¬ 
ful  Influence,  and  brought  on  a  contagious 
Diftemper,  fatal  for  feme  Months  through, 
the  Illand.  There  being  no  Volcanos,  the 
Earthquakes  felt  here  are  always  alter  great 
Rains,  on  a  parched  Earth  that  admits  theif 
Penetration  5  and  poflibly  nigher  the  C#afl* 
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Jamaica.  as  at  ^port-Royal,  may  be  from  the  Sea  in 
a  long  Procefs  of  time  undermining  in  fome 
manner  a  looie  Earth,  or  finding  in  its  deep 
Recefies  new  Caverns  5  or  fubterranean  Heats 
working  towards  them,  the  dreadful  Com 
reft  flhocks. 

In  December  following,  for  we  were  de¬ 
tained  fome  Months  in  the  Repair  of  Dama¬ 
ges  received,  another  or  two  Shocks  were 
felt  i  and  at  the  End  of  the  Month,  as 
their  proper  Seafon,  came  on  what  they  call 
fiery  Breezes >  ftrong  Gales  from  Sea3  that 
hold  out  often  againft  the  Land-Breezes , 
fix  or  feven  Days  together  5  they  are  pre~ 
fignified  by  a  hazy  Horizon,  and  portentous 
of  a  whole  fome  Seaforn 

Norths ,  are  counter  to  thefe  5  they  blow 
at  uncertain  Periods,  ftrong  and  cool  from 
the  Mountains  5  the  People  (hut  their  Doors, 
and  button  up  clofe  againft  it,  and  the  Im¬ 
purities  the  Air  has  been  experienced  to  be 
loaded  with  from  that  Quarter*  We  had  one 
of  thefe  Gales  the  latter  End  of  September , 
and  two  Days  after,  quick  Shocks  of  Thun¬ 
der  and  Lightning,  which  fplit  a  Sloop's 
Maft,  and  the  Flag-Staff  at  the  Caftle  in 
pieces* 

On  ChrifimasADay  we  had  a  Meteor  in 
this  Horizon,  that  appeared  to  be  a  Ball  of 
Fire,  trailed  along  to  a  quarter  of  the  Com- 
pafs,  from  N  N  E.  dropping  Balls  in  the 
Track,  that  were  fuddenly  extinguifhed.  The 

fame 
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fame  I  believe  we  call  Falling-Stars,  unlefs  Jamaiea* 
larger,  and  a  more  tranfverfe  Defcent.  A(- 
tronomers  fuppofe  them  fulphurous  Bodies, 
fet  on  fire  by  the  Sun,  tho’  eclipfed  till  he 
is  fet. 

To  Return  to  the  Ifland  :  The  Englifb 
Gentlemen  are  preferable  to  the  Womens 
for  the  moft  part,  of  a  genteel  Education* 
and  emulous  in  a  Magnificence  of  Living* 
but  true  Republicans  in  the  Difpofition  s  a 
Stranger  unconcerned  in  Bufinefs,  very  dif¬ 
ficultly  tailing  any  other  Hofpitality  than  his 
Landlady’s. 

Bitts  of  y  d  T 


Dinner  —  —  5 

A  Bottle  of  Small-Beer  - •  1 

A  Bottle  of  Ale  — -  -  4 

Coffee  per  Di(h  —  —  1 

A  Quart  of  Rum  Punch  —  4 

Lodging  per  Night  — - —  8 


Ordinaries  are  filled  with  a  Mixture  of  Land 
and  Seafaring  People,  who  have  three  or  four 
forts  of  Cookery  at  Dinner,  and  each  a  Pint 
of  Madeira ,  with  a  Defart  of  Guavas,  and  c- 
ther  infipid  or  ill-tafted  Fruit.  One  of  our 
Diflhes  is  frequently  Turtle ,  much  efteemcd 
in  this  part  of  the  World,  and  are  fupplied 
to  the  Market  here  by  Sloops,  and  fold  at  a 
Bitt  a  Pound*  like  other  Flefh  5  now  alfo 

Q^  2  in** 
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Jamaica,  increafed  to  a  tolerable  Plenty,  by  the  Plant¬ 
ers  having  let  apart  Servants,  Pens,  and  Paf 
ture-Grounds,  for  rearing  up  all  kindsofDo- 
meftick  Animals,  in  which  of  late  Years  they 
have  found  their  account ;  our  Ships  Com¬ 
panies  being  victualled  here  twice  a  Week 
with  frefh  Beef,  during  a  Pay  of  6  Months  ? 
and  an  Hofpital  on  fhore  provided  with  lighter 
Food 

.  Bartering  is  the  eafieft  way  of  Living  on 
fhore  5  or  rather,  no  Man  can  live  long  with¬ 
out  it  :  Madeira  Wines,  refined  Sugars, 
Linnens,  and  Neceffaries  of  almoft  all  kinds* 
felling  from  ioo L  to  1 50 per  Cent .  Advance. 
Their  Rum  to  you,  3  Bins  per  Gallon;  Su¬ 
gars,  from  4  to  7  ^Dollars  a  hundred,  both 
fuperior  to  Barbados .  Other  Commodities 
are  Ginger,  Piemento,  Cocoa,  Indigo,  Cot¬ 
ton,  Tortoife-fhell,  Dyers  Wood,  Cedar, 
Mohogany,  and  Manchineel-woods,  and  al~ 
Jow  3  5  per  Cent.  Advance  on  Money. 

The  Creoles  (thofe  born  here)  which  are 
properly  the  Natives  of  the  Ifland,  the  an¬ 
cient  ones  being  all  extirpated,  or  fled  the 
Cruelty  of  the  Spaniard \  before  our  Pof- 

fellion,  are  a  fpurious  Race  5  the  firft 

Change  by  a  Black  and  White,  they  call 

Mulatto  ;  the  iecond  a  Muftee ,  and  the 

third  a  Caftee  ;  the  Faces,  like  a  Coat  of 
Arms,  difeovering  their  Diftinftion.  They 
are  half  Negrijh  in  their  Manners,  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  promifeuous  and  confined  Con- 

verfajion 
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verfation  with  their  Relations,  the  Servants! 
at  the  Plantations,  and  have  a  Language  e~ 
qually  pleafant,  a  kind  of  Gypfy  Gibberifh, 
that  runs  fmootheft  in  Swearing. 

The  English  Subjc&s  are  computed  at  7 
or  Sooo,  the  Negroes  at  80000;  a  Dilpro- 
portion,  that  together  with  the  Severity  of 
their  Patrons,  renders  the  whole  Colony  un- 
fafe ;  many  hundreds  of  them  have  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times  run  to  the  Mountains,  where  they 
afibciate  and  commit  little  Robberies  upon  the 
defencelefs  and  neareft  Plantations  ;  and 
which  I  imagine  they  would  not  have  doncP 
but  for  the  Cruelty  of  their  Ufage*  becaufe 
they  fubfift  very  hard  and  with  Danger,  by 
rcafon  of  Parties  continually  fending  out  by 
the  Government  againfl  them,  who  have  5  /. 
a  Head  for  every  one  killed,  and  their  Ears 
area  fufficient  Warrant,  for  the  next  Jufljce 
to  pay  it ;  if  the  Negro  be  brought  in  a  Pri~ 
foner,  he  is  tormented  and  burnt  alive.  Our 
lateft  Advices  from  Jamaica  concerning  them 
is,  that  they  have  chofe  a  King,  daily  in- 
creaie?  have  fome  inaccefllble  Places  of  Re¬ 
treat,  and  are  fufpe&ed  of  being  encouraged 
and  fupplied  with  Powder  and  Arms  from 
Cuba. 

The  natural  Remedy  againfl  this  Evil,  is 
an  Increafe  of  Hands.  They  have  large  Sa¬ 
vannahs  both  on  the  North  and  South  Sides, 
fuppofed  formerly  to  have  been  Fields  of 
Indian  Wheat,  that  afford  -good  Paflurage, 
/ 1  ■  '  q  3  /  and 
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Jamaica*  and  breed  up  a  great  number  of  Cattle  with 
a  great  Wafte  of  Land,  ftill  left  capable  of 
large  Improvements  into  Sugar  Plantations  or 
Tillage  5  but  here  lies  the  Objedion  to  any 
further  Encouragement.  If  the  prefent  Pro- 
prietors  can  export  1 1 000  Hogffieads  of  Sugar 
annually,  and  the  Price  with  that  number 
is  kept  low  at  Market,  whoever  contributes 
towards  making  it  000  more,  is  depreciating 
his  own  Eftate,  lending  a  Hand  to  ruin  him- 
felf.  Tillage  and  Grazing,  tho*  not  employ¬ 
ing  the  Land  to  4o  Part  its  Value  in  fuch 
Colonies,  would  yet  interfere  with  the  pre¬ 
fent  Intereft  alfo,  by  lowering  the  Price  of 
Provifions  \  wherefore  the  Security  from  fuch 
Augmentation  of  People  (the  Merchants  be¬ 
ing  Judges)  give  place  to  Profit,  a  Negled 
that  muft  be  reaped  in  the  End,  by  Under¬ 
takers  of  more  generous  Sentiments.  This 
convinces  me,  that  altho*  Trade  be  Wealth 
and  Power  to  a  Nation,  yet  if  it  cannot  be 
put  under  Reftridions,  controlled  by  a  fu~ 
perior  and  difinterefted  Power,  that  Excels 
and  Irregularity  will  bean  Oppreffion  to  ma¬ 
ny,  and  counter-balance  the  pubiick  Advan¬ 
tages  by  increafing  the  Difficulties  of  Sub- 
iiftence,  and  with  it,  Men's  Diffaffedion. 

Here  is  a  diftant  Evil ,  the  Cure  of  which 
lies  in  an  Expence  that  nobody  likes  i  nor  for 
fuch  Diflike  will  ever  blame  himfelf  in  time 
of  Danger.  The  Merchant  and  Planter  think, 
if  leis  Sugars  were  made,  it  would  be  better, 

pro* 
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provided  (every  one  means)  the  bad  Crop  doJamaica- 
not  happen  upon  their  own  Plantations,  and 
this  for  the  fame  Reafon,  the  "Dutch  and  o- 
ther  Companies  burn  their  Spice,  India 
Goods,  Tobacco,  &c.  viz.  to  keep  up  a 
cPrice  5  for  rendering  things  common  or 
cheap,  or  affifling  towards  the  fame  Liberty, 
would  border  too  much  on  the  chriftian  Pre¬ 
cepts. 

The  Sloop-Trade  hence  to  the  Spanifh 
Weft-Indies ,  under  the  Protection  of  our 
Men-of-War,  has  been  reckoned  at  200000 /. 
per  Ann,  In  1702,  Orders  came  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  hinder  it,  on  account  of  a  Treaty 
between  us  and  the  Dutch  for  that  purpofe, 
who  have  fincegone  into  it  themfelvesfrom 
Curifao  5  and  in  1716,  a  yet  greater  Ohftruc- 
tion  was  put,  by  the  peculiar  Privileges  of 
the  AJftento  FaClors  5  however,  they  continue 
on,  and  complain  of  no  other  Illegalities, 
than  the  Spanifh  Seizures,  of  late  years  Very 
frequent,  and  together  with  the  Decay  of 
this  Branch  of  Trade,  their  Want  of  Spanifh 
Wrecks,  Privateering,  and  Fall  of  Sugars, 
makes  the  Ifland  not  fo  flourifhing  asin  times 
paft. 

Sir  Nicholas  Laws  a  Creole,  gives  way 
as  Governor,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland^  who 
arrived  in  that  Quality  (with  his  Dutchefs  and 
Family)  about  the  middle  of  January  this 
Year.  He  had  put  in  to  Barhadoes  in  the 
Pafla^e?  and  met  a  generous  Reception. 

'  0.4 
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Jamaica.  Here  they  have  doubled  the  Salary,  a  Com¬ 
pliment  to  his  Nobility,  and  that  too  little, 
it’s  faid,  for  his  fplendid  and  magnificent  way 
of  Living.  His  Table  fingly,  has  already  rife 
the  Price  of  Fowls,  from  4  to  6  Bitts. 

The  Jamaica  Chronology. 


Columbus  difcovered  the  I{land> 

^  May  3d.  '  J  1494 

Sir  Anth .  Shirley  routed  the  Spaniard  1596 
Pen  and  Venables  did  the  fame  1655 

Geo .  Fortefcue  Sedwick  Doyley  1660 

Ld .Wind for. 7  Governor  1 66% 

Sir  Charles  Littleton  I66| 

Sir  Thomas  Muddiford  1 664 

Co \.  Thomas  Lmchy  Prefident  1671 

Lord  Vaughan ,  Governor  1675 

E.  of  Carlijle  1679 

Sir  Henry  Morgan  1680 

Sir  Thomas  Linch  1 6  8  z 

Mender  Molefw&rth  1684 

P.  of  Albemarle  1687 

Sit  Francis  Wat/on,  Prefident  1688 

E.  of  Inch 1 quin ?  Governor  1690 

Earthquake  June  7th  1692 

John  White ,  Prefident  1692 

Col.  John  Bowden  1 692 

Sir  William  BeeJlony  Governor  1693 

French  landed  at  Withy- Wood  1694 

Willtam  Selwwy  Governor  1702 

CoL 
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Col.  Peter  Beckford,  Prefident 
Col.  Tho .  Handafide ,  Governor 
Ld.  Archibald  Hamilton 
A  Hurricane,  Auguft  28  th 
Peter  Haywood^  Governor 
Sir  Nicholas  Laws 
A  Hurricane  Auguft  2  8jh 
P.  of  Portland,  Governor 
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The  Pelican  is  a  gre^t  Curiofity  among 
their  Birds,  as  the  Alligator  in  their  watry 
Tribe  5  it  is  a  common  Water- Fowl,  that  is 
all  day  picking  up  his  Living  at  Sea,  and 
roods  at  Night  on  high  Rocks  and  Clifts,  fit¬ 
ting  with  his  Head  to  the  Wind ;  his  Body 
when  skinned,  is  as  large  as  an  ordinary 
Goofe,  the  Wings  will  extend  to  7  or  8  feer, 
a  fhort  Tail,  the  Bill  14  Inches  long,  very 
hard,  and  increafing  broader  towards  the  End, 
where  it  crooks  like  a  Parrot's  5  their  Necks 
are  a  foot  and  half,  with  a  bay-colour’d  Hair 
inftead  of  Feathers  on  the  back  fide  of 
them,  and  from  about  half  way  there  are 
membranous  Bags  or  Pouches,  which  firetch 
thence  to  the  Extremities  of  their  under  Bills, 
capable,  when  feparated,  of  holding  a  couple 
of  Pounds  of  Tobacco :  in  thefe  they  referve 
their  Prey  when  gorged  with  eating,  and  in 
thefe  they  are  faid  to  transport  their  young 
ones,  when  Danger  or  lnftind  prompts  them 
to  change  Places.  They  appear  (low  and 
heavy  Birds  flying,  but  have  a  piercing  Sight 


to 
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Jamaica,  to  difccm  their  Prey  (the  little  fifhy  Fry  be¬ 
low)  from  a  confiderable  Height  in  Air? 
whence  they  fall  like  a  Stone,  and  catch* 
or  dive  after  them. 

We  killed  three  or  four,  and  in  opening 
their  Bodies,  met  the  fame  Obfer  vat  ions, 
viz* 

1.  They  had  double  Ventricles,  that  toge¬ 
ther  reached  the  length  of  their  Bodies  $  to 
the  Bottom  of  which,  were  connected  the 
Small-Guts,  about  twice  as  thick  as  a  Goofe- 
qtiilh 

2.  In  the  firft  Ventricle  or  Craw,  theFifh 
they  had  fwallowed  (70,  80,  or  100)  the 
Bignefs  of  fmaller  Sprats,  lay  whole  and  un¬ 
altered. 

3.  In  the  lower  Ventricle,  thofe  little  Fifh 
changing  to  a  paler  Colour,  were  nigh  the 
Fund  of  it  mafhed  and  macerated,  and  (what 
was  principally  meant  by  reciting  any  Obfer- 
vations)  herealfo  the  Mafs  or  Pulp  had  an  in¬ 
timate  Mixture  of  numbers  of  /lender ,  lively 
Worms  in  it ;  which  to  me,  was  a  Matter  of 
Speculation,  for  finding  no  fuch  Infefts  in  the 
fmall  Fifh  above,  which  I  fufpe&ed  at  firft 
might  have  been  their  Prey,  I  concluded  it 
here  to  be  the  common  Accident  of  C011- 
co&ion,  a  certain  Confequence  of  Heat  and 
Putrefa&ion,  which  are  conquered  by  far¬ 
ther  Digeftion,  and  pafs  into  infenfibility  a- 
gain,  for  the  Small-guts,  after  a  little  Dif- 
tance  from  the  Stomach,  had  none,  or  ra¬ 
ther 
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th.er  made  part  of  a  yellow,  chylous  Sub-  Jamaica, 
fiance. 

Quaere?  whether  other,  or  all  Creatures 
have  not  fuch  a  Principle  of  Conco&ion, 
more  or  lefs  difcernible  in  fome,  than  others^ 
there ;  tho*  imperceptible,  and  differently 
fhaped  and  coloured,  as  is  the  Nature  of  the 
Food  fwallowcd,  and  the  Strength  and  Heat 
of  the  Animal  fvvallowing.  Vercellonitts  fup~ 
pofes  the  Thyroide  Gland  in  Man,  to  be  a 
little  Nidus  of  verminous  Eggs,  generated 
there,  and  tranfmitted  through  fubtle  Duds 
to  the  Oefophagus  and  Stomach,  to  impart 
a  vital  Character  to  the  Chyle. 

I  fhould  have  proceeded  here  to  fome  o- 
ther  natural  Curiofities,  but  omit  it,  as  being 
already  more  accurately  done  by  Sir  Hans 
Sloan,  fn  2  Vol.  4 to. 


The  Weymouth  and  Swallow  having  now 
fixed  their  Jury-mafts,  and  finilhed  their  Re¬ 
pairs,  weighed  from  Tort-Royal  on  New - 
years  ‘Day,  anchoring  out  at  the  Kays, where 
we  flayed  till  the  7th  of  February ,  and  then 
left  tfie  Ifland. 

There  are  two  Paffages  ufed  for  returning 
hence  to  Europe  j  heavy  Sailers,  and  Fleets, 
ufe  the  Gulph  of  Florida ,  becaufe  aflifted 
by  aconftant  Current  to  the  Northward,  (al¬ 
ready  fpoke  to ;)  lighter,  and  well-manned 
Ships,  that  called  the  Windward  T aJJ, age ; 
Fir  ft ,  as  the  fafeftand  Ihortcft  Navigation,  all 
the  Difficulty  being,  plying  to  the  Eaft  End 
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Jamaica.  0f  Jamaica  5  for  which,  Secondly ,  there  fuc- 
ceeds  generally  a  Windward  Current,  on  new 
or  full  Moons ;  or  a  Courfe  of  fiery  Breezes* 
bringing  in  a  fuller  Sea,  and  therefore  the 
Reflux  more  perceptible.  Thirdly ,  keeping 
nigh  fhore,  the  Land-breezes  fometimes  fa¬ 
vour  theDefign* 

We  chofe  this  way  in  our  Return  home, 
and  with  halfMafts  worked  to  Windward  of 
Tort  Morant ,  in  fix  or  feven  Days,  a  Dif- 
tance  of  1 2  Leagues,  where  the  Faflage  is  in 
a  manner  gained,  becaufe  the  Lee  of  Hip* 
paniola  makes  a  fmooth  Water,  and  defle&s 
the  Trade-Wind  often,  in  Flaws  to  advan¬ 
tage.  We  indeed  met  Calms  for  three  or 
four  Days,  but  on  the  xytli,  got  fight  of  the 
little  Ifland  Navafia ,  which  the  Jamaicans 
ufe  in  Boats,  to  kill  Guanas ,  an  amphibious 
Creature  that  breed  in  abundance  at  the 
Roots  of  old  Trees,  fome  of  them  3  foot  long, 
a  Lizard  Shape,  with  fliarp,  black,  and  green 
Scales  j  the  Flefhfirm,  white,  and  as  Sailors 
fay,  makes  good  Broth, 

The  fame  Evening  we  anchored  in  Donna 
Maria  Bay,  at  the  Weft  End  of  Hifpaniola , 
the  ufual  Stop,  efpccially  of  the  King's  Ships 
in  thofe  Parts,  for  Wood  and  Water:  We 
filled  our  Cask  at  a  Valley,  a  Mile  Southward 
of  the  two  brown  Clift sy  very  good  Water, 
but  on  fome  Winds  the  Sea  gets  over  the 
Bar.  There  are  two  other  Places  ufed,  nigher 
thofe  Clift sy  and  not  fo  eafily  overflown. 

Here 


Brafil,  and  the  Weft-Indies.  253 

Here  we  bought  Tome  jerked  Hog's  Flefh  from  Jamaid. 
two  or  three  French  Hunters,  belonging  to 
Tetit  Guavas. 

At  leaving  the  Bay,  a  ftrong  S  WV  Wind 
foon  fet  us  between  the  Capes  St.  Nicholas 
zndMaize  5  when  we  came  into  fmall  Winds, 
and  a  Current  in  our  favour,  the  old  Ba¬ 
hama  Strait ,  and  Blands  difpers'd  here,  Blow¬ 
ing  this  wherever  they  contrad  the  Waters, 
and  leffens  again,  as  we  open  to  a  larger  Sea. 

The  26th,  nigh  the  Ifland  of  Heneago,  re¬ 
covered  the  true  Trade* Wind,  E.  half  N» 

The  28th,  faw  the  Rocks  called  Hogfiys  by 
our  Obfervations  in  21 a  0  38  fomething  far¬ 
ther  to  the  Northward  than  they  are  fet  down 
in  the  Charts.  At  Noon,  came  round  Ac- 
liris  Kays  (pretty  high  out  of  the  Water)  and 
before  Night,  made  Crooked  or  Well-IJland . 

The  laft,  and  from  which  we  took  our  De¬ 
parture,  was  Watlins  Kay y  2400  N.  where 
we  may  farther  remark,  that  the  Trade-Wind 
continued  with  us  to  the  Latitude  of  320® 
but  faint  and  weak,  from  27 9  0  5  caufed,  I  pre- 
fume,  from  the  Conteft  between  the  Variable 
and  that,  as  I  have  already  guefled  the  N  E. 
and  S  E.  Trade  does  in  other  Places* 

From  2 6  to  3  7 a  3  Degrees  of  Latitude, 

(  as  far  N.  as  Virginia  )  we  found  every 
Day  large  Quantities  of  what  they  call 
Gulph-weed ,  floating  about  the  Ship,  and  lef- 
fening  in  proportion  to  the  Diftance  j  it  is 
fo  called,  from  a  Convidion  of  its  being 
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<  < 

thrown  from  the  Shoals  of  Florida  ;  and  by 
being  found  three  or  four  hundred  Leagues 
N  E.  a-trend  with  the  Continent,  argues  I 
think,  a  Continuance  (fho5  irifenfible)  of  fome 
Current,  or  that  it  is  longer,  or  more  to  the 
Nbrthward  than  Southward  in  thole  Lati¬ 


tudes;  and  contrarily,  in  higher  North  Lati¬ 


tudes  the  Seas  nigh  the  Continent  have  a  Ten¬ 
dency  Southward,  demonftrated  in  thofe 


Iflands  of  Ice,  that  drive  all  Summer  from 
the  North  Weft,  along  the  Coaft  of  New¬ 
foundland,  even  as  far  as  New- England. 

To  the  Northward  of  Bermudas ,  the 
Winds  grew  variable,  and  as  we  advanced, 
ftronger  5  A  never-failing  Gale  (N  W.to  S  W.) 
blowing  from  the  American  Coaft  at  this 
Length  and  onward,  to  do 00  of  Latitude, 
and  tho*  not  invariable  like  the  Trade ,  yet  a 


Conftancy  of  or  ^  of  the  year,  fnews  it  on 
the  fame  Principle  with  them  5  Ours  was 
a  very  hard  Gale  at  N  W9  which  put  us  to 
a  reefed  Fore-fail  for  a  Fortnight,  fo  great  a 
Sea  following,  that  we  could  not  help  dip¬ 
ping  it  up  by  Tuns  fometimes  at  our  Stern. 
jW e  arrived  in  England \  April \  1723. 
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ABSTRACT 


Of  the  foregoing 

VOYAGE. 

A*  Anchored \  or  arrived  at . 
TV*  Weighed \  or  went  from * 


ROM  Spitheadj  about  the  fame 
time  with  Comm  ado  re  Mat- 
thewSj  who  commanded  a  Squadron  of 
4  Sail  to  India,  on  the  like  Service  5  the 
Suppreffion  of  Fy  rates* 

A ,  At  Madeira.  In  our  Approach  to  the 
Ifland  (for  30  or  40  Leagues)  met  abun¬ 
dance  of  Sea-weed  floating  j  here  alfo 
wc  overtook  Commadore  Matthews 

* 

two  of  his  Squadron  by  hard  Gales  of] 

Wind,! 


172^ 

Feb .  5  tb. 


Mar , 
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1721. 

April  7. 

*■ 

2 8. 

May  10. 


An  Abstract  of 

A  ) 

Wind,  had  damaged  their  Mafts,  and 
left  him  at  Sea. 

W,  Thence  i  and  prefently  at  Sea,  found 
the  Trade-Wind  frefh . 

We  made  the  Cape  *De  Vefd  I  (lands,  and 
on  the  30th,  parted  with  the  Wey¬ 
mouth  ^  bound  in  with  the  Governor  and 
Fa&ors  for  Gambia  Riv^r.  Meeting 
after  this,  Calms,  or  fmall  Breezes, (com¬ 
mon  near  this  Land)  we  took  up  feveral 
Turtle ,  who  love  Sleeping  on  a  fmootli 
Surface. 

A \  At  Sierraleont  the  next  noted  River 
and  Faftory  from  Gambia ;  and  on  the 
1 8  th,  vifited  Seignior  Jofeph ,  a  gene¬ 
rous  and  good-natur’d  ehriftian  Negro$ 
who  had  lately  removed  his  People  feme 
Miles  up  the  River.  With  his  old 
Buildings  wooded  our  Ship. 

W«  Sierraleon,  The  Winds  2  or  3  Points 
within  the  Land,  always  favourable  for 
failing  to  the  Weft  ward,  which  is  there¬ 
fore  called  down  the  Coajl . 

A \  Off  the  Mouth  of  Sejlhos  River  5  a  Bar 
before  it,  but  commodious  enough  for 
watering.  Here  may  be  purchafed  con- 
fiderable  Quantities  of  Rice  5  the  River 
abounds  with  Fife  5  and  you  are  tolerably 
fupplied  with  Goats  and  Fowls,  or  you 
imagine  fo  from  the  great  Scarcity  that 
appears  atmoft  other  Places.,  fwmSicr - 
raleon  to  Why  dab* 
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IV.  Thence ,  and  failed  feveral  Days  along  1721 
the  Coaft,  low  like  Holland^  anchoring  May  18* 
now  and  then.  The  30th,  came  before 
Bajfam  or  Bajfau .  The  31ft,  before 
Affine  ey  palling  by  that  unfathomable 
Place  called  the  Bottomlefs  Bit  *  5  the 
Natives  every  where  appearing  fhy  of 

~~~~n  ■  !■  mh _  _ _■ 1  ■■  1 1 1  ■  in  illi  11  -  11  mu  ~~  —  i  i  nr 

*  At  this  Place  I  would  obferve,  in  relation  to  heaving 
the  Lead,  that  there  is  a  Nifus  in  Bodies  of  Water  from  be¬ 
low  upwards,  which  makes  ’em  to  link  neither  fo  faff,  nor 
fo  direct,  at  any  con  fiderable  Depth,  as  near  the  Surface  ;  all 
at  200  Fathom  or  lefs,  being  bottomlefs 5  i.  e,  unfathoma¬ 
ble. 

ThisN>yhj,  or  refilling  Motion  to  the  Defcent  of  Bodies, 
is  not  only  perceptible  in  the  Lead,  but  more  fenfibly  de¬ 
clares  itielf,  firft ,  in  that  black  or  green  Skim,  feen  lome- 
times  on  the  Surface  (even  fuelling)  after  long  Calms,  the 
Produdfcof fome  inteffine  Motion. 

2.  That  Divers ,  or  any  floating  Bodies,  emerge  with 
greater  Force  than  they  funk. 

3.  Mr.  Boyle's  20th  Experiment  obferves,  that  a  glafs 
Bubble  let  open  into  the  Receiver,  on  the  Exfuefion  of  the 
Air,  the  Water  in  it  mamfe/lly  rifes  a  greater  Height ;  con- 
fequently  the  Expanfion  and  Rarefaction  of  the  Air  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  makes  room  for  this  Spring  in  the  Water, 
to  exert  itfelf;  and  therefore  the  Tides  themfelves  would 
more  difficultly  yield  to  the  diftant  Attractions  of  the  Sun 
and  Moon  (I  fhould  think)  without  adding  to  that  Theory 
this  conjoined  Force,  or  natural  Propenflty  of  the  Sea,  to 
fwell  before. 

In  refpedt  to  finking  the  Lead,  alfo  may  be  added,  a  greater  j 
Coldnefs,  and  a  greater  Salt nefs  of  the  Se3,  in  proportion  to 
the  Depths;  (both  which  are  very  probable^)  and  will  create 
a  greater  Buoyancy,  or  P.efiffance  to  finking,  as  will  likewift 
the  drawing  out  a  greater  Quantity  of  Line,  (lefs  apt  to  de¬ 
merge.)  So  that  although  falling  Bodies  in  Air,  have  rheit 
Velocities  encreafed,  the  nearer  they  approach  the  Earth,  yet 
eontrarily  in  Water,  it  diminifhes  with  the  Defcenp. 
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Correfpondence,  until  we  came  upon 
the  Gold  Coaft. 

A.  Cape  Appolloniay  the  Land  grows  high¬ 
er  here,  and  the  Natives  more  alert  and 
prompt  at  Trade. 

A .  Axim ,  the  firft  EuropeanHidLoryy  be¬ 
longing  to  the  'Dutch. 

A  Cape  Tres  cPunt  as  j  the  Fort  formerly 
was  the  Branden burghers,  who  defert- 
ing  it,  it’s  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  a 
Negro ,  called  John  Conny .  Ships  con- 
flantly  hop  here  to  water,  as  the  moil 
convenient  Place  for  taking  in  any  large 
Quantity,  and  pay,  each  Ship,  an  Ounce 
of  Gold  for  the  Privilege. 

TV*  Thence ,  and  anchored  the  15th  at 
Dixcove ,  an  English  Fadtory.  This, 
Succonda .  Anamaboo ,  and  others,  tho* 
called  Factories,  are  the  Refidence  only 
of  two  or  three  People  i from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  one  at  Cape  Corfo)  who  have  Com- 
million  over  and  above  their  Salary, 
for  what  Trade  they  t ran  fact, 

IV.  Dixcove ,  and  anchored  next  Day  be¬ 
fore  Cape  Corfo  Caji  le,om  African  Com¬ 
pany’s  chief  Fort  j  the  Refidence  of  their 
Governor,  ftiled  Director  General  $  two 
Merchants,  a  Secretary,  Chaplain,  Sur¬ 
geon,  Faftors,  Writers,  Artificers,  and 
a  Company  of  Soldiers  5  with  Buildings 
and  Conveniences  kifide,  for  themfeives 
or  Slaves* 

A . 


A>  Anamaboo  (juft  below  it)  a  noted 
Place  of  flopping,  for  all  our  Wind¬ 
ward  trading  Ships,  to  eompleat  their 
Slave  Cargoes. 

A.  and  JV.  Mont ford $  the  30th,  Barkee , 
and  then  Shallo .  Through  the  whole 
from  Sierraleon ,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  Wood,  Candles,  or  any  other  Ships 
NecefTaries  are  hard  to  get  j  the  former, 
not  from  a  Want  in  the  Country  (it  be¬ 
ing  over* run)  but  an  impaflable  Beach, 
where  there  is  no  navigable  River,  and 
the  Diffidence  of  the  Negroes ,  where  it 
might  be  beft  fupplied;  and  the  other, 
becaufe  Merchant-Ships  do  not  expe&a 
Trade  of  that  fort,  and  therefore  un¬ 
provided. 

A.  JVbydah ,  The  whole  Coaft  runs  in  a 
ftrait  Line  (without  Gulphs  or  Bays)  is 
thick  fet  with  Trees,  a  Tendency  of  the 
Sea  with  the  Wind,  and  every  where  a 
very  rough  and  turbulent  Beach. 

W.  Whydah ,  and  arrived  the  28th  at  the 
Ifland  of  BrinceSy  belonging  to  the  Bor - 
tnguefe ,  In  our  Approach,  faw  every 
Day  abundance  of  Whale,  Threfher, 
and  Petrel.— Cleaned  our  Ships,  heav¬ 
ing  down  by  one  another,  but  became 
exceeding  fickly  by  the  Fatigue,  each 
burying  three  and  four  Men  a  Day,  for 
fix  Weeks  together. 
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An  Abstract  of 

W.  Princes,  both  having  purchafed  their 
Anchors  with  difficulty. 

At  St.  Thomas's,  another  Portuguefe 
Ifland  (the  principal  of  three)  on  this 
Coaft,  abounding  with  frefh  Provifions, 
efpecially  Hogs  and  Fowls,  exchanged 
like  other  Places  of  Poverty,  at  very 
eafy  Rates. 

W.  Hence,  and  ftretched  with  our  Star¬ 
board  Tacks  to  the  Weft  ward,  defigning 
to  reach  as  far  to  Windward  as  poffible, 
that  if  any  Pyrates  ffiould  be  on  the 
Coaft,  we  might  have  them  under  our 
Lee.  The  20th  we  fell  in  with  Cafe 
Apollonia ,  went  from  thence  the  23  d* 
and  anchored  at  Axim . 

W.  Axim,  and  came  to  Cape  3  Points , 
where  neglecting  to  pay  John  Conny  his 
Duties  for  Water,  he  panyarfd  fome 
of  our  Men,  till  fatisfied. 

Left  Cape  3  Points,  and  arrived  next  Day 
in  Cape  Corfo  Road  again  j  it  being  e- 
very  where  confirmed  to  us  in  this  Re¬ 
turn  down,  that  the  Pyrates  in  Augufl 
laft  (the  time  we  were  at  Princes)  had 
committed  great  Pvavages  upon  the  Mer¬ 
chant  Ships. 

W.  Cape  Corfo  Road,  leaving  the  Wey¬ 
mouth,  (now  too  difabled  to  weigh  her 
Anchor,)  and  plying  to  Windward,  fell 
in  with  Succonda  the  15th,  repeating 
our  Vifits  in  a  Month's  Cruife,  to  Hix- 

cove. 


the  foregoing  Voyage. 
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cove ,  Acquedah ,  Cape  3  ‘Points, Axim, 
Cape  Apollonia ,  AJJinee,  Bajfam \  Jaque 
ajaques ,  &c.  our  Purpole  in  it  being 
to  fecure  Trade,  air  a  fickly  Ship,  be  in 
the  way  of  Intelligence,  and  imprefs 
Men  from  the  Merchant-Ships.  Many 
prevented  this  indeed,  by  efcaping  to  us 
themfelves  from  ill  Treatment  ( they 
faid)  bad  or  fhort  Diet;  but  then,  as 
more  again  on  the  fame  Pretence  took 
on  with  the  Pyrates,  it  fhews  Caprice 
and  Humour  to  be  the  principal  Point 
that  determines  Seamen  to  this  or  that 
Service. 

A.  De  Elmina ,  the  ‘Dutch  African  Com¬ 
pany’s  principal  Fort,  of  great  Trade, 
there  being  feldom  ids  than  5  or  6  Sail 
of  Dutch  Ships  in  the  Road,  often! 
more. 

A-  Cape  Corfo  Road,  and  left  it  the  10 th! 
in  purfuit  of  the  Pyrates  3  the  Governor 
here,  having  received  two  or  three  £x~; 
prefles,  that  they  had  chafed  and  taken 
a  Ship  nigh  Axim ,  a  Place  we  had  juft 
come  from. 

A .  Apong  to  Leeward,  not  following  too 
faft  left  we  over-fhot  them,  but  after 
certain  Intelligence  that  the  Rogues  had 
palled  this  Pvoad  (  off  at  Sea)  we  fol¬ 
lowed. 

A .  Accra ,  a  confiderable  trading  Place, 
(for  Salt  particularly)  and  where  the 
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‘ Dane ,  the  'Dutch,  and  English,  have  a 
Caftle. 

A.  Whydah-,  and  learned  that  the  Pyrates 
had  plundered  and  ranfomed  1 1  Sail  of 
Ships,  and  left  the  Place  two  Days  be¬ 
fore,  on  the  Report  of  our  following 
them. 

IV.  Thence,  and  followed  the  Purfuit, 
coming  before  the  Ifle  of  ‘Princes  the 
29th,  and  found  the  Portuguefe  Stran¬ 
gers  to  the  News. 

A .  The  Mouth  of  the  River  Gabone ,  a  fnug 
Harbor  we  thought,  for  their  Reception, 
the  Navigation  being  difficult  $  but  find¬ 
ing  by  our  Boats  we  had  miffed  them, 
left  it  the  3d,  and  continued  pur  Search 
to  Cape  Lopez. 

Made  the  Cape,  and  foon  after  difcovcred 
the  three  Pyrate  Ships  at  Anchor  in  that 
Bay.  One  of  them  upon  the  Heel , 
righted  at  fight  of  us,  flipped  her  Cable 
and  chafed,  bending  fomc  of  her  Sails  as 
fhe  came  out,  by  which  we  judged  the 
Rafhnefs  of  our  Enemy,  who  fell  a  Prize 
to  us  before  Night. 

Recovered  the  Cape  again,  and  found  the 
Prizes  Conforts  (according  to  expecta¬ 
tion)  very  eafy  in  the  Bay,  and  flayed 
fo  long  that  we  doubted  whether  they 
would  ftir  for  us ;  but  at  length,  as  their 
Eyes  cleared  in  our  nearer  Advance,  all 
mad  and  frightned,  they  cut  their  Cable, 

fet 
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fet  their  Sails,  up  went  the  black  Flag? 
and  down  their  Courage  5  they  con¬ 
tinued  a  running  Fight,  while  only  our 
chace  Guns  could  play  upon  them, 
and  ft  ruck  prefently  when  our  Broadlide 
reached,  without  the  leaft  Damage  done 
to  us. 

A .  Cape  Lopez  Bay ,  feizing  there  the 
third  Pyrate  Ship,  that  had  been  deferted 
for  a  better  Efcape  or  Defence  in  the  o- 
ther. 

W.  Thence,  having  wooded  and  watered, 
bound  with  our  Prizes  and  Prifoners  to 
Cape  Corfo  $  the  General,  and  chid 
Merchants  there,  being  in  the  Commif 
fton,  (brought  out  of  England  with  us) 
for  the  Tryal  of  them.  Stopped  at 
Brinces ,  from  the  21ft  to  the  24th. 

A .  Cape  Corfo  Road  5  the  Pyrates  in  this 
Paflage  were  very  troublefome  to  us. 
from  a  Projed  or  two  they  had  formed 
for  their  Deliverance,  and  hoped  by  the 
Weaknefs  of  our  Ship  s  Company, 
would  have  fucceeded. 

JV-  Cape  Corfo^  the  General’s  Daughter  of 
the  Coaft  taking  a  Paflage  with  us  tc 
England ,  a  fair,  flaxenJiair’d,  young 
Lady,  tho’  born  of  a  Mulatto . 

I  fhallhere  obferve  at  leaving  the  Center , 
that  in  refped  to  Trade,  Guinea  needs 
only  this  threefold  Divifion,  viz.  the 
Gold)  the  Ivory ,  and  the  Slave-Coaft  * 
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An  Abstract  of 

all  to  Windward  of  this,  might  be  called 
the  one,  and  all  to  Leeward  the  other  3 
not  becaufe  either  of  thefe  Parts  of  Trade 
would  be  entirely  wanted  in  fuch  refpec- 
tive  Divifion,  but  each  abounds  more 
under  that  Denomination. 

zf.  Whydah ,  and  left  it  the  5  th,  arriving  at 
Cape  Lopez,  the  26th,  where  both  Ships 
wooded,  watered,  and  purchafed  Wax 
for  making  Candles,  now  exceeding 
fcarce ;  and  is  the  mod  convenient  Place 
for  Ships  of  War,  at  leaving  the  Coun¬ 
try. 

W.  Cape  Lopez ,  and  after  a  few  Days  at 
I  Sea,  by  foggy  Weather  loft  Company 
with  our  Confort  the  Swallow. 

Made  Cape  Auguftine  in  Brajil ,  a  Tortu- 
guefe  Colony,  and  anchored  the  4th  in 
T ernambuca  P^oad,  the  next  great  Port 
of  Trade  in  this  Province,  to  Bahia. 

IV,  Brafil ,  having  found  the  Trade  Winds 
blow  home,  and  increafed  in  their 
Strength  to  this  Continent,  bringing 
a  dangerous  Swell  into  the  Road. 

A .  Barbados ,  took  in  a  Supply  of  Rum 
and  Provifions,  and  left  it  the  9th. 

A .  Tort-Royal  in  Jamaica ,  where  we 
found  the  Swallow  had  arrived,  a  Week 
before. 


A 


A  Hurricane  *  that  drove  the  Trize  afhore, 
blew  away  all  our  Mafts,  with  other 
Damages  that  detained  us  here  6  Months 
to  repair. 

W.  Tort-Royal \  and  anchored  at  the  Kays. 

W.  The  Kays ,  bound  for  England . 

A .  'Donna  Maria  Bay  in  Hifpaniola  (the 
Windward  Paffage)  to  water,  &c. 

IV.  Thence,  and  arrived  at  Spit  head,  A * 
pril  8th,  whence  we  were  ordered  to 
Woolwich y  and  paid  off  May  1 1  th5 1 72  3 . 
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*  Depend  much  on  the  preceding  Seafon,  (hot  and  dry 
Weather)  apt  to  raife  greater  Plenty  of  elaftick  V apours  on  the 
Terra  firma,  and  will  explode  them  lei ves  now  here,  now 
there,  as  the  greater  Rarefa&ion  of  Air  (more  towards  one 
Illand  than  another)  may  invite. 
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BOOKS  lately  Printed  for,  and  Sold  by 
Cafar  Ward  and  Richard  Chandler ,  at 
the  Shipy  between  the  Temple-Gates  in 
Fleet-Street y  and  at  their  Shop  in  Scar 

i.  A  Voyage  to  Guinea,  Brafil ,  and  the  Wefl-Indies,  in  Hif 
J  X  Majefty’s  Ships  the  Swallow  and  Weymouth.  Defcribing 
the  feveral  Ifhrids  and  Settlements,  Madeira,  the  Canaries , 
Cape  de  Verd,  Sierraleon ,  Sejlhos,  Cape  Apollcnia ,  Cabo  Corfa, 
and  otheis  on  the  Guinea  Coaft;  Barbadoes ,  Jamaica,  gcc.  in 
t  he  Weft  Indies.  The  Colour,  Diet,  Languages,  Habits,  Man¬ 
ners,  Cuftoms  and  Religions  of  the  refpeftive  Natives,  and  In¬ 
habitants.  With  Remarks  on  the  Gold,  Ivory,  and  Slave- 
Trade;  and  on  the  Winds,  Tides  and  Currents  of  the  feveral 
Coaits.  By  John  Atkins,  Surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

Illi  Robur  &  JEs  triplex 

Circa  Pecius  erat ,  qui  fragilem  tract 

Commijit  Pelago  Ratem 

Primus Ho  it  at. 

iv  An  Enquiry  into  the  Contents,  Virtues,  and  Ufes  of  cold 
atid'hot  mineral  Springs,  particularly  the  Waters  of  Scarborough  $ 
in  a  Letter  to  Robert  Rokinfon  of  Lincoln  s- Inn,  Efq,  Recorder 
of  that  Corporation.  Price  i  s. 

3.  Th tChrifitan  Turk ,  or,  the  inftru&ive  and  entertaining 
Adventures  of  Prince  Jakaya,  Son  to  Mahomet  III.  Emperor 
of  the  Turks:  Who  loft  his  Succeftion  to  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
by  being  privately  bred  up  in  the  Chriftian  Religion.  The 
whole  intermix’d  with  feveral  delightful  Hiftories  of  the  moft 
iliuftrious  Perfonages,  and  containing  the  greateft  Variety  of 
Events  ever  yet  publifhed.  In  two  Volumes  1  imo.  Price  45. 
The  Second  Edition.  Tranilated  from  the  Original  Trench. 

4 .  The  Life  of  Ofman  the  Great,  Emperor  of  the  Turks ,  who 
flrft  attempted  the  Conqueft  of  Poland,  and  the  uniting  that 
Kingdom  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  Compiled 
from  the  Memoirs  of  three  fucceflive  Ambafladors  from  the 
King  of  France ,  to  the  Grand  Signior,  by  Madam  de  Gomez  § 
Author  of  La  Belle  Affemblee.  The  whole  comprizing  the 
greateft  Variety  of  extraordinary  Incidents  and  furprizing  Re¬ 
volutions  that  ever  happen’d  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  Time,  even 
in  that  fluctuating  Empire.  Faithfully  Tranflated  from  the 
French,  by  John  Williams ,  Efq;  in  two  neat  Pocket  Volumes. 
Price  4;. 
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Booh  printed  for  C.  Ward  and  R.  Chandler, 

f.  The  Vocal  Mifcellany;  a  Collection  of  above  800  cele¬ 
brated  Song?,  many  of  which  were  never  before  Printed  j  with 
the  Names  of  the  Tunes  prefixed  to  each  Song,  in  two  Pocket 
Volumes.  Price  Six  Shillings. 

N.  B.  Either  Volume  may  he  had  along,  Trice  Three  Shillings . 

6.  The  Platonick  Lovers :  Conftfting  of  original  Letters  in 
Profe  and  Verfe,  that  pafs’d  between  an  Englijh  Lady  and  an 
EngliJJ)  Gentleman  in  France,  (under  the  borrow’d  Names  of 
Clio  and  Strephon,)  who  took  an  Affection  to  each  other,  by 
reading  accidentally  their  occafional  Compofitions*  With  a 
Critical  EBay,  containing  fome  Remarks  upon  the  Nature  of 
Epiftolary  and  Elegiac  Poetry  j  and  on  the  mod  beautiful  Paf* 
fages  in  thefe  Epiftles.  By  the  ingenious  Mr.  John  Toner . 
The  Third  Edition  corrected.  In  a  neat  Pocket  Volume. 
Price  2  s. 

“  But  oh  !  encroaching  Mortal  as  thou  art , 

“  Let  fill  thy  Spirit  have  the  greatefl  Tart j 
“  You  may  admire  me  all  the  Ways  you  can ; 

<c  Give  me  the  Lover ,  but  keep  back  the  Man.™ 

Clio  to  Strephon,  h  79 • 

7.  Poems  on  fever al  Occahons,  viz.  T heTrogrefs  of  Mufick. 
A  Hymn  to  Sleep.  Mira  and  Colin,  a  Song.  The  Bee.  The 
loft  Mufe.  The  Girdle.  To  Mira 5  with  the  Mifcellaneous 
AVorks  of  Mr.  Pope.  An  Ode  to  Lycidas.  The  Candle. 
COR  VUS  a  very  common  Cafe.  The  Flea.  To Fulvia  bilg¬ 
ing.  The  Conjlant  Shepherd.  A  Supportable  Misfortune.  The 
Gift.  Mira's  Picture.  Cupid's  Reply.  The  Advice  to  Mira. 
To  Lycidas  in  the  Country.  A  Paraphrafe  on  fome  of  the  Odes 
of  Anacreon ,  being  an  Effay  towards  the  Tranflation  ofthac  Poet. 
On  Happinefs.  To  Apollo ,  between  the  Author  and  his  Friend, 
in  the  Manner  of  Horace’s  firft  Satire,  fecond  Book.  An  Ode  on 
his  Majefty’s  Birth-Day.  Th  e  Tlague  of  Wealth  or,  the  Poet’s 
Diary:  Qccafion’d  by  the  Author’s  receiving  yo /.  as  a  Pre¬ 
mium  for  the  foregoing  Ode.  By  Matthew  Tilkington,  A.  M. 
Revifed  and  Corrected  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swift.  Octavo. 
Price  3  s.  6d. 

8.  Letters:  Containing  an  Account  of  what  feemed  mod 
remarkable  in  travelling  through  Switzerland,  Italy ,  and  fome 
Parts  of  Germany ,  8tc.  in  the  Years  i68yand  1686.  Written 
by  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet ,  late  Lord  Bifhop  of  Sarum.  8w, 
Price  4.?.  6 d. 

9.  C.  Julius  Carr’s  Commentaries  of  his  Wars  in  Gaul,  and 
Civil  War  with  Tompey.  To  which  is  added,  a  Supplement  to 
his  Commentary  of  his  Wars  in  Gaul ;  as  alfo  Commentaries 
of  the  Alexandrian ,  African,  and  Spaniflo  Wars  5  with  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  Life.  Adorned  with  Sculptures  trom  the  Deligns  of  Fal¬ 
la  dio. 
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Indio.  Made  Engliff  from  the  original  Latin,  by  Colonel  Mar- 
tin  Bladen,  one  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations.  8vo.  Price  6  s. 

»o.  The  Adventures  of  Proteus,  or  Love  in  feveral  Shapes, 
C rTc'  Being  a  moft  diverting  Sett  of  Novels,  never  before  pub- 
iilhed.  By  Mr s. Herbert.  The  Second  Edition.  Svo.  Price  41.  6 d. 

11.  The  Frauds  of  R omifh  Monks  and  Priefts,  fee  forth  in 
eight  Letters,  lately  written  by  a  Gentleman  in  his  Journey  to 
Italy,  and  publifhed  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Publick.  The  Fifth 
Edition  in  2  Vol.  1  imo.  Pr.  5  s. 

12.  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  five  Syllabus 
Etymologicus  Antiquitatum  veteris  Britanniae  atque  Iberniae, 
temporibus  Romanorum.  Audios  eWillielmo  Baxter,  Cornavio, 
Scholl  Merciarium  Prsefedto.  Accedunt  Viri  Cl.  D.  Edvards 
Lbuidii,  Cimeliarchse  Afhmol.  Oxon.  de  Fluviorum,  Mentium, 
Urbium,  &c.  in  Britannia  Nominibus,  Adverfaria  pofthuma. 
Editio  Secunda.  8 vo.  Price  6s. 

1  3.  The  Englijh  Pleader:  Being  a  feledt  Colledtion  of  various 
Precedents  of  Declarations  on  Actions  brought  in  the  Courts  of 
King's  Bench  and  Common-Pleas  at  Weftminfier,  in  Cafe,  Debt , 
Covenant ,  Trefpafs ,  Trefpafs  and  Ajfault,  Ejectment,  Replevin , 
Prohibition,  &c.  Taken  from  the  Roils  in  the  Treafury  of  the 
laid  Courts,  and  Forms  fettled  by  Counfel  and  Special  Pleaders, 
fince  the  Commencement  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Laws 
being  in  the  Englifh  Language.  To  which  are  added, TheForms 
of  Pleas  and  IJfues ,  both  General  and  Special,  with  Replications 
thereto  :  As  a'fo  Judgments  in  both  Courts  on  the  feveral  Ac¬ 
tions:  And  likewi  ft  Worms  and  Precedents  of  Recoveries  and  Con¬ 
cords  of  Fines-,  with  the  Method  of  buffering  and  pafling  the 
fame.  By  an  Eminent  Attorney  of  Lincoln  s-Inn.  8 vo.  Price  y  s. 

14.  The  Englifh  Clerk's  Instructor  in  the  Practice  of  the  Courts 
of  King's- Bench  and  Common-Pleas,  viz.  in  filling  up  and  fir¬ 
ing  ouc  Writs  of  the  firft  Procefs ;  in  drawing  Declarations, 
Pleas,  and  Demurrers;  making  up  Iffues  and  Paper  Books* 
entering  judgments*  filing  out  Writs  of  Execution  ;  Writs  of 
Error,  Originals,  Outlawries,  &c.  and  in  paffing  of  Fines* 
and  feveral  other  Matters  neceffary  for  the  Pradticeof  an  Attor¬ 
ney.  To  which  are  added,  feveral  Choice  Precedents  of  De¬ 
clarations  never  before  printed.  By  Daniel  Reading ,  Attorney 
at  Law.  In  2V0I  Svo,  Pr.  1  os. 

ly.  A  Guide  to  Juftices :  Being  modern  Englifl. ?  Precedents, 
for  the  Diredtion  of  Jujlices  of  the  Peace ,  in  making  out  War¬ 
rants,  Mittimus's,  Recognizances ,  Sttperfedeas’s,  Affidavits,  In¬ 
formations ,  Inquiftions,  Summons  Precepts.  Certificates  for  the 
Poor ,  and  Warrants  for  their  Removal.  Bonds  bcc.  Neceflary  for 
ail  J  ufiices  of  the  Peace,  Deputy-Lieutenants9Commiffoners  of  Sew¬ 
ers,  6cc.  to  aiTifl  them  in  the  Execution  of  their  leveral  Offices. 

Ap- 
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Approved  by,  and  publiflied  at  the  Requeft  of  Sir  John  Dutton , 
Sir  Robert  Cann,  Sir  William  Codrington,  Barts.  Robert  Kendal, 
William  Blathwaite ,  Gila  Earle ,  John  Stephens,  John  Temple , 
Thomas  Cooke ,  John  Small,  Efqrs;  and  others  his  Majefly's  Juf- 
tices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Gloucejler.  By  Jofeph  Higgs 
Gent,  who  has  been  Clerk  to  the  Com  million  of  the  Peace, 
from  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  It.  to  the  prefent  time.  Svo. 
Price  is.  6d 

1 6.  The  Ju/Hce's  Cafe-Law:  Or,  A  concife  Abridgment  of 
all  the  Cafes  of  Crown  Law  relating  to  Juftices  of  Peace,  and 
their  Bufinefs  and  Proceedings ;  with  References  to  the  Reports, 
and  other  Law-Books.  Digefted  in  a  new  Alphabetical  Method, 
very  neceflary  for  Jufticesof  the  Peace,  as  a  Diredtion  how  to 
proceed  in  their  Offices.  By  a  Gentleman,  who  hath  many 
Years  filled  the  Chair  of  the  Qjartcr-Seflions.  Svc.  Price  ^s. 

17.  Lex  Mereatoria:  Or,  The  Merchant’s  Companion. 
Confining  all  the  Laws  and  Statutes  relating  to  Merchandize, 
wherein  our  Trade  with  foreign  Nations,  and  among!!  our- 
felve-s,  is  concifely  treated  of,  under  the  Heads  of  Merchants 
and  Owners  of  Ships,  Mafters,  Mariners,  Pilots,  &c.  with 
Precedents  of  Inftruments  and  Writings  made  ufe  of  in  all  Cafes 
relating  to  Trade.  The  Second  Edition, corrected  and  enlarged. 
Sve,  Price  f  $. 

18.  The  Laws  of  England  concerning  the  Game:  Of  Hunt¬ 
ing,  Hawking,  Fijlnng ,  and  Fowling,  See.  and  of  Forejls,  Chafes , 
Parks,  8tc.  And  alfo  concerning  Setting-Dogs,  Greyhounds,  Lur¬ 
chers,  Nets,  Tunnels ,  Low  bells,  Guns,  and  all  Manner  of  En¬ 
gines  and  Inftruments  mentioned  in  the  feveral  Statutes  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  Game :  Shewing  who  are  qualified  by  Law  to  keep  and 
ufe  them  ;  the  Puniftimenrs  of  thofe  who  keep  them,  not  ba- 
ing  qualified.  The  whole  being  a  fummary  Collection  of  all  the 
Statute-Law  concerning  the  Game-,  and  of  all  the  Cafes,  Re- 
folutions,  and  Judgments  in  the  feveral  Courts  of  Record  at 
Wejlminjler  relating  thereunto.  Together  with  two  Precedents 
of  Declarations;  the  one  in  an  Action  of  Trefpafs  againft  an  idle 
and  diffolute  Perfon  for  Hunting,  &c.  in  which  the  Plaintiff 
(if  he  recover)  is  to  have  full  Cofts;  and  the  other  in  an  A6lion 
of  Debt  upon  the  Statute  of  S  Geo.  I.  for  a  pecuniary  Penalty, 
forfeited  by  that  Law,  in  which  the  Plaintiff  (if  he  recover) 
fhall  have  double  Cofts.  Continued  down  to  the  prefent  Time. 
Py  William  Nelfon,  of  the  Middle-Temple ,  Efq;  The  Second  E- 
dition.  s  tmo.  Price  is.  6d. 

19.  An  exa£t  and  compleat  Colle&ion  of  all  the  Laws  re¬ 
lating  to  Elections  of  Members  tofervein  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  from  Magna  Charta,  down  to  thcYear  1734.  Digefted 
under  the  Heads  of  the  Ele&ors,  the  Elected,  and  the  Return* 
mg  Officers.  To  which  is  added3  An  A’phabetica-1  Index,  re¬ 
ferring 
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ferring  to  the  feveral  Sections  $  whereby  may  be  feen,  at  one 
View,  the  Care  of  the  Legiflature  to  preierve  the  Freedom  of 
Elections.  Price  is.  bound. 

zo.  The  Navy  Surgeon:  Or*  A  Practical  Syjlem  ef  Surgery. 
Illuftrated  with  Obfervarions  on  fuch  remarkable  Cafes  as  have 
occurred  to  the  Author's  PraCtice  in  the  Royal  Navy.  To 
which  is  added,  A  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafey  theCaufes, 
Symptoms,  and  Method  of  Cure  by  Mercury:  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Origin  of  that  Diftempcr  j  in  which  the  Difpute  between 
Dr.  Dover ,  and  Dr .  Turner y  concerning  Crude  Mercury,  is  fully 
coniidered;  with  Ufeful  Remarks  thereon.  Alfo  an  Appendix^ 
containing  Phyjical  Obfervations  on  the  Heat,  Moifture,  and 
Denilty  of  the  Air  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea ;  the  Colour  of  the 
Natives i  the  Sicknefies  which  they  and  the  Europeans  trading 
thither  arc  fubjeCt  toj  with  a  Method  of  Cure.  Addrefs'd  to 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Navy  Royal.  By  John  Atkins ,  Surgeon  in 
the  Royal  Navy.  1  z mo.  Pr.  3  s. 

21.  Profodia  Chirurgica :  Or,  A  Memoria  Technica ,  calcu¬ 
lated  for  theUfeof  old  Practitioners,  as  well  as  young  Students 
in  Surgery.  Being  a  Lexicon,  wherein  all  the  Terms  of  Art 
are  accounted  for,  their  mod  received  Senfe  given,  and  an 
exaCi  Definition  of  them  from  the  befl  Greek  Authors:  Alfo 
their  Pronunciation,  as  to  Quantity,  determined  by  proper 
Marks  over  each  Syllable.  The  Second  Edition.  Price  is. 

2Z.  The  Gardener's  Univerfal  Calendar :  Containing  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  feveral  Monthly  Operations  in  the  Kitchen-Gar¬ 
den,  Flower-Garden,  and  Parterre,  throughout  the  Year  i  and 
alfo  Experimental  Directions  for  performing  all  Manner  of 
Works  in  Gardening,  whether  relating  to  Sowing,  Planting, 
Pruning,  Herbs,  Flowers,  Shrubs,  Trees,  Ever-greens,  &e. 
with  the  Products  of  each  Month,  in  a  Method  wholly  new* 
taking  in  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  Gardening  and  Husbandry,, 
1  2 mo.  Price  is. 

23.  The  Compleat  Fruit  and  Flower-Gardener :  Containing 
Directions  for  raifingthe  molt  curious  Flowers,  and  cultivating 
the  choiceft  Fruits.  By  J.  Cotpelly  Gardener  at  Hoxton.  To 
which  are  added,  Two  new  and  curious  Ejfays  concerning  the 
beft  Method  of  Pruning  Fruit-Trees,  fhewing  the  great  Difad- 
vantage  of  the  Knife.  II.  A  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  the  Potatoe,  and  the  various  Ways  of  preparing 
and  drefling  it  for  the  Table.  By  R.  Bradley ,  F.  R.  S.  The 
Third  Edition.  Adorned  with  curious  Figures.  *  %vo.  Price 
3*.  6 d.  bound. 

24.  A  Practical  Grammar  of  the  Englijh  Tongue:  Or,  A 
Rational  andeafy  Introduction  to  Speaking  and  Writing  Englijh 
correCtly  and  properly.  Peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Nature  and 
Genius  of  the  Language,  and  free  from  the  hard  and  unnecef- 

farjr 
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fary  Terms  of  the  Latin  Rudiments.  The  whole  treated  of  in 
expreftive  Terms  and  familiar  Style,  and  in  the  mo  ft  natural 
and  inftrudtive  Method,  viz.  That  of  6)uefiion  and  Anfwer. 
Deftgned  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools:  And  though  calculated  for 
fuch  as  require  only  an  Englifh  Education,  may  yet  be  a  ufeful 
Foundation  to  thofe  who  are  defigned  for  higher  Studies.  By 
William  Loughton,  Schoolmafter  at  Kenfingt on.  Price  i  s.  6  d. 
or  i  ys.  a  Dozen,  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools. 

The  ingenious  Author  of  the  Republick  of  Letters,  for  Sep¬ 
tember  1734,  has  this  Chara&er  of  Mr.  Loughton’s  Grammar. 
4:4  The  Author  ({ays  he)  in  his  Preface,  gives  his  Reafons  for 
compiling  A  Practical  Englifh  Grammar,  which,  it  mufi  be 
€i  own’d,  he  has  done  in  fuch  a  Manner ,  as  to  render  it  the  hefl  of 
t(  the  Kind:  His  Rules  are  plain  and  eafy ,  concife  and  clear  ;  he 
*£  has  laid  afidethe  old  Terms ,  and  made  ufe  of  fuch  as  are  more 
ec  exprejjive  of  the  fever  al  Parts  of  Speech  ;  his  way  of  ffuejl  ion 
and  Anfwer  renders  it  intelligible  to  young  Capacities.-—! 
“  heartily  wifh  it  more  generally  introduc'd  into  our  Englifh 
84  Schools,  fines  it  would  give  all  thofe  whofe  Education  is  confin’d 
<£  to  their  Mother  Tongue ,  an  adequate  Notion  of  it}  teach  the 
<(  Fair  Sex  to  write  more  correblly ;  and  expedite  the  Studies  of 
s‘  fuch  who  are  defign’d  for  the  Learned  Languages,  by  furniflj- 
sc  them  with  a  proper  Ideaof  the  fever  al  Farts  of  Grammar  before 
u  their  Entrance  upon  the  Latin  Rudiments.3' 

i$\  A  General  Diblionary,  Hiftorical  and  Critical,  in  which 
a  new  and  accurate  Tranflation  of  that  of  the  Celebrated  Mr. 
Bayle,  with  the  Corredtions  and  Obfervations  printed  in  the 
late  Edition  at  Paris ,  will  be  included,  and  interfpers’d  with 
feveral  thoufand  Lives,  never  before  publifh’d.  The  Whole 
containing  the  Hiftory  of  the  moft  Illuftrious  Perfons  of  all 
Ages  and  Nations;  particularly  thofe  of  Great -Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  diftinguifhed  by  their  Rank,  Actions,  Learning,  and  o- 
ther  Accomplifhments.  With  Refledtions  on  thofe  Paftages  of 
Mr.  Bayle,  which  feem  to  favour  Scepticifm  and  the  Manichee 
Syfiem.  By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard ,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Birch,  F.  R.  S. 
Mr.  John  Lockman,zn<\  other  Hands;  and  the  Articles  relating 
to  Oriental  Hiftory  by  Mr.  George  Sale,  Editor  of  the  late  Edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Alcoran  in  4 to. 

N.  B.  This  Work  is  publiftid  Monthly  at  3  s.  per  Number, 
containing  20  Sheets  each.  Two  Volumes  are  already  finiflPd , 
and  the  Remainer  will  be  publifhed  in  the  fame  Manner ,  till  the 
Whole  is  compleated. 

Propofals  for  the  faid  Work,  with  a  Specimen  annex’d,  may 
be  had  of  C.  Ward  and  R.  Chandler ,  at  the  Ship  between  the 
Temple-Gates  in  Fleet-Street ;  and  at  their  Shop  at  Scarborough  ; 
At  both  which  Places  Subfcriptions  are  taken  in. 
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